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VOYAGE 



TO 



THE WEST COAST OF COREA AND THE LOO 

CHOO ISLANDS. 



CHAPTER I. 

JL M. S. Alceste and Lyra leave the Yellow Sea on a Voyage 
of Discovery— Sir James Hall's Group on the Coast of 
Corea— -Unsociable Character of the Natives— Hutton's 
Island— -Interesting Geological Structure— Anchor near 
the Main Land— Corean Chief's Visit—- Objections made to 
Strangers landing — Distress of the Chief — His Character 
—Departure from Basil's Bay— Clusters of Islands- 
Murray's Sound — Deserted Corean Village — View from 
the Summit of a high Peak— Interview with the Coreans 
—Peculiarities of their Character— Language— Erroneous 
Geographical Position of this Coast-— Leave Corea. 

The embassy to China, under the Right Ho* 
nourable Lord Amherst, left England in his Majesty's . 
frigate Alceste, Captain Murray Maxwell, C. B., on 
the 9th of February, 1816, and landed near the mouth 
of the Pei-ho-river, in the Yellow Sea, cm the 9th of 
August. Shortly afterwards the Alceste and Lyra 
sloop of war, which had accompanied die embassy, 
proceeded to the coast of Corea, the e^&fcero bound** 

B 



ry of the Yellow Seti; for as these ships were not re- 
quired in China before the return of the Embassador 
by land to Canton, it was determined to devote the 
interval to an examination of some places in those 
seas, of which little or no precise information then 
existed. The following pages give the details of this 
voyage. 

1st of September, — This morning at daylight the 
land of Corea was seen in the eastern quarter. Hav- 
ing stood towards it, we were at nine o'clock near 
three high islands, differing in appearance from the 
country we had left, being wooded to the top, and 
cultivated in the lower parts, but not in horizontal 
terraces as at the places we had last visited in China. 
We proceeded to the southward of the group, and 
.anchored in a fine bay at the distance of two or three 
miles from the southern island. Shortly after an- 
choring, a boat came from the shore with five or six 
natives, who stopped, when within fifty yards of the 
brig, and looking at us with an air of curiosity and 
distrust, paid no attention to the signs which were 
made to induce them to come along-side. They 
expressed no alarm when we went to them in our boat; 
and on our rowing towards the shore, followed us till 
we landed near a village. The inhabitants came in 
a body to meet us, forming an odd assemblage, diffe- 
rent in many respects from any thing we had seen j 
their colour was a deep copper, and their appearance 
forbidding, and somewhat savage. Some men, who 
appeared to be superior to the rest, were distinguished 
by a hat, the brim of which was nearly three feet in 



diameter, and the crown, which was about nine inches 
high, and scarcely large*enough to admit the top of 
the head, was shaped like a sugar-loaf with the end 
cut off. The texture of this strange hat is of a fine 
open work like the dragon-fly's wing ; it appears to 
be made of horse-hair varnished over, and is fastened 
under the chin by a band strung with large beads, 
mostly black and white, but occasionally red or yel- 
low. Some of the elderly meA wore stiff gauze caps 
over their hair, which was formed into a high conical 
knot on the top of the head. Their dress consisted 
of loose wide tro\vsers, and a sort of frock reaching 
nearly to the knee, made of a coarse open grass cloth, 
and on their feet neat straw sandals. They were of 
the middle size, remarkably well made, and robust 
looking. At first they expressed some surprise on 
examining our clothes, but afterwards took very little 
interest in any thing belonging to us. Their chief 
anxiety was to get rid of us as soon as possible. This 
they expressed in a manner too obvious to be mis- 
taken ; for, on our wishing to enter the village, they 
first made motions for us to go the other way ; and 
when we persevered, they took us rudely by the arms 
and pushed us off. Being very desirous to conciliate 
them, we shewed no impatience at this treatment ; but 
our forbearance had no effect ; and after a number of 
vain attempts to make ourselves understood, we went 
avyay not much pleased at their behaviour. A Chi- 
nese,* who accompanied us, was of no use, for he 
could not read what the Coreans wrote for him, though 

* A servant of the embassy, left behind by accident at the 
Pci-ho river. 
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in the Chinese character; and of their spoken language 
he did not understand a word. 

On leaving these unsociable villagers, we went to 
the top of the highest peak on the island, the ascent 
being easy by a winding foot-path. From this eleva- 
tion we saw a number of islands to the eastward, and 
the main land at a great distance beyond them. The 
top of the hill being covered with soft grass and 
sweet-smelling shrubs, and the air, which had been 
of a suffocating heat below, being here cool and 
refreshing, we were tempted to sit down to our pic- 
nic dinner. We returned bv the other side of the 
hill; but there being no path, and the surface rocky 
and steep, and covered with a thick brush-wood, we 
were not a litde scratched and bruised before we 
reached a road which runs along the north face of the 
hill about midway. By following this, we came ,to a 
spot from whence we were enabled to look down 
upon the village, without being ourselves perceived 
by the natives. The women, who had deserted the 
village on our landing, had now returned ; most of 
diem were beating rice in wooden mortars, and they 
had all children tied on their backs. ' On a sudden 
they quitted their work and ran off to their huts, like 
rabbits in a warren ; and in a few minutes we saw one 
of the ship's boats row round the point of land adja- 
cent to the village, which explained the cause of their 
alarm. After remaining for some time in expectation 
of seeing the women again, we came down to the 
village, which the natives now permitted us to pass 
through. On this occasion one of the gentlemen of 



our party saw, for an instant, a woman at no great 
distance, whose feet he declared were of the natural 
size, and not cramped as in China. The village 
consists of forty houses rudely constructed of reeds 
plaistered with mud, the roofs are of all shapes, and 
badly thatched with reeds and straw, tied down by 
straw ropes. These huts are not disposed in streets, 
but are scattered about without order, and without 
any neatness, or cleanliness, and the spaces between 
them are occupied by piles of dirt and pools of muddy 
water. The valley in which this comfortless village 
is situated is, however, pretty enough, though not 
wooded ; the hills forming it are of an irregular shape, 
and covered at top with grass and sweet-scented 
flowers ; the lower parts are cultivated with millet, 
buckwheat, a kind of French bean, and tobacco, 
which last grows in great quantity; and here and 
there is a young oak-tree. 

We saw bullocks and poultry, but the natives 
would not exchange them for our money, or for any 
Aing we had to offer. They refused dollars when 
offered as a present, and, indeed, appeared to set no 
value upon any thing we shewed them, except wine 
glasses ; but even these they were unwilling to re- 
ceive. One of the head men appeared particularly 
pleased with a glass, which, after a good deal of per- 
suasion, he accepted, but, in about five minutes after, 
he, and another man to whom a tumbler had been 
given, came back and insisted upon returning the 
{presents ; and then, without waiting for further per- 
suasion, returned to the village, leaving with us only 
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one man, who, as soon as all the rest were out of 
sight, accepted one of the glasses with much eager- 
ness. 

These people have a proud sort of carriage, whh 
an air of composure and indifference about them, and 
an absence of curiosity which struck us as being very- 
remarkable. Sometimes when we succeeded, by 
dint of signs and drawings, in expressing the nature 
of a question, they treated it with derision and inso- 
lence. On one occasion, being anxious to buy a 
clumsy sort of rake made of reeds, which appeared 
to me curious, I succeeded in explaining my wish to 
the owner, one of the lowest class of villagers ; he 
laughed at first good humouredly, but immediately 
afterwards seized the rake which was in my hand, 
and gave it a rude push towards me with a disdainful 
fling of the arm, accompanying this gesticulation by 
words, which seemed to imply a desire to give any 
thing upon condition of our going away. One man 
expressed the general wish for our departure, by 
holding up a piece of paper like a sail, and then blow- 
ing upon it in the direction of the wind, at the same 
time pointing to the ships, thereby denoting that the 
wind was fair, and that we had only to set sail and 
leave the island. Several of the people were marked 
with the small-pox. The children kept out of our 
reach at first, but before we went away, their fears 
had, in some degree, subsided, for the boys, who, 
from their feminine appearance, were mistaken at first 
for girls, accompanied us to some distance from the 
village. 
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Captain Maxwell named these islands Sir James 
Hall's group, in compliment to the President of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, They lie in longitude 
124° 46' E. and latitude 37° 50' N. 

At eight o'clock in the evening we weighed and 
stood to the southward, but as the coast was quite 
unknown, we kept rather off shore during the night, 
and in the morning no land was in sight. On the 2d 
we stood to the eastward, but not having daylight 
enough to get in with the coast, it became necessary 
to anchor for the night, though in deep water. 

3d of September.— Having reached nearly lat. 3&J 
N. and long. 126 E. we sailed this morning amongst 
a range of islands extending as far as the eye could 
reach, both to the southward and northward, at the 
distance of six or seven leagues from the main land. 
By two o'clock we were close to the outer cluster of 
the islands, and the passages appearing clear between 
them, we sailed through and anchored inside. While 
passing one of these islands in the ships, at no great 
distance, it looked so curiously formed, that, on an- 
choring, we went in the boats to examine its structure 
more minutely.* While we were thus engaged, thft 

• We found the north-east end composed of a fine-grained 
granite ; the middle of the island of a brittle micaceous schis- 
tus of a deep blue colour; the strata are nearly horizontal, 
but dip a little to the S. W. This body of strata is cut across 
by a granite dyke, at some places forty feet wide, at others 
not above ten ; the strata in the vicinity of the dyke are bro- 
ken and bent in a remarkable manner ; this dislocation and 
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natives had assembled in a crowd on the edge of the 
cliff above us ; they did not seem pleased with our 

contortion does not extend far from the walls of the dyke, 
but veins of granite branch out from it to a great distance, 
varying in width from three feet to the hundredth part of an 
inch : the dyke is visible from the top of the cliff to the wa- 
ter's edge } but does not re-appear on the corresponding cliff 
of an island opposite to it, though distant only thirty yards. 
This island is composed of the same schistus, and it cut in 
a vertical direction by a whin dyke, four feet wide, the planes 
of whose sides lie N. E. and S. W., being at right angles to 
those of the great granite dyke in the neighbourhood, which 
tub S. £. and N. W. The strata contiguous to the whin 
dyke are a good deal twisted and broken, but not in the same 
degree as at their contact with the grani te dyke. 

The whin dyke is formed of five layers or sets of prisms 
laid across in the usual way. Beyond the small island cut 
by the whirv dyke, at the distance of only forty or fifty feet, 
we came to an island rising abruptly out of the sea, and pre- 
senting a high rugged cliff of breccia, frontirig that on which 
the granite dyke is so conspicuous: the junction of this rock 
with the schistus cut by the granite and the whin would have 
been interesting; but although we must have been at times 
within a few yards of it, the actual contact was every where 
hid by the sea. 

The whole of the S. W. end of this island is formed of 
breccia, being an assemblage of angular and water- worn pieces 
of schistus, quartz, and some other rocks, the whole having 
the appearance of a great shingle beach. The fragments of 
the schistus in this rock are similar to that which forms the 
cliff first spoken of. The theory which presented itself to 
us on the spot was, that the great mass of strata which forms 
the centre of the island was formerly at the bottom of the 
ocean ; and that the western part, which is now a firm brec- 
cia, had been a beach shingle produced by the action of the 
waves on the strata : the granite which forms the eastern end 
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occupation of breaking their rocks, for, from the mo- 
ment we landed, they never ceased to indicate by 
shouts, screams, and all kinds of gesticulations, that 
the sooner we quitted the island the better ; the cliff 
being 200 feet high, and nearly perpendicular, it was 
fortunate for us that they confined themselves to signs 
and clamour, and did not think of enforcing their 
wishes by a shower of stones. 

As soon as we had completed our investigation of 
this spot, we went round in the boats to a small bay 
where there was good landing. Here we were met 
by the natives, who addressed several lbng speeches 
to us in a very loud tone of voice j to which we re- 

of the island had been forced into its present situation from 
beneath the strata, with sufficient violence to dislocate and 
contort the beds nearest to it, and to inject the liquid granite 
into the rents formed by the heaving action of the strata as 
they were raised up. It is natural to suppose that the rag- 
ged edges of the strata forming the sides of these cracks 
would be subjected to a grinding action, from which the 
strata more remote might be exempted ; and in this way we 
may account for the extraordinary twisting) and separation of 
masses along the whole course of the granite dyke* In the 
dyke, as well as in the veins which branch from it, there are 
numerous islands of schistus. That this last was softened, 
seems to follow from the frequent instances which occur of 
its being bent back upon itself without producing cracks. 
The same heat, propagated by the melted granite in the 
neighbourhood, may also be supposed to have reduced the 
shingle beach to a state of semifusion by the aid of some flux 
contained in the sand scattered amongst it. We could not 
discover any circumstance by which the relative antiquity of 
the two dykes mentioned above, could be ascertained. 

c 
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plied in English, that our wish was merely to look at 
the island, without interfering with any body ; at the 
same time we proceeded up a foot-path to the brow 
of a hill. This the natives did not seem at all to re- 
lish, and they made use of a sign which was suffi- 
ciently expressive of their anxiety, though we could 
not determine exactly to whom it referred. They 
drew their fans across their own throats, and some- 
times across ours, as if to signify that our going on 
would lead to heads being cut off ; but whether they 
or we were to be the sufferers was not apparent. It 
was suggested by one of our party that they dreaded 
being called to account by their own chiefs for per- 
! mitting us to land. All these signs, however, did 
not prevent our advancing till we had reached the 
brow of the hill to which the path led ; from this place 
we had a view of a village at the distance of half a 
mile, of a much better appearance than that above 
described. Trees were interspersed among the 
houses, which were pleasantly situated at the bottom 
of a little cove, with fishing-boats at anchor near it. 
We explained readily enough that our wish was to 
go to the village, but it was all in vain, for their anxi- 
ety increased every moment, and we desisted from 
any further attempts to advance. 

The dress of these people is a loose white robe, 
cloth shoes, and a few wear the broad hats before de- 
scribed ; by most the hair is tied in a high conical 
knot on the top of the head, but by others it is allow- 
ed to fly loose, so as to give them a wild appearance. 
Some confine the short hair by a small gauze band 
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with a star on one side, forming, along with the top 
knot, rather a becoming head-dress. Their beards 
and whiskers which, apparently, had never been cut, 
and their fans and long tobacco-pipes, and their strange 
language and manners, gave a grotesque air to the 
whole group, which it is impossible to describe. They 
crowded about us, and, by repeated shouts, manifest- 
ed their surprise at the form and texture of our clothes ; 
but on a watch being shewn, they disregarded every 
thing else, and entreated to be allowed to examine it 
closely. It was evidently the first they had seen, and 
some of them while watching the second hand, looked 
as if they thought it alive. From the watch they pro- 
ceeded to examine the seals and keys ; with the form- 
er they shewed themselves acquainted by pressing 
them on their hands, so as to cause an impression. 
Their attention was drawn away from the watch, by 
our firing a musket, which made the whole party fall 
back several paces. 

After amusing ourselves in this manner for some 
time, we walked back to the boats, to the great joy of 
the natives, who encouraged us by all means to hasten 
our departure. They took our hands and helped us 
over the slippery stones on the breach ; and, on per- 
ceiving one of the boats aground, several of them 
stript and jumped into the water to push her off. This 
gave us an opportunity of observing their remarkable 
symmetry and firmness of limb ; yet, as their long 
hair was allowed to flow about their neck and shoul- 
ders, their appearance was truly savage. During this 
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visit we srfw no women ; but the children came round 
us without shewing any symptoms of fear. The peo- 
ple, upon the whole, are more free, and not so surly 
as our acquaintance on Sir James Hall's group. They 
have a singular custom of speaking with a loud tone, 
amounting almost to a shout. Captain Maxwell 
named this island after Dr. Hutton the geologist. 

4th of September. — During all last night it remain- 
ed perfectly calm. At nine o'clock in the morning 
we got under weigh with a fine sea breeze, and stood 
in for the land, leaving on either hand many well cul- 
tivated islands. The main land seems to be populous, 
from the number of large villages which we passed, 
and the cultivation which extends a considerable way 
up the mountains. Our object this morning was to 
discover some safe anchoring place in the main land, 
but we were obliged to coast along for a considerable 
distance before any opening appeared. About three 
o'clock we sailed round a point of land and discovered 
a bay, which, at first sight, promised shelter, but the 
water proved too shallow even for the Lyra, and we 
anchored far out in five fathoms. The natives who 
had assembled in crowds on the point shouted to us 
as we passed, in seeming anger at our approaching so 
near. This bay is about four miles in diameter, and 
is skirted by large villages built amongst trees, and 
surrounded by cultivated districts, forming altogether 
a scene of considerable beauty. 

As soon as the Alceste had anchored, Captain 
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Maxwell, Mr. Clifford, and I, went towards the near- 
est village in the bay. On approaching the shore we 
observed a great bustle among the inhabitants on the 
shore, as well as in the boats at anchor off the village. 
The people on the beach hastily jumped into canoes, 
whilst those in the large boats weighed the anchors, 
and pulled out with such expedition, as to meet us in a 
body before we were near the landing-place. Every 
boat was crowded with people, and ornamented with 
numerous flags and streamers ; but one of them being 
distinguished by a large blue umbrella, we steered to- 
wards it, on the supposition that this was an emblem 
of rank ; in which opinion we were soon confirmed by 
the sound of music, which played only on board this 
boat. On coming closer* we saw a fine patriarchal 
figure seated under the umbrella ; his full white beard 
covered his breast, and reached below hisjniddle ; his 
robe or mantle, which was of blue silk, and of an im- 
mense size, flowed about hhn in a magnificent style. 
His sword was suspended from his waist by a small 
belt, but the insignia of his office appeared to be a 
slender black rod tipped with silver, about a foot and 
a half long, with a small leather thong at one end, and 
a piece of black crape tied to the other ; this he held 
in his hand. His hat exceeded in breadth of brim any 
thing we had yet met with, being, as we supposed, 
nearly three feet across. 

As this was evidently the chief of the party, we 
pulled alongside and got into his boat, where he re- 
ceived us with much politeness ; but as he looked dis- 
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satisfied at ^his proceeding, we returned to our own 
boat, and there carried on the conference. While we 
were endeavouring to make ourselves understood, the 
other boats gradually separated, and began to form a 
circle round us. Apprehending treachery, we pre- 
pared our arms, and pushed off to a little distance. 
The old gentleman, perceiving this, looked about 
very innocently to discover the cause of our alarm ; 
and at length being made aware by our signs of what 
was the matter, he commanded all the boats to go to 
the other side. We now remained a considerable 
time without being able to make ourselves understood ; 
for the Chinese whom we had with us was quite ig- 
norant of their language. We endeavoured, by point- 
ing to the shore, to signify our desire to land, while 
the old Chief, by similar signs, expressed his wish to 
go to the ships. We accordingly rowed to the Lyra, 
which lay nearer to the shore than the Alceste. 
When the Chief's boat was within ten yards of the 
brig, they let go their anchor, and threw a rope on 
board her, by which they drew the boat alongside in 
a very seaman-like style. The old man did not find 
it an easy matter to get up the ship's side, encumber- 
ed as he was with his splendid robes ; he was no 
sooner on board, however, than we were crowded 
with the natives, who boarded us on all sides. Some 
climbed up the rigging, so as to overlook the quarter- 
deck ; others got on the poop, and a line was formed 
along the hammock netting from one end of the brig 
to the other. As the evening was fine, it was thought 
best to entertain the venerable Chief upon deck, ra- 
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ther than give him the trouble of going down to the 
cabin, which, indeed, we had reason to fear would 
prove too small for the party. Chairs were according- 
ly placed upon the deck ; but the Chief made signs 
that he could not sit on a chair, nor would he consent 
for a time to use his mat, which was brought on board 
by one of his attendants. He seemed embarrassed 
and displeased, which we could not at the moment 
account for, though it has since occurred to us that 
he objected to the publicity of the conference. At 
length, however, he sat down on his mat, and began 
talking with great gravity and composure, without 
appearing in the smallest degree sensible that we did 
not understand a single word that he said. We of 
course could not think of interrupting him, and al- 
lowed him to talk on at his leisure ; but when his dis- 
course was concluded, he paused for our reply, which 
we made with equal gravity in English ; upon this he 
betrayed great impatience at his harangue having 
been lost upon us, and supposing that we could, at 
all events, read, he called to his secretary, and began 
to dictate a letter. The secretary sat down before 
him with all due formality, and having rubbed his 
cake of ink upon a stone, drawn forth his pen, and 
arranged a long roll of paper upon his knee, began 
the writing, which was at length completed, partly 
from the directions of the Chief, and partly from his 
own ideas, as well as the occasional suggestions of 
the bystanders. The written part was then torn off 
from the scroll and handed to the Chief, who deliver- 
ed it to me with the utmost confidence of its being 
understood : but his mortification and disappointment 
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were extreme on perceiving that he had overrated our 
acquirements.* 

* Note on the fteculiar character of the written language in 

that quarter of the globe. 

In China, Japan, Corea, and the islands in the adjacent 
seas, the spoken languages are different from one another ; 
the written language, on the contrary, is the same in all. Thus 
a native of China is unintelligible to a Corean or Japanese, 
while he is speaking, but they mutually understand one ario- 
ther when their thoughts are expressed in writing. The 
cause of this may be thus explained. We in Europe form 
an idea in the mind, and this we express by certain sounds 
which differ in different countries ; these sounds are com- 
mitted to writing by means of the letters of the alphabet, 
which are only symbols of sounds, and, consequently, a writ- 
ing in Europe is unintelligible to every one who is ignorant 
of the spoken language in which it happens to be written. 
The Chinese and the other natives in these seas have, on 
the contrary, no alphabet ; no symbols of sounds ; their ideas 
are committed to writing at once without the intervention ^f 
sound, and their characters may therefore be called symbols 
of ideas. Now, as the same characters are adopted in all 
these countries to express the same ideas, it is clear that 
their writings will be perfectly intelligible to each other, al- 
though their spoken languages may be quite incomprehen- 
sible. 

The case of the Roman numerals in Europe furnishes a 
ready illustration of this symbolical language. There is 
nothing in the sybmols 1, 2, 3, &c. by which their pronuncia- 
tion can be ascertained when presented to the eye, yet they 
communicate meaning independent o)f sound, and are respec- 
tively intelligible to the inhabitants of the different countries 
of Europe ; while, at the same time, the sounds by which a 
native of one country distinguishes the written sybmols 1; 3, 
3, &c. are unintelligible to all the rest. 
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A debate now appeared to take place between the 
Chief and his followers, as to the mode of communi- 
cating with us ; meanwhile, as we ourselves were 
equally at a loss, we became anxious to relieve the 
old man's embarrassment, by shewing him all the at- 
tention in our power, and completely succeeded in 
putting him into a good humour, by giving him 
some cherry brandy, and distributing rum to his 
people, 

♦ 
While these attempts at explanation were going 

on, the crowd of natives increased, and their curiosi- 
ty became so great, that they pressed round us in a 
way nowise agreeable. Some of them roved about 
the ship, and appeared highly entertained with every 
tiling they saw. The Chief himself, however, di£ 
not appear at ease, but continued giving directions to 
his officers and people about him with an air of im- 
patience. He more than once ordered them all into 
their boots, but they always returned after a few 
minutes. One man persevered in climbing over the 

The -knowledge of writing it supposed to be very general- 
ly diffused over the countries using what is called the Chi- 
nese character, and, as probably none but the lowest vulgar 
are ignorant of it, the surprise of these people on discovering 
our inability to read their papers is very natural. The case, 
we may imagine, had never occurred to them before, and it 
was highly interesting to watch the effect which so novel an 
incident produced. At first they appeared to doubt the fact 
of our ignorance, and shewed some symptoms of impa- 
tience ; but this opinion did not last long, and they remained 
completely puzzled, looking at each other with an odd ex- 
pression of surprise. 

D 



22 

hammocks, close to the Chief, to see what was going 
on. The noise made to keep him back attracted the 
Chiefs attention, who immediately gave orders to 
one of the attendants for his being taken away; it 
will be seen by and by what was his fate. 

The persons forming (he suite of the Chief were 
dressed nearly in the same manner as himself, except- 
ing that their robes were white, and did not contain 
such a profusion of cloth. They wore the large hats 
and wide trowsers tied above the ancle, with cotton 
shoes turned up a little at the toe. The immediate 
attendants* who seemed also to be soldiers, were dif- 
ferently clothed : over a loose pink frock with wide 
sleeves, they have another which fits closer, and is 
without sleeves, the corners being tucked up like the 
skirts of some military uniforms. Their hat is a 
broad flat cone made of thick grass, the under part 
being embossed with different coloured silks, and 
from a gilt ornament on the peak there hangs a tassel 
made of peacock's feathers, and another of hair dyed 
red : some are armed with bows and arrows, others 
with only a straight sword, having no guard for the 
hand. A coarse frock without sleeves, and trowsers, 
or rather drawers, covering the thigh, are worn by the 
lower orders. 

It was nearly dark when the Chief gave directions 
for preparing the boats, at the same time calling to 
two of his attendants to assist him to get on his legs. 
Each took an arm, and in this way succeeded in rais- 
ing him up, which was no sooner observed by the 
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people, than they jumped into their boats with the ut- 
most alacrity, and the Chief, after many bows and 
salams, walked into his boat. This did not give him 
so much trouble as he had experienced on coming on 
board, for a platform of gratings and planks had been 
prepared for his accommodation during his visit, an 
attention with which he seemed much pleased. So 
far all seemed well ; but there was still something amiss, 
for the old man, seated in state under his umbrella, 
remained alongside with his attendants ranged on the 
deck about him, he and his people preserving the 
most perfect silence, and making no signs to explain 
his wishes. We were greatly puzzled to discover 
what the old gentleman wanted, till at length it was 
suggested, that having paid us a visit, he expected a 
similar compliment in return. This idea was no 
sooner started, than we proceeded to pay our respects 
to him in his boat. He made signs for us to sit 
down, honouring us at the same with a corner of his 
own mat When we were seated, he looked about 
as if in distress at having nothing to entertain us with, 
upon which a bottle of wine was sent for, and given 
to him. He ordered an attendant to pour it into se- 
veral bowls, and putting the bottle away, made signs 
for us to drink, but would not taste it himself till all of 
us had been served. He was nowise discomposed at 
being obliged to entertain his company at their own 
expense; on the contrary, he carried off the whole af- 
fair with so much cheerfulness and ease, as to make 
us suspect sometimes that he saw and enjoyed the 
oddity of the scene and circumstances, as fully as we 
did ourselves. 
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After sitting about ten minutes, we left the Chief in 
great good humour, and returned on board, thinking, 
of course, that he would go straight to the shore; but 
in this we were much mistaken, for we had no soon* 
er left him, than he pushed off to the distance often 
or twelve yards, and calling die other boats round 
him, gave orders for inflicting the discipline of the 
bamboo upon the unfortunate culprit, who had been 
ordered into confinement during the conference. This 
exhibition, which it was evidently intended we should 
witness, had a very ludicrous effect, for it followed so 
much in train with the rest of the ceremony, and was 
carried on with so much gravity and order, that it 
looked like an essential part of the etiquette. During 
the infliction of this punishment, a profound silence 
was observed by all the party, except by five or six 
persons immediately about the delinquent, whose cries 
they accompanied by a sent of song or yell at each 
blow of the bamboo. This speedy execution of jus* 
tice was, no doubt, intended to impress us with high 
notions of Corean discipline. 

As it was now quite dark, we did not expect the 
Chief to pay any more visits this evening; but we un- 
derrated his politeness, for the moment the above 
scene was concluded, he steered for the Alceste. 
Captain Maxwell, who during all the time had been 
on board die. Lyra, hurried into his boat to be pre* 
pared to give him a proper reception in his ship, and 
had just time to change his jacket for a coat and 
epaulettes before the Chief arrived. After climbing 
up the ship's side with some difficulty, and being re- 
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ceived in due form on the quarter-deck, which was 
lighted up, he was handed into the foremost cabin, 
where he was met by Captain Maxwell, and conduct- 
ed to a seat in the after cabin. As he declined sitting 
on a chair, he was obliged to wait for his mat, and in 
the mean time, looked round him in amaze at the 
magnificence of the apartments. The change of dress 
made him behave towards Captain Maxwell as to a 
perfect stranger; but the moment he recognised him, 
he appeared much amused with his mistake, and his 
maimers became less reserved. He now turned about 
to see what was become of his mat, and was astonish- 
ed to find himself alone with us in the cabin- It was 
then discovered that the sentry at the door, in repress- 
ing the crowd of his followers, had found it impossi- 
ble to distinguish his more immediate attendants, and 
had therefore allowed nobody to pass. 

The door being opened, the mat-bearer and four 
of the principal people were called in by the Chief; 
and when we were all fairly seated oa the deck, the 
secretary was directed to prepare a writing, which was 
dictated and delivered much in the same manner as 
before. Whether die presentation of a written paper 
was considered by the Chief as a necessary piece of 
etiquette, or whether he really had more hopes of be- 
ing understood on this occasion than before, was quite 
uncertain ; but the mode adopted by Captain Maxwell 
to undeceive him was conclusive. He immediately 
called for paper, and wrote upon it in English, " I do 
not understand one word that you say, 9 ' and presented 
this paper in return, with all the forms and ceremonies 
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that had been adopted towards himself. The Chief, 
on receiving it, examined the characters with great 
attention, and then made signs that it was wholly un- 
intelligible, alternately looking at the paper and at 
Captain Maxwell with an inquiring air, and was only 
made sensible of the awkward dilemma in which we 
were placed, by observing Captain Maxwell repeat 
all his looks and gestures as equally applicable to the 
Corean writing which he held in his hand** 

The Chief had now recourse to signs, which he 
used ever afterwards. He was in great spirits, and 
seemed entertained with the efforts which were made 
to please him. He asked to look at a mirror which 
had caught his attention; when it was put into his 
hands, he seemed very well satisfied with the figure 
which it presented, and continued for some time pull- 
ing his beard from side to side with an air of perfect 
complacency. One of the attendants thought there 
could be no harm in looking at the mirror likewise, 
but the Chief was of a different opinion, and no sooner 
observed what he was doing, than he very angrily made 
him put down the glass and leave the cabin. The 
secretary too fell under his displeasure, and was re- 
primanded with much acrimony for overlooking our 
paper when we were writing. Scarcely five minutes 

* This paper, presented by the Corean Chief, has been 
translated by Mr. Morrison at Canton, and is as follows : 
« Persons, of what land— of what nation (are yeu) ? On ac- 
« count of what business do you come hither ? In the ship 
« are there any literary men who thoroughly understand, and 
«« can explain what is written J M 
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elapsed, in short, during his stay, without his finding 
some cause of complaint against his people; but we 
could not determine whether this arose from mere 
captiousness, or was done to give us a higher notion 
of his consequence, because, in the intervals, he was 
all cheerfulness and good. humour. He was offered 
tea and cherry brandy, which he took along with us, 
and appeared at his ease in every respect We 
thought that he made signs, implying a wish for us 
to visit him on shore ; to this we cheerfully assented, 
and an arrangement for landing in the morning was 
made accordingly by means of similar signs, with 
which the Chief appeared much pleased, and rose to 
go away. 

He had not got much beyond the cabin-door, how- 
ever, before the serenity of his temper was once more 
overturned. On passing the gun-room sky-light, he 
heard the voices of some of his people whom the of- 
ficers had taken below, said who were enjoying them- 
selves very merrily amongst their new acquaintance. 
The old Chief looked down, and observing them drink- 
ing and making a noise, he called to them in a loud 
passionate voice, which made them leave their glasses, 
and run up the ladder in great terror. From thence the 
alarm spread along the lower deck, to the midship- 
men's birth, where another party was carousing. The 
grog and wine with which they had been entertained 
was too potent for this party, as they did not seem to 
care much fof the old Chief, who, posting himself at 
the hatchway, ascertained, by personal examination, 
who the offenders were. On this occasion, his little 
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rod of office was of much use ; he pushed the people 
about with it to make them speak, and used it to turn 
them round, in order to discover their faces. One 
man watching his opportunity when the Chief was 
punching away at somebody who had just come up, 
slipped past and ran off; but the quick eye of the old 
man was not so easily deceived, and he set off in chase 
of him round the quarter deck. The man had an 
apron full of biscuit, which had been given to him by 
the midshipmen ; this impeded his running, so that 
the Chief, notwithstanding his robes, at last came up 
with him; but while he was stirring him up with his 
rod, the fellow slipped his cargo of bead into a coil 
of rope, and then went along with the Chief quietly 
enough. The old man came back afterwards, and 
found the biscuit, which be pointed out to us, to shew 
that it had not been taken away. 

He continued for some time at the hatchway, ex- 
pecting more people ; but finding none come up, he 
went below himself, to the main deck, and rummaged 
under the guns and round the mam mast, to discover 
whether any one was concealed ; but finding no per- 
son there, he came again upon deck, and shortly after 
went into his boat 

On returning to the Lyra, we found a number of 
boats anchored round her, which looked as if they 
jneant to keep strict watch over us. We went in 
our boat to one of them, where we foflnd the crew 
asleep. They seemed to have had orders not to fol- 
low die Chief to the frigate, and *vere here waiting his 
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return. Ort our pointing to the shore, and making 
signs that the old man with the long beard and large 
hat had landed, they began immediately to get their 
anchor up, and called to the other boats to do the 
same. In a few minutes they were all at work, and 
every person in the boats joined in repeating the two 
words " ho ya, ho ya," the effect of which, from a 
great many voices, was not unpleasing. 

The cable in these boats is wound round a large 
reel or barrel ; to the ends of which two wheels with 
handles are fitted, which enables a considerable num- 
ber to apply their strength at the same moment. The 
anchor is made of a dark coloured, heavy wood, with 
a long shank and flukes, and a short stock crossing 
the former, near the crown of die anchor, and not at 
the end of the shank, as with us in Europe. The 
mat sails are divided into horizontal divisions by slen- 
der pieces of bamboo. When not under sail, the 
boats are moved by oars having a circular piece of 
wood tied to the end, and are steered by a large scull 
over the stern. The bow is square above, but rises 
from the water in a slope, making a small angle with 
the water, like the end of a coal barge, but overhang- 
ing more. The planks are fastened together by means 
of square tree-nails, which pass in a slanting direction 
through the plank, and not straight, as with us. 

5th of September. — A considerable bustle was ob- 
served on shore at day-break this morning; and short- 
ly afterwards, we saw the old Chief and his suite em* 
bark, and pull towards us, accompanied by a nume- 

E 
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rous fleet of smaller boats, all ornamented with showy 
flags, and crowded with people in gay and bright co- 
loured garments, forming, upon the whole, a splendid 
and imposing scene. As the procession moved slow- 
ly along, the band in the Chief's boat struck up a 
lively, martial sort of air, on instruments similar to 
those we had heard last night ; the tone of which is 
not unlike the drawling sound of the bagpipe, the 
bass or drone being produced by a long horn, and the 
squeaking sounds by four trumpets, two of which have 
stops in the middle, by which the notes are distinctly 
marked. 

The Chief's visit was so unexpectedly early, that 
we had not put things in order for his reception, be- 
fore he was alongside : he came on board, however, 
and seemed happy at being allowed to walk about the 
decks, and examine every thing at his leisure. When 
the cabin was ready, and the Chief seemed to have 
satisfied himself with looking round the upper deck, 
he was asked to walk down ; which he complied with 
as soon as he understood what was meant But he 
found it no easy matter to get down the narrow hatch- 
way, in which there was barely room for his hat; but 
this he would by no means take off. As he entered 
the cabin* his robes and hat completely filled the door- 
way ; and when seated at the table (for he now made 
no objection to a chair) he occupied no inconsidera- 
ble portion of the whole apartment. He sat here 
for some time, and examined every thing in the cabin 
with great attention, pointing with the little stick 
whenever he saw any. thing which he wanted to look 
at more closely. In this way, the books, globes, 
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glasses, &c. were put into his hands j and it was not a 
little amusing to see the old gentleman wheeling the 
globes round, and hunting over the books for pictures, ; 
like a child. A person of rank who accompanied the 
Chief this morning, was asked to the cabin along with „ 
him ; and was no sooner seated, than .we observed he 
had a very sickly look ; which circumstance was the 
cause of a curious mistake. It had been supposed 
that the Chief, during last night's conference, made 
allusions to some friend of his who was unwell ; and 
accordingly, in our arrangements for the morning, it 
was proposed *to take the doctors of both ships on 
shore to visit him. As the Chief had himself come 
on board, our plans for landing were interrupted, and 
we ascribed this early visit to his anxiety on account 
of his friend's health. 

It was therefore taken for granted, that this sickly 
looking companion of the Chief, who, some how or 
other, got the tide of the " Courtier," amongst us, 
was the patient alluded to last night; and no sooner 
were the first compliments over m the cabin, than the 
doctor was sent for to prescribe. On his being in- 
troduced, the Courtier was made to hold out his 
tongue, have his pulse felt, and submit to various in- 
terrogatories, the object of which the unfortunate man 
could not divine, particularly as there was nothing at 
all the matter with him. He submitted with so 
much patience to all these forms, and the Chief look- 
ed on with such grave propriety during all the exam- 
ination, that they evidently considered the whole 
scene as a part of our ceremonial etiquette. When 
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this gentleman was released from the doctor's hands, 
he began to examine the books with the air of a per- 
son who understands what he is about. He appear- 
ed desirous of passing for a literary character; and 
observing us hand the books about in a careless man- 
ner, ventured to ask for one, by drawing it towards 
himself with a begging look. As he happened to 
select a volume of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, I 
was under the necessity of refusing; but offered in its 
stead a less valuable, though more showy book, 
which he accepted with much gratitude. No return, 
of course, had been looked for, and I was for a mo- 
ment at a loss to understand what my friend meant, 
by slipping his fan into my hand, under the table. 
He did this in so mysterious a way, when the Chief 
was looking in another direction, that I saw it was 
his wish to conceal what he had done, and the fan 
was sent privately away. But unfortunately, my pre- 
caution was fruitless, for a few minutes afterwards, on 
finding the crowded cabin very hot, I called for a fan, 
and the servant, unconscious of the mischief he was 
doing, brought th# Courtier's present; which no 
eooner met the old man's eye, then he rose half off 
his chair, and gave his unhappy companion such a 
look of furious anger, as made him tremble from top 
to toe : but he was soon pacified when he saw that 
we took an interest in the question, and the Courtier 
was allowed to keep his book. 

After sitting half an hour, and drinking a glass of 
Constantia, the old man proposed to go upon deck. 
1 accordingly led the way, and had gone some steps 
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up the ladder, in advance, before 1 perceived that he 
had stopped at the door of the gun-room, where the 
officers mess, and was looking in with his usual cu- 
riosity. I begged him to go in, which he accordingly 
did, and entertained himself for some time, with look- 
ing over the different cabins of the officers. From 
having observed the pleasure w r hich he took in the 
sight of any thing new, I was induced to propose his 
going round the lower deck, and he looked quite 
pleased when I pointed along the passage. The state 
hat, which had been resolutely kept on during all this 
time, notwithstanding its perpetual inconvenience to 
himself and every one around him, was here destined 
to come off; for after making two or three attempts, 
he found it impossible to get along and wear the hat 
too ; and being of a very inquisitive disposition, he 
chose the degrading alternative of being uncovered, 
and his* researches proceeded without interruption. 
Nothing escaped the old man's observation ; whatever 
was shut or tied up, he requested to have opened; and 
in this way he rummaged the midshipmen's chests, 
and the sailor's bags, all along the lower-deck. He 
looked into the holds, took the lid off the boilers, and 
turned every thing topsy-turvy. Seeing a cutlass tied 
to the deck, overhead, he took it down, and on draw- 
ing it from the scabbard, its lustre, and the keenness 
of its edge, surprised and delighted him so much, that 
X asked him to accept it. At first he seemed willing 
enough, but after holding a consultation with the 
Courtier for five minutes, he reluctantly put it back 
again. As he went along, he took samples of every 
filing that he could easily put into his sleeve, which 
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served him instead of a sack ; so that when he came 
upon deck, he was pretty well loaded, and looked 
about with the satisfaction of a school-boy, on having 
visited a show for the first time in his life. 

Whilst we were below, one of the natives had been 
busily employed in taking the dimensions of the ship 
with a string, and another person was engaged under 
him, taking an account of the guns, shot, and rigging, 
all which details he wrote down ; but not being able 
to ascertain himself the exact number • of people on 
board, he had recourse to me for the information ; this 
I communicated by ppening eight times the fingers of 
both hands. The only part of the ship to which he 
had not free access was the cabin under the poop, 
and from which he felt much annoyed at being ex- 
cluded : but when told that a gentleman was shaving 
there, he shewed himself quite satisfied with the ex- 
planation, and waited patiently until the door was 
opened to him. 

The old gentleman and his followers appearing 
anxious to see a shot fired, an eighteen pound carron- 
ade was loaded before them, and discharged with the 
muzzle so much depressed, that the shot struck the 
water close to us, and then rose and fell eight or ten 
times, to the great entertainment and surprise of the 
whole party. In the mean time, Captain Maxwell 
had come on board, and breakfast being ready, we 
prevailed upon the Chief to sit down with us. He 
ate heartily of our hashes, and of every thing else 
that was put before him, using a knife, fork, and 
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spoon, which he now saw, probably, for the first time 
in his life, not only without awkwardness, but to such 
good purpose, that he declined exchanging them for 
Chinese chop-sticks, which were provided for him. 
In fact, he was so determined to adopt our customs 
in every respect, that when the tea was offered to him 
in the Chinese way, he looked to the right and left, 
and seeing ours differently prepared, held up his cup 
to the servant, for milk and sugar, which being given 
to him, the old gentleman remained perfectly satisfied. 

The politeness and ease with which he accommo- 
dated himself to the habits of people so different from 
himself, were truly admirable ; and when it is consi- 
dered, that hitherto in all probability, he was ignorant 
even of our existence, his propriety of manners should 
seem to point, not only to high rank in society, but to 
imply also a degree of civilisation in that society, not 
confirmed by other circumstances. Be this as it may, 
the incident is curious, as shewing, that however dif- 
ferent the state of society may be in different coun- 
tries, the forms of politeness are much alike in all. 
This polished character was very well sustained by 
the old Chief; as he was pleased with our attempts 
to oblige him, and whatever we seemed to care about, 
he immediately took an interest in. He was very in- 
quisitive, and was always highly gratified when he 
discovered the use of any thing which had puzzled 
him at first. But there was no idle surprise, no ex- 
travagant bursts of admiration, and he certainly would 
be considered a man of good breading, and keen ob- 
servation, in any part of the world. Towards his own 
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people, indeed, he was harsh and impatient at all 
times ; but this may have arisen from his anxiety that 
no offence should be given to us by the other natives, 
whom he might know were less delicate and consi- 
derate than himself, and therefore required constant 
control. 

When breakfast was over, and the old man once 
more upon deck, we endeavoured to signify to him 
that we meant to land, according to our engagement 
yesterday evening; but this he either did not, or would 
not comprehend; for whenever we pointed towards 
the shore, he directed our attention to the frigate. At 
length he got into his boat, pushed off, and was mak- 
ing for the Alceste, when Captain Maxwell followed 
in his boat, and drawing up alongside of him, tried to 
prevail upon him to accompany us to the village : the 
Chief shook his head by way of disapprobation, and 
tumiug towards his attendants, entered into a discus- 
sion with them, which terminated by the Courtier and 
himself stepping into Captain Maxwell's boat. 

We ascribed this measure to a desire on the Chief's 
part to show publicly that he had not himself invited 
us on shore, and had only acceded to our request to 
land. We had not proceeded for before the Chief 
repented of his ready compliance, and tried to per- 
suade us to return ; but finding the ordinary signs of 
no avail, he held his head down and drew his hand 
across his throat, as if his head was to be cut off. It 
was now our turn not to comprehend signs, and think- 
ing it would be idle to lose so favourable an opportu- 
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tunity, spared no pains to reconcile the old man to 
our landing. In this, however, we did not succeed, 
for, as we approached the shore, his anxiety increased, 
and he frequently drew his hand across his neck, as 
if to shew that he would lose his head if we persisted. 
We again tried to re-assure him, by explaining that 
we had no intention of going near the village, but 
merely desired to walk about for a short time, and 
then go to the frigate to dine. He was of course in- 
cluded in this invitation ; but his only answer consist- 
ed in pointing to us and making signs of eating, and 
then drawing his hand across his throat ; by which he 
was understood to mean, that it might be very well 
for us to talk of eating, but for his part, he was taken 
up with the danger of losing his head. We could 
not but laugh at this, as we had no notion of any such 
apprehension being well grounded ; and, in a short 
time, landed at the distance of half a mile from the 
village. 

The old man was lifted out of the boat by several 
of his people, and we were amazed to find, when they 
set him down, that he was in tears, and looking alto- 
gether very unhappy. In a few minutes a crowd, 
consisting of more than a hundred people, assembled 
round us, and we began to think we should pay dear- 
ly for our curiosity. But the poor old man had no 
thoughts of vengeance, and was no better pleased 
with the crowd than we were; for turning tfr his sol- 
diers, he desired them to disperse the :m6b,;' which 
they did in a moment by pelting 1 them ; with great 
stones. The Chief now begaifrcliying- violently, angl 
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turning towards the village walked away, leaning his 
head on the shoulder of one of his people. As he 
went along, he not only sobbed and wept, but every 
now and then bellowed aloud. We had been nowise 
prepared for such a scene, and were extremely sorry 
for having pushed matters to this extremity* It had 
never occurred to us that the old Chief's head was 
really in danger; and even now we could not satisfy 
ourselves whether he was sincere, or merely acting in 
order to prevail on us to retire. The perfect tranquil- 
lity, nay, even cheerfulness of the Courtier, who staid 
with us all this time, puzzled us extremely : nor could 
we account for the indifference of the other attendants, 
who looked on with as much composure as if such 
scenes were every day occurrences. But at all events, 
it was necessary before proceeding any farther, that 
the old man should be pacified ; and in order to effect 
this, w^sat down on the beach, upon which he turned 
about and came crying back again. He seated him- 
self by us, and waited very patiently whilst we remon- 
strated on the unreasonableness of his conduct, and 
contrasted the reception he had met with from us, 
with his present unaccountable behaviour. This was 
expressed by a dumb show acting of all that had 
taken place since we came to anchor in the bay ; and 
these signs we thought might be intelligible to the 
Chief, because they were so to all of us, although no 
words were used: The signs used, by different na- 
tions, however, are often dissimilar when the same 
thing is to be expressed: and it happened frequently 
with us that all* attempts at explanation failed on both 
sides, though the signs us^d appeared to be understood 
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by all the people of the same nation with the person; 
making the signs. 

The old man made a long speech in reply ; in the 1 
course of which the beheading sign Was frequently 
repeated. It is curious that he invariably held his 
hands towards his throat after he had gone through 
this motion, and appeared to wash his hands in his 
blood : probably he did this in imitation of some cere- 
mony used at executions. 

Upon one occasion the Chief endeavoured to ex- 
plain something to us which had a reference to a pe- 
riod of two, days; this he did by pointing to the sun, 
making a motion twice from east to west, and, at the 
end of each time, closing his eyes as if asleep. This 
sign was variously interpreted: some believed it to 
mean that in two days his head would be taken off: 
others imagined that in two days a communication 
might be made to his government, and that orders for 
our reception would be transmitted. Whatever might 
have been meant by this particular sign, it seems ve- 
ry probable that some general instructions Were in 
force along the whole of this coast by which the treat- 
ment of strangers is regulated. The promptitude 
with which we were met at this [dace, where, per- 
haps, no ship ever was before, and the pertinacity with 
which our landing was opposed, seem to imply an ex- 
traordinary degree of vigilance and jealousy on tha 
part of the government. ^ 

We expressed a desire to eat aid drink, in the 
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hopes of working on the old man's hospitality, ahdj 
perhaps, inducing him to entertain us in his house ; 
but he made no motion towards the village, and mere- 
ly sent off a servant for some water and a few small 
cockles. When this sorry fare was laid on the 
beach, the old gentleman made signs for us to begin ; 
but we did not choose to be pleased either with the 
entertainment itself, or with the place and manner in 
which it had been served. We explained to him 
that the proper place to eat was in a house, and not 
on a wet dirty beach ; he made no offer, however, of 
any other : but leaning his head pensively on his hands, 
seemed entirely resigned to his fate. 

The case was now utterly hopeless ; and after an 
ineffectual attempt to cheer him up, we went on board, 
as the last, and indeed only favour we could grant 
him. Thus we quitted this inhospitable shore, after 
a stay of not quite an hour, in which time we had 
never been twenty yards from our own boats. We 
saw the village, however, to some advantage ; it is 
neatly built, and very pleasantly situated under fine 
trees, in a valley cultivated like a garden, in small 
square patches. 

It was now determined to prosecute the voyage to 
the southward, and the Lyra was accordingly ordered 
to proceed as usual to sound the passages a-Jiead of 
the frigate, but had not gone far before the Alceste, 
. still at anchor, was observed to be surrounded with 
boats. In about an hour she weighed and stood to 
sea. Captain Maxwell had received another visit 
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from the old Chirf, 




aD gone, and his easy 
clanged far cold and stttdy avfttr: he looked cm 
bamssed and unhappy, as it appeared, from an ap- 
prehension of having offended Captain MaxwelL 
When this was discovered, no pans were spared to 
convince him that, in this respect, there was not the 
slightest cause Cor uneasiness. He would not accept 
any presents, but appeared much relieved by the un- 
expected kindness with which he was received, and 
before he went away, was restored, in some degree, to 
his wonted spirits. When looking over the books in 
the cabin, he was a good deal taken wi* the appear- 
ance of a Bible, but when offered to him he declined 
it, though with such evident reluctance,- that it was 
again shewn to him just as he was pushing off in his 
boat, and he now received it with every appearance 
of gratitude, and took his leave in a manna 1 quite 
friendly. 

We quitted this bay without much regret The 
old Chief, indeed, with his flowing beard, and pom- 
pous array, and engaging manners, had made a strong 
impression upon us all ; but his pitiable and childish 
distress, whatever might have been the cause, took 
away from the respect with which we were otherwise 
disposed to regard him: yet this circumstance, though 
it makes the picture less finished, serves to give it 
additional, interest; whilst every thing ridiculous in 
the old man's character is lost in the painful uncer- 
tainty which hangs over his fate. 
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From this bay we steered amongst the islands, du> 
ring all the 6th and 7th, to the S. W. before the na- 
tives were met with again ; we saw them indeed, but 
never got near enough to converse with them. They 
were frequently observed seated in groups watching 
us on the islands which we passed. We saw seve- 
ral fishing-boats, with a crew of about a dozen men, 
crowded on a sort of poop. At a little distance these 
boats appeared to be formed of two vessels lashed to- 
gether. This appearance we believe to be caused by 
their having an out-rigger on one side, on which their 
oars, sails, and masts are piled, in order probably to 
keep the boat clear when they are at anchor fishing. 
Their mast is lowered down and hoisted up by means 
of a strong tackle from the mast-head to the stern, 
as in the barges on the Thames. 

We threaded our way for upwards of a hundred 
miles amongst islands which lie in immense clusters 
in every direction. At first we thought of counting 
them, and even attempted to note their places on the 
charts which we were making of this coast, but their 
great number completely baffled these endeavours. 
They vary in size, from a few hundred yards in length 
to five or six miles, and are of all shapes. From die 
mast-head other groups were perceived lying one be- 
hind the other to the east and- south as far as the eye 
could reach. Frequently above a hundred islands 
were in sight from deck at one moment. The sea 
being quite smooth, the weather fine, and many of the 
islands woodfcd and cultivated in the valleys, the scene 
was at all times lively, and waaxe^Jered still more in* 
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terestmg by cor aqtd jnffwigr *£■{ ie tuac iy 
whkfa die appearance* scan: a& vest yesxmdv 
chan g ing. . Ofga* csass ie aadas. !apjrjwr«m^ 
the shghtrst pneosaaau a* Mmrur*- aiuie u tie 
phces at which we wnrawf zesqr atuL ttiwa vidua, 
sixty miles rfdsear psaper ziscssb. Otter i inr j&uuim. 
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tiro hundred mi«» k ccnxBieseuy mutttert v:ih. tent. 
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were Tery rapid, prevented rjyc ytrxj&AJBs% b. :ie de- 
liberate maimer ahwtorfr reared iw the tscvzzt 'i 
the circumstances. An imta«y ct the Atcewer </ 
these precautions occurred co the 7& of Se^cer&ver. 
at four oxlock in die afternoon, when, k b&r^ cpufe 
calm, we were drifting along wkh th* tide, whxh mai- 
denly shifted and carried as rapidly to» ards a reef of 
rocks, which was invisible till the strong ripping of 
the water shewed us our danger : we let go the anchor 
immediately, but the jerk was so great, as to break 
die Lyra's cable. A second anchor, however, brought 
her up at a sufficient distance from the reef. 



As soon as the tide slacked, a boat was despatched 
to examine die anchorage on the other side of an island 
Bear us. Hie officer landed about sun-set, and from 
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the top of the island could discover a village on the 
other side, on the shores of a fine large bay. He af- 
terwards sounded the anchorage, and found it of a 
convenient depth. On his way back he landed near 
the village, but though it was bright moonlight he saw- 
none of the inhabitants. 

8th of September. — About noon we weighed and 
sailed round the north end of the island, which had 
been visited last night. The Alceste anchored nearly 
in the middle between the two islands which form the 
anchorage ; but as the Lyra draws less water, she was 
placed as close off the village as was safe, being then 
about a quarter of a mile from die beach. At this 
distance, by means of a telescope fixed on a table on 
the poop, we were enabled to see what was going on 
in the village, while the people were unconscious of 
being observed. Mr. Clifford, who was too unwell 
to land with Captain Maxwell and myself, placed him- 
self at the glass, and made many observations which 
must ptherwise have escaped notice. 

At first the only inhabitants visible were seated on 
the top of the hill watching us, the village itself being 
quite deserted; but shortly after our anchoring, the 
inhabitants began to assemble from different parts of 
the island. Of these several were women, some of 
whom had children on their backs, and others carried 
them in their arms. They looked stout, were fairer 
in complexion than the men, and were dressed in a 
long white robe, loose and open in front, with a pet- 
ticoat of the same colour reaching a little below the 
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knees; their hair was tied in a large knot behind; ;t 
small piece of white cloth was thrown loosely over the 
head to protect them from the rays of the sun. Some 
women were engaged in husking rice in a mortar with 
a wooden beater; these had no dress above the waisr. 
The men and boys were seen carrying loads on 
a wooden frame hooked to die shoulders. 

In a square flat place near die village a number of 
women and children were employed winnowing com 
by pouring it from a height, so that the husks Mew 
away. Fishing-nets were spread to dry on front of 
the houses. We landed about five ofclock, and famrf 
in the village only two men, who obstinately remained 
at one place without speaking, and looking amrrm 
that we should go away; they refused the buoy** 
which we offered them, and resisted ov pervmrm 
to accompany us to die upper part of the village, whkh 
we were anxious they should do, to shew that we hstd 
no intention of hurting any thing, but merely to kr>k 
about us. We went on alone, and on reaching a de- 
serted house thought it a good opfr/rtariitr v, ex- 
amine it. Before die door, on a neat doo krtd tpo/;*, 
enclosed by a hedge covered with a *w<*t v>g0to4 
white flower, we found several heap* of ';/*& a*yj 
straw, and several of the wooden mortar* » *fc*ii<!fee 
rice is pounded, also a number of vet**fo, tome <ukd 
with water and other* with not. CVAir^r u*et*rffe 
were lying about, and a mraibtr'S6^^Jtf^</^lt4 
neatly in baskets, and split fi*b %pr*ad <** to Ary <m 
the top of little corn rick* oo ws: t*fc '/ tfce 'yyjrt. 
The inside was dark and un&mfcr&Me ? tbe i»ud #o<* 
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was full of hollow places ; the walls were black with 
soot, and every thing Rooked dirty. On the left of the 
entrance two large metal boilers, twenty inches deep, 
were sunk in the brickwork, the upper part being 
about a foot above the floor. The fire-place was ber 
tyveen the boilers, and on the hot embers lay three ' 
split fish. On the wall opposite to the fire were 
shelves, having a number of cups, basins, and cook- 
ing utensils, principally of coarse stone ware, and 
some few of a sort of bell metal. The number of in- 
habitants in one house must be considerable, if we 
can form an estimate from the quantity of their dishes 
and vessels. There were three neat small pieces of 
furniture on one of the shelves, the use of which we 
could not discover ; they were made of wood, elegant- 
ly carved and varnished, with a round top about a 
foot in diameter, and four legs a foot and a half long. 
The roof was well constructed, the rafters being mor- 
tised into the ends of the horizontal beams, and tied 
to the middle by a perpendicular beam or King-Post, 
Over the rafters is laid a net- work of rods, to which 
the thatch is tied. There was no chimney to this, 
house, and only one window made of slender bars of 
wood, forming square spaces three inches by two, co- 
vered by a thin semi-transparent paper defended by 
the roof, which extends so far beyond the wall as to 
shelter it not only from the rain but from the sun. 
Most of the houses had a sort of raised verandah un- 
der the eaves, about a foot or more above the ground, 
extending from the door on either hand to the end of 
the house ; these places were neatly levelled, and must 
afford a cool seat The walls of the houses are from 
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six to eight feet high, and from fourteen to twenty 
feet long ; the top of the roof being about fourteen. 
The walls are of stone and mud, the door moves on 
the bar which forms one of its sides ; this bar is pro- 
longed, and works in holes in the beam above, and a 
stone below. There was a back door to the house 
which we examined. On opening this we found a 
bare bank of earth as high as die house, at the dis- 
tance of three feet from the walls, and a hedge rising 
still higher on the top ; this effectually excluded all 
light. 

This mimite survey of the housfe being completed, 
we returned to our friends, who seemed in some mea- 
sure re-assured. We tried to prevail upon them to 
accompany us ih otir walk, ifi hopes that the rest of 
the cottagers might be induced to return when they 
saw how peaceably we were disposed. Captain 
Maxwell used every sign he could think of to no pur- 
pose, and tired at length of these attempts, took hold 
(£ the oldest man's hand, drew it through his atm^ 
said walked off with him. I followed his example 
with the other ; and this familiarity amused the na- 
tives, who now accompanied us in perfect good hu- 
mour. The ease and apparent indifference with which 
they walked along with us was curious, and had so 
little of awkwardness in it, that one might have sup- 
posed it to be the fashion of Corea to walk arm in 
arm. Having reached the house which we had be- 
fore examined, we sat down in the verandah, and 
made signs tfttt we wished to smoke a pipe with them. 
In the mean time a boat was observed to come to the 
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landing-place ; the crew quitted her and came towards 
us 1 at a rapid pace. The quick manner of these peo- 
ple, so different from the ordinary behaviour of the 
Coreans we had seen, made us apprehend that some 
violence was meditated ; but in this we were mistaken, 
for they sat down with us, gave us their pipes to 
smoke, and laughed immoderately at some of our 
words: we took the hint from them, and laughed 
heartily whenever we observed that any thing good 
had been said amongst them : this was well received, 
and proved afterwards a good mode of introduction. 

Their curiosity was strongly excited by our cloth- 
ing, which they examined minutely; they wished to 
see some parts of our dress taken off, and in order to 
gratify them they were allowed to have our coats, 
shoes, stockings, hats, &c. They were more struck 
with the stockings than with any thing else, frequent- 
ly shouting "Hota! Hota!" This word, which is 
pronounced with a strong aspiration, was noted down 
in our list as the Corean word for stockiAgs ; but it 
was found afterwards to be an expression of approba- 
tion, applied indiscriminately to whatever they consi- 
der remarkably good. After sitting some time with 
these people, and smoking several pipes with them, 
we gave up all hopes of seeing the villagers return 
while we were there, and as the night was falling, we 
proposed taking a short walk with our friends, and 
then going on board. But as soon as they saw us 
go up the hill instead of returning to the boat, they 
became very uneasy, and wanted us to turn back. As 
we had reason, however, to conjecture that the wo- 
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inen and children were on the other side of the hill, 
we went on in the expectation of getting a sight of 
them before dark. * This the Coreans prevented by 
following us with shouts wherever we went, so as to 
give warning of our approach. The women and 
children probably retreated before us to a ravine on 
the north side of the island, for when we approached 
it the Coreans became more anxious than ever for our 
return; and one man seeing us still advance, took hold 
of my arm and gave it a sharp pinch. Iturned round 
and exclaimed " Patience, Sir I" he drew back on ob- 
serving my displeasure, and a moment after called 
out himself, "Patience, Sir!" The others hearing 
this caught the words too, and nothing was heard for 
some time amongst them but " Patience, Sir," pro- 
nounced in every instance with perfect propriety. 
They seemed surprised themselves on discovering 
powers of imitation hitherto in all probability unex- 
ercised. This incident brought us better acquainted, 
and we remained on the top of the hill teaching them 
English words till it was dark. They were certainly 
entertained with our instructions, but nevertheless 
shewed much tnore satisfaction in attending us down 
hill again to our boats. Before going on board we 
invited them to come to the ship next day, which one 
of the party was supposed to comprehend : he first 
made preparations for going to bed, then closed his 
eyes, hung his head on his hand, and snored very 
properly ; after a time he opened his eyes, started and 
looked about him, then laid his hands on Captain 
Maxwell's shoulders with an air of welcome. This 
was interpreted by some into ^ wish for our departure 
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till the morning, and by others that he himself would 
visit us at daylight. As he never came on board, and 
received us on landing next day with any thing but 
welcome, probably both guesses were wrong : of one 
thing there was no doubt, his anxiety to get rid of us ; 
and his signs may have meant that it was time for all 
honest people to be in bed. 

9th of September. — At sunrise we landed at the 
same village and found it deserted as before. We 
left it and made for the highest peak on the island, 
accompanied by a few of the Coreans, who did not 
interfere with us till about halfway up, when on our 
entering a grove of fir trees, with the appearance of 
which we had been struck, one of the Coreans object- 
ed; we went on, however, and upon reaching the stump 
of an old tree the Corean fell on his knees, bowed his 
head to the ground, and as he raised it again held his 
hands closed and pressed together towards the stump. 
This had very much the air of a stratagem to dissuade 
us from going further in that direction, where the wo- 
men probably were concealed. Admitting this to have 
been the motive^ it is curious that he should have 
supposed such a shew of religious form calculated to 
restrain us. It is further remarkable as being the 
only circumstance which we have seen on this coast 
implying a knSwledge of religion or religious cere- 
mony. There are here no temples, idols, nor tombs, 
whereas in China, villages much smaller than these of 
Corea have them in every corner. The other Coreans 
took no notice of the stump, and the man who was 
prostrating himself before it finding that his behaviour 
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produced nothing but a number of questions from us 
concerning the nature of the tree, got on his legs and 
walked sulkily away. In the course of our walk we 
saw six bullocks of a small breed and very fiat, but 
which the Goreans were not to be tempted to sell by 
any thing which we had to give them. Dogs were 
the only quadrupeds besides that we saw. There 
were pigeons, hawks, and eagles, but few small 
birds. Crows were as numerous here as in every 
other part of the world. We returned on board to 
breakfast, and afterwards set out on an excursion to 
the top of a high island lying some leagues to the 
south-east of us. On our way we landed, and observ- 
ed the sun's meridian altitude with an artificial hori- 
zon, by which we ascertained the latitude to be 34° 
22' 39" north, the longitude by the tnean of two chro- 
nometers is 126° 2' 45" east. 

We passed, for the distance of five miles, amongst 
islands, all, except the very smallest, inhabited. The 
villages are built in the valleys, where the houses are 
nearly hid by trees and hedges. The sides of the 
hills are cultivated with millet and a species of bean ; 
and in the numerous small gardens near the villages, 
we saw a great variety of plants. 

As the peaked island which we had undertaken to 
climb was steep, and covered with a long coarse grass, 
it cost us a tiresome scramble to gain the top, which 
is about six hundred feet above the level of the sea. 
The main land of Corea is just discernible in the 
north-east and east, from this elevation ; but it com* 
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mands a splendid view of the islands, lying in thick 
clusters, as far as the eyfc can reach from north-west 
quite round by east to south. We endeavoured to 
count them. One person, by reckoning only such as 
were obviously separate islands, made their number 
one hundred and twenty. Two other gentlemen, by 
estimating the numbers in each connected cluster, 
made severally, one hundred and thirty-six, and one 
hundred and seventy; a difference, which at once 
shews the difficulty of speaking with precision on this 
subject. But when it is considered, that from one 
spot, which though considerably elevated, was not 
centrical, one hundred and twenty islands could be 
counted, and that our course for upwards of one hun- 
dred miles had been amongst islands no less crowed 
than these, some idea may be formed of this great 
Archipelago. 

After enjoying this scene for some time we went 
down on the other side of the peak, which is much 
less steep. We found the boat's crew preparing din- 
ner for us, under some trees close to a well of cool 
water. The village to which the well belonged not 
being many yards off, we proceeded to explore it, and 
found it deserted by all except an old woman and a 
man. The woman, seated on a pile of stones, in the 
middle of the village, took no notice of us as we pass- 
ed ; and indeed, she was herself so very homely, as to 
occupy but little of our attention. The man was 
seated at the door of a cottage, making a straw sandal : 
on our entering his inclosure, he looked up for an in- 
stant, and immediately resumed his work, with as 
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much composure as if we had been a party of the vil- 
lagers, A button was offered to him, which he ac- 
cepted without scruple : he agreed, with equal readi- 
ness, to exchange his unfinished sandal for another 
button, which having carelessly put away, in a bag 
lying near him, he took some straw and recommenc- 
ed his business, without seeming to notice that we 
were rummaging his house. He is the only Corean 
we have met with, who has not shewn some slight 
symptoms of curiosity : indeed he seemed totally in- 
different about our staying or going, or about what 
we were doing in his house ; and we left him without 
knowing whether to ascribe his apathy to fear, or to 
absolute stupidity. 

On returning from the village, we saw a party of 
the natives assembled on a rising ground near us ; 
they were invited, by signs, to join us at dinner, but 
they kept their places unmoved. While we were at 
dinner, the sailors, who had been rambling about, 
joined the natives, and in a few minutes became very 
good friends with them ; the natives giving up their 
pipes, and the sailors in return supplying them with 
tobacco. We have frequently remarked during this 
voyage that the sailors make acquaintance with the 
natives much sooner than the officers. This seems 
the natural effect of the difference in our manners. 
On meeting with natives, we feel so anxious to con- 
ciliate, and to avoid giving offence, that our behaviour, 
thus guarded and circumspect, has an air of restraint 
about it, which may produce distrust and apprehen- 
sion on their part; whilst, on the other hand, Jack, 

H 
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tvho is not only unreflecting and inoffensive himself, 
but never suspects that others can possibly miscon- 
strue his perfect good-will and unaffected frankness, 
has an easy, disengaged manner, which at once in- 
vites confidence and familiarity. 

In about an hour after we had sat down, one of the 
natives hastily rose, and without appearing to delibe- 
rate, but as if actuated by a sudden impulse, strode 
rapidly down to us, and in the mos unceremonious 
way possible, presented his lighted pipe for us to 
smoke. We received him as kindly as we could, 
and prevailed upon him to take a glass of wine ; which 
he had no sooner drank off, than he roared out, 
"Hota!Hota!" 

This exclamation brought the rest down, who seat- 
ing themselves by us, drank freely, and became very 
cheerful and communicative, telling us the Corean 
names of every thing we pointed to, and asking in 
return, the^ English names for oui clothes. But 
though the wine made these people for more sociable 
than any we had yet seen, they never forgot the prin- 
cipal object of their thoughts, and suggested every 
now and then, by pointing to our boats, the propriety 
of our going away. After sunset, they became very 
impatient and uneasy at our stay ; but when at length 
we yielded to their entreaties, the whc »le party accom- 
panied us to the water's side, and took leave with the 
most lively marks of satisfaction at c >ur departure. 

10th of September. — This morning, about ten 
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o'clock, we got under weigh, and stood to the south- 
ward. By sunset we were clear of all the islands, and 
could just distinguish the island of Quelpaert in the 
south-east quarter. 

The shortness of our stay on this coast, and the 
difficulty we experienced in communicating with the 
inhabitants, will account for the scanty and disjointed 
nature of the information obtained. A future voyager 
would do well to be accompanied by a person who 
can write the Chinese character, and should have full 
leisure to overcome, by patient management, the dis- 
trust of strangers evinced by this unsociable people. 

A chart of our track along this coast is subjoined 
to this work, in the hope that it may prove useful to 
a future voyager. As it was constructed under cir- 
cumstances of great haste, it is necessarily incom- 
plete; yet it will probably be found more accurate 
than any maps or charts hitherto published. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Enter the Japan Sea — Sulphur Island— Volcano-— See the 
Great Loo-Choo Island— Lyra nearly wrecked — First In- 
terview with the Natives — Anchor at Napakiang — Natives 
crowd on Board—- Their interesting Appearance and Man- 
ners — Several Chiefs visit the Alceste — Land to make Ob- 
servations—Astonishment of the Natives— Six Chiefs visit 
the Ships — Alceste and Lyra proceed farther in Shore— 
A Chief of high Rank waits upon Captain Maxwell— Re- 
turn his visit — Feast — Projected Survey of the Anchorage 
— Visit Reef Island— The Lyra sent t took for another 
Harbour — Arrangements for landing the Alceste's Stores 
—•Description of the Temple and Garden-— First Acquaint- 
ance with Madera — Study of the Language. 

After leaving Corea, we stood to the southward 
and eastward, with a strong breeze from the north, 
and a mountainous swell from the north-east. Shortly- 
after daybreak on the 13th of September, we saw 
Sulphur Island, in the south-west quarter, and by 
eleven in the forenoon were close up to it. We in- 
tended to land, but were prevented by the high wind, 
which caused so great a surf all round the island, as 
to render this impracticable. The sulphuric volcano 
from which the island takes its name is on the north- 
west side ; it emits white smoke, and the smell of sul- 
phur is very strong on the lee side of the crater. The 
cliffs near the volcano are of a pale yellow colour, in- 
terspersed with brown streaks: the ground at this 
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place is very rugged, as the strata lie in all directions, 
and are much broken ; on the top is a thin coat of 
brown grass. The south end of the island is of con- 
siderable height, of a deep blood red colour, with here 
and there a spot of bright green : the strata, which are 
here nearly horizontal, are cut by a whin dyke run- 
ning from the top to the bottom of the cliff, projecting 
from its face like a wall. As the weather still looked 
threatening, we gave up the intention of examining 
this spot, and proceeded to the southward till four 
o'clock, at which time land was seen in the south* 
west quarter; but as there was not sufficient daylight 
to close with it, we hauled off to the westward for the 
night. Shortly after sunset the sky became overcast, 
the wind veered about from one point to another, the 
.air became suddenly quite chill, the sea rose high, 
and every thing, in short, seemed to indicate an ap- 
proaching tyfoong or hurricane. All our preparations 
were made to encounter a violent tempest ; but we 
were much pleased at finding it turn out nothing more 
than an ordinary gale of wind. 



14th of September. — The weather was still stormy, 
but being anxious to close with the land, we bore up, 
and steered in the supposed direction of the Great 
Lieou Kieou, or Lo-choo Island. At eight o'clock 
ws saw the Sugar Loaf of Captain Broughton, which 
is a small green island, having a high remarkable 
cone in the middle. We left this to the eastward, 
and continued steering to the south south-west, hop- 
ing to get to leeward of the great island before night, 
where we might remain in smooth water till the wea- 
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ther became fine. While goipg along at a quick rate, 
we suddenly saw breakers close to us ; we instantly 
hauled to the wind, and made all the sail we could 
carry. Our situation was now very critical, for the 
swell caused by the recent gale checked our way con- 
siderably, and a lee current drifted us gradually to- 
wards the reef. From the mast head we could look 
down upon the reef, which was of a circular r form, 
with a low island on its southern side ; the surf broke 
all round, but in the inside the water was quite smooth, 
and being only a few feet deep, the coral, which was 
of a bright green, appeared distinctly through it. At 
the distance of one-third of a mile from where we 
were, no bottom was to be found with our lead lines, 
so that anchoring was out of the question. After be- 
ing in this unpleasant predicament for some time, we 
succeeded in weathering the western end of the reef, 
which we had no sooner done, than we saw a passage 
four or five miles wide, by which we proceeded to 
leeward of the reef island, where we found the water 
perfecdy smooth. The Alceste rounded the reef 
without difficulty, being half a league farther off than 
the Lyra, which, as usual, had been stationed ahead 
to look out, but had not perceived the danger sooner, 
owing to the extreme haziness of the weather. 

15th of September. — In the morning,* it was arran- 
ged that the Lyra should proceed in shore in search 
of a harbour, while the frigate remained in deep wa- 
ter. At ten o'clock I thought we had discovered a 
place of security, and having anchored the Lyra, sent 
three boats to examine it. A sort of harbour was 
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found, formed by coral reefs ; but the passages being 
all intricate for large ships, and the water shallow in- 
side, it is by no means safe. We fell in with several 
people in canoes ; one man, who seemed to know 
what we were searching for, directed us to a point of 
land to the northward, and waved for us to go round 
it. While the boats were away, several natives came 
off to the Lyra. No people that we have yet met 
with have been so friendly ; for the moment they came 
alongside, one handed a jar of water up to us, and 
another a basket of boiled sweet potatoes, without ask- 
ing or seeming to wish for any recompense. Their 
manners were gentle and respectful ; they uncovered 
their heads when in our presence, bowed whenever 
they spoke to us ; and when we gave them some rum, 
they did not drink it till they had bowed to every per- 
son round. Another canoe went near the Alceste, 
and a rope being thrown to them, they tied a fish to 
it, and then paddled away. All this seemed to pro- 
mise well, and was particularly grateful after the col4 
repulsive manners of the Coreans. 

The day was spent in trying to beat round the 
point to windward, but the tide was too strong against 
us, and when it became dark, we found ourselves 
awkwardly situated. To the east and west of us 
there were inlands at the distance of a few miles. To 
leeward was a circular coral reef, just appearing above 
the surface at low water ; and to windward were seen 
the reefs upon which we were so nearly wrecked on 
Saturday. As the exact position of these numerous 
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dangers was unknown to us, we were determined to 
anchor for the night, though in eighty fathoms water. 

16th of September. — At daylight we weighed, and 
beat to windward all the morning ; but owing to the 
tide being contrary, it was two o'clock before we pass- 
ed the point mentioned above; which we had no 
sooner done, than we came in sight of an extensive 
town, having a harbour filled with vessels at anchor. 
On steering towards the town, we had to sound our 
way cautiously amongst coral reefs, which were to- 
lerably well defined by the surf breaking upon them.* 
The Alceste followed as soon as we had ascertained 
that the passage was clear, and both ships anchored 
at the distance of half a mile from the town. 

In a short time we were surrounded by canoes, 
full of the natives, who, with their children, flocked 
on board. They wear a loose dress, tied with a belt 
round their waist ; their hair is brought tight up from 
all sides, and formed into a knot on the top of the head, 
with two metal pins stuck in it. In the course of 
an hour, a native came on board who appeared to be 
somewhat higher in rank than the rest ; and we now 
discovered, to our great satisfaction, that this man 
understood our Chinese servant, who had been of no 
use to us at Corea. As it was found thf t there were 

* This circumstance is by no means common, and there- 
fore cannot be depended on. In fine weather these reefs give 
no warning whatever, and a ship on approaching them ought 
invariably to have a boat ahead. 
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ether chiefs on shore superior in rank to this man, 
Captain Maxwell declined receiving his visit; as well 
with the view of inducing the principal people to come 
on board, as of maintaining an appearance of dignity, 
a point of great importance in all transactions with the 
Chinese and their dependants, who invariably repay 
condescension with presumption. As we had heard 
of these people being tributary to China, it was natu- 
ral to conclude that there might be some similarity in 
manners. At all events, it was evidently much easi- 
er at any future time to be free and cordial with them, 
after having assumed a distance and reserve in. the 
first instance, than it would be to repress insolence, if 
at first encouraged by too hasty familiarity. 

Before this man went on shore, he requested to 
know the reason of our coming into this port ; the in- 
terpreter was instructed to acquaint him that the ships 
had experienced very bad weather, and had been a 
long time at sea; that the large ship had sprung a leak, 
and required repairs which could only be done in a 
secure harbour : further explanations, it was observed, 
would be given to the superior chiefs when they came 
on board. We had been prepared for these inquiries, 
not only from the reception we had met with at Corea, 
but from the well-known character of the nations in 
this quarter of the globe ; and it was so far fortunate, 
that the Alceste was actually in want of repairs ; be- 
cause to have assigned curiosity, and a desire of gain- 
ing information as our object, to people wholly un- 
conscious of such feelings, would naturally have led 

I 
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them to ascribe our actions to some more interested, 
and consequently more dangerous motive. 

The canoes which we have seen to-day are mostly 
made of one piece of wood ; they have two sails, and 
are moved with considerable velocity, by two or more 
paddles, assisted by an oar over die stern, which acts 
both as a scull and a rudder. There is a neat low seat, 
made of rattans, for each person in the canoe. As the 
day closed, the fishing canoes came in great numbers 
from sea, and all came on board the ships on their 
way ; some of the fishermen pulled up our lines and 
baited the hooks. The whole shore abreast of the 
ships was covered with people, but the crowd was 
greatest on two pier-heads, forming the entrance to 
the harbour; and the variety of colour in their dresses 
made this a very lively exhibition. In the evening, 
Captain Maxwell and I rowed round to examine the 
anchorage, which we found tolerably clear of rocks. 
An officer was at the same time sent to examine the 
inner harbour, but he did not go far within the en- 
trance, which was much too shallow for the frigate. 

On returning to the Lyra, 1 found that Mr. Clifford 
had been entertaining several respectable looking na* 
tives who had paid him a visit* As they readily com- 
prehended his desire to know their words for various 
things, he has succeeded in collecting a considerable 
number, among which we are surprised to find their 
name for tobacco the same as ours ; all the others are 
quite new to us. 



63 

17th of September. — I carried the interpreter to the 
Alceste, after breakfast, where I found two chiefs, 
who had been on board some time, and had been ta- 
ken care of by the officers, as Captain Maxwell was 
hot prepared to receive them. A message was then 
sent to intimate that the Ta-yin (a Chinese title, used 
also by these people to persons of rank) was desirous 
of seeing the chiefs, and they were introduced into the 
after-cabin, where they were received in form. They 
objected to sitting down, making at the same time 
many low obeisances, which they did by stooping the 
body, and raising the hands, closed one over the other, 
to their face. Their scruples about being seated were 
at length overcome, and the first chief took his place 
on Captain Maxwell's left hand, the next on my left, 
and a third, who was evidently of a lower rank, sat 
beyondtiie second. The chiefs sat respectfully silent, 
and Captain Maxwell finding that he was exppcted to 
speak first, communicated to them that the ships un- 
der his command belonged to the King of England ; 
that they had gone to China with an Embassador, 
carrying presents to the Emperor, at Pekin ; that on 
their way back to Canton, they had experienced very 
bad weather, and had been obliged to put in here to 
refit, and to procure supplies. 

In reply, they expressed their willingness to assist 
us as much as lay in their power, but said that the 
harbour was too shallow for so large a ship, and re*- 
commended our proceeding to another harbour called 
Kindling, which they described as being secure and 
commodious, and only a few hours sail from this an- 
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chorage : they offered to furnish pilots and a boat to 
conduct us. Captain Maxwell, however, was unwil- 
ling to quit this anchorage unless certain of finding a 
better ; he therefore proposed to send the Lyra to 
examine and report upon the harbour alluded to. The 
chiefs paused upon this, and said they could not take 
upon them to send pilots to the Brig, without consult- 
ing the Great Man on shore. We were very curious 
to know who this great personage might be, but they 
evaded all our enquiries. Captain Maxwell asked 
where the king resided, and intimated his intention of 
waiting upon him ; to this they strongly objected, de- 
claring, moreover, that it was impossible, as his ma- 
jesty lived a thousand miles off. They did not seem 
aware of their inconsistency, when they undertook, 
immediately afterwards, to get an answer from court 
about pilots for the Lyra, in a few hours. 

We had been led to hope, from the frankness and 
kindness of these people, that no restraint would be 
imposed on us ; and we were the more disappointed 
at observing, that whenever we spoke of landing, or 
asked any questions about the king, the chiefs be- 
came uneasy, and replied in a mysterious manner. 
We consoled ourselves, however, with the supposi- 
tion, that upon further acquaintance their apprehen- 
sion would wear off. 

. Business being over, the Chiefs were asked to walk 
round the cabin, an invitation which they accepted 
with manifest satisfaction. During the conference 
they had preserved a gravity suited to an important 
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ceremony, and though surrounded by new and cu- 
rious objects, had never expressed the least curiosity.. 
They were now no longer formal, and looked over 
the various articles with attention, taking particular 
notice of the globes, books, and mirrors. Their 
manners are remarkably gentle and unassuming. 
They are observant, and not without curiosity, but 
they require encouragement to induce them to come 
forward, being restrained, it would seem, by a genteel 
self-denial, from gratifying curiosity, lest it might be 
thought obtrusive. Their dress is singularly grace- 
ful ; it consists of a loose flowing robe, with very wide 
sleeves, tied round the middle by a broad rich belt 
or girdle of wrought silk, a yellow cylindrical cap, 
and a neat straw sandal, over a short cotton boot or 
stocking. Two of the chiefs wore light yellow robes, 
the other dark blue streaked with white, all of cotton. 
The cap is flat at top, and appears to be formed by 
winding a broad band diagonally round a frame, in 
such a manner, that at each turn a small portion of 
the last fold shall be visible above in front, and below 
at the hinder part. The sandal is kept on by a stiff 
straw band passing over the instep, and joining the 
sandal near the heel ; this band is tied to the forepart 
by a slight string, drawn between the great toe and 
the next, the stocking having a division like the fin- 
ger of a glove for the great toe. They all carry fans, 
which they stick in their girdles when not in use, and 
each person has a short tobacco pipe in a small bag, 
hanging along with the pouch, at the girdle. When 
they had satisfied themselves with looking over the 
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cabin, they went away, with a promise of returning in 
the evening as soon as the answer from the Great 
Man should arrive. 

During all this morning, the whole space between 
the ships and the shore has been covered with canoes, 
each containing about ten persons. The scene was 
very lively, for few of the parties which came to visit 
the ships remained long on board, so that the canoes 
were continually passing backwards and forwards, 
and the number which came in this way must have 
been immense. They all seemed highly gratified at 
being allowed to go wherever they liked over the' 
ships, nor was this liberty ever abused. The man- 
ners even of the lowest classes are genteel and be- 
coming ; their curiosity is great, but it never makes 
them rudely inquisitive : their language is musical, 
and in most cases easy of pronunciation. We heard 
a boat song to-day, the air of which was sweet and 
plaintive ; we tried in vain to catch the words, and 
unfortunately, none of us had skill enough to note 
down the air. We observed several people in ca- 
noes, making drawings of the ships, but they hid their 
work when they were observed. In consequence of 
what had been said last night of our wanting repairs, 
a party of shipwrights and caulkers was sent on board 
the Alceste this morning, but their tools were of a 
Lilliputian order, and quite unsuited to the rough 
work required. 

The variety of colour and pattern in the dresses of 
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the people to-day is remarkable. Many wear printed 
cottons, others have cotton dresses with a pattern 
drawn on it by hand, instead of being stamped ; but 
blue, in all its shades, is the prevalent colour, though 
there were many dresses, resembling in every respect 
Highland tartans. The children, in general, wear 
more shewy dresses than the men, and of the dress 
of the women we can say nothing, as none have yet 
been seen. Every person has one of the girdles be- 
fore described, which is always of a different colour 
from the dress, and is, in general, richly ornamented 
with flowers in embossed silk, and sometimes with 
gold and silver threads. This dress is nat.iratiy so 
graceful, that even the lowest boatmen have a pic- 
turesque appearance. Their hair, which is of a glossy 
black, is shaved off the crown, but the bare place is 
concealed by their mode of dressing the hair in a 
close knot over it. Their beards and mustachios are 
allowed to grow, and are kept neat and smooth. They 
are rather low in stature, but are well formed, and 
have an easy graceful carriage, which suits well with 
their flowing dress. Their colour is not good, some 
being very dark and others nearly white, but in most 
instances they are of a deep copper. This is fully 
compensated for by the sweetness and intelligence of 
their countenance. Their eyes, which are black, 
have a placid expression, and their teeth are regular 
and beautifully white. In deportment they are mo- 
dest, polite, timid, and respectful, and in short appear 
to be a most interesting and amiable people. 

Two of our friends who had visited us in the morn- 
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ing, and whose names we have discovered to be 
Ookooma and Jeema, came on board again about half 
past five and staid an hour ; they had not received any 
answer, they said, from the great man, and therefore 
could not send pilots to the " hoonee gua," or little 
ship. They were accompanied by a chief whom we 
took to be a Chinese from his Iboks, and his appear- 
ing to Understand the interpreter better than the others. 
His formal and suspicious manner did not promise so 
well as that of the others. They came to say that a 
present of stock and vegetables had been sent to the 
ships. It was intimated to them that we intended to 
land the next day, and upon their objecting to this, 
we said that our wish was to wait upon the Great 
Man; to which they replied, that no person answering 
to this description resided here. We then said, that ft 
Was right \tf e should return their visit. This argument 
they combated by saying that they were men of une- 
qual rank to us, and therefore nowise entitled to such 
an honour ; and that we at the same time, would be 
degrading ourselves by such undue condescension. 
This having failed, Captain Maxwell told them of 
his illness : upon which, our new acquaintance, who 
seemed more earnestly bent against our landing than 
the others, offered to send a physician on board to 
see him. Captain Maxwell replied, that his own 
doctor had recommended a ride on shore ; upon which 
they laughed, and turned the discourse to something 
else. 

In this way every proposal to land, or even allusion 
to the shore, was industriously put aside j and as it 
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was our wish to gain their good-will, the matter was 
dropped for the present. Before they went away, 
Captain Maxwell, pointing to their pipes, begged 
them to smoke if they wished it ; they were grateful 
for this considerate attention, but would not on any 
account begin till we shewed them the example, by 
smoking with pipes which they prepared for us. 
They appeared more at their ease after this incident, 
and after sitting for some time, took leave for the 
night on the most friendly terms. 

18th of September.-r-Captain Maxwell sent tome 
to say that he meant to land on a point at some dis- 
tance from the town, in order to observe the sun's 
meridian altitude with an artificial horizon. Just as 
I was setting out to accompany him, I was taken by 
surprise by two w r ell-dressed natives, who were half- 
way down the cabin ladder before I knew of their ap- 
proach. One came to superintend the measurement 
of the Lyra, and the other, who Seemed of inferior 
rank, to explain why some poultry, only then sent, 
had not come on the preceding night, along with the 
other presents. I forgot to mention, that a bullock, 
two hogs, two goats, a dozen and a half of fowls, 
some candles, wood, and water, were sent to each of 
the ships. I asked them to sit down, and they were 
so well satisfied with the Constantia which I gave 
them,' that they remained for some time ; owing to 
which delay, I did not reach the shore till the time 
for observing the sun had gone by. I found Captain 
Maxwell with Ookooma and several of the chiefs, 
and an immense crowd of the natives, all of whom 
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had left the town on seeing the boat put off, and had 
hastened to this spot, either out of curiosity or respect, 
or more probably to watch our proceedings. At our 
request, Ookooma, who appears to possess considera- 
ble authority, made the whole crowd, chiefs and all, 
sit down on the grass in a circle round us. Tlieir 
astonishment at our operations were strongly express* 
ed in their countenances, and, indeed, our apparatus 
and behaviour must have looked, to perfect strangers, 
somewhat magical. 

In the first place the quicksilver, which to them 
would appear like melted metal, was poured into a 
trough, in a fine stream from a wooden botde ; while 
it was running out the people repeated in an under 
tone " yi, yi, yi, yi !" but were silent when the glass 
roof was placed over the trough. The circular in- 
strument and sextant, fixed on stands, next attracted 
their notice, and they looked on in profound silence 
while we were taking the sun's altitude. As we were 
too late for the desired observation, we amused the na- 
tives by letting them look at the two reflected images 
of the sun through the telescope of the instruments. 
Ookooma was the first who looked, and being quite 
unprepared for what he saw, started back in astonish- 
ment, as if he had unconsciously beheld something 
supernatural and forbidden. The other chiefs, iij 
their turn, placed themselves at the instrument, as 
well as several old men who stepped forward from 
the crowd. Some testified their surprise by a sudden 
exclamation ; others were perfectly calm, so that we 
could not guess what they thought ; and some held 
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up their hands, and looked as if the whole matter was 
totally beyond the reach of their comprehension* 
When this was over, and there was no longer any 
necessity for the crowd being seated, they closed 
round and watched us while we were putting the in- 
struments up. Some of the boys held out their 
hands for quicksilver, with which they ran off quite 
happy. 

During this time we were about fifty yards from 
the foot of a cliff, on the brow of which was posted a 
group of women with baskets on their heads; we 
were unfortunately not near enough to discern their 
features, nor to make but their dress distinctly ; it ap- 
peared, however, to be like that of the men, though' J 
somewhat shorter, and without any girdle round the 
waist. 

The rock here rises in perpendicular rugged cliffs 
of coral, with a number of~ rude square excavations . 
on its face, which, at first sight, appear to have been 
worn by the elements, but on examination shew evi- 
dent traces of art. Most of these caves are closed 
up by a wall of loose stones, but in one, of which 
the mouth was open, several human bones were found 
lying amongst the sand. On removing a stone from 
a closed cave, a vase was observed in the inside, of 
an elegant shape; the people signified to us that these 
were the remains of the dead, but* we did not make 
out distinctly whether the bones or the ashes only 
were thus preserved. They made no objections to 
our examining these caves, though they certainly 
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were not pleased with it. No notice was taken of 
what Captain Maxwell and I did ; but Mr. Clifford, 
who had remained below collecting words from some 
intelligent natives, was strongly recommended by 
Ookooma to go back to the boat ; he walked up, how- 
ever, without opposition, to the cave which we had 
been examining, and they ceased to importune him. 
A number of little boys who had observed us occa- 
sionally pulling flowers and plants, ran about collect- 
ing for us, and after presenting what they had gather- 
ed, with much politeness, ran away laughing with an 
arch expression of ridicule at our curiosity. 

On our way back, instead of going directly off to 
the ships, we coasted along shore in our boats, which 
gave us a new view of a stone bridge, of one arch, 
connecting two parts of the town. On the south side 
of the bridge we passed a space of considqgable extent, 
probably set apart as a burying ground. We saw 
here a number of large horse-shoe tombs like those 
used in China, whitewashed, and apparently kept in 
good repair. Most of the tombs, however, are in the 
form of small square houses, with low pyramidal 
roofs ; some of these were tiled, others thatched. It 
is evident that, in what relates to the dead, they fol- 
low, in some respects, the Chinese customs. 



The whole coast at this place is of coral cliffs, the 
base of which appears to hp.ve been scooped out by 
the action of the sea. As this excavation is at some 
pjacas higher than the waves of the sea can be sup- 
pgtacL taiiaye evef reached, there i& difficulty in as- 
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signing the sea as die cause ; yet the roof of the ex- 
cavation is horizontal for a great extent, and its ap* 
pearance, in every other respect, suggests that it has 
been formed by the dashing of the waves. There 
is, moreover, some difficulty in accounting for coral 
cliffs being so much above the level of the sea; in 
which, according to every supposition, they must 
have been formed* 

• 

The scenery here, as in most countries in these 
climates, does not admit of a satisfactory descrip- 
tion. It may be said, however, that it is more pleas- 
ing to the eye than that of islands near the equa- 
tor, where the vegetation is so profusely luxuriant, as 
to overload the picture with foliage to the exclusion 
of every thing else. Here there is much variety ; the 
numerous groves of pine-trees give some parts of it 
an English air, but the style of landscape is what is 
called tropical. 

19th of September. No answer having yet come 
from the Great Man, we begin to apprehend that they 
ai*e going to treat us in Chinese style, and exclude u* 
from their country altogether. We have tried in 
n&ift to discover whether the King is at this place, or 
a hundred, or as some maintain, a thousand miles off; 
in die mean time, as we know the island to be not. 
more than sixty miles long, it is fair to suppose that 
they wish to deceive us. 

* » - • . 

We conjecture that a large building oh a rising 
greuitd, three or four miles from us in an eastean cji* 
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rection, with two flag-staffs near it, is die palace men*, 
tioned in the account quoted by Pere Gaubil, Lettres 
Edifiantes et Curieuses, Tom. XXIII. The natives 
always refuse to give any information when asked 
about this building. 

Whenever the natives come on board, if at all well 
dressed, they are asked into the cabin, where we treat 
them with cherry brandy and Constantia. In the 
course of conversation ihey contribute a number of 
new words, and, in general, when they see what the 
object is, are very willing to lend their assistance, and 
take much pains to teach us the true pronunciation 
of their words. One man, however, who was not so 
quick as they generally are, was in the cabin to-day 
for some time; Mr. Clifford was getting from him 
the Loo-choo words for sour, sweet, salt, &c. ; and in 
order to make him comprehend the questions, made 
him taste different things that were sour, sweet, and 
so on : the poor fellow stood this very well, till some 
quassia was given to him to get the word " bitter ;" he 
had no sooner tasted it, than he ran off quite astonish- 
ed at the manner in which he had been entertained. 

It blew hard this morning, so that there was little 
intercourse with the shore ; but towards sunset it mo- 
derated, and Ookooma, Jeema, and four other Chiefs, 
came on board, bringing with them a present of a 
bullock, two hogs, goats, and vegetables. The 
Chief whose name is Shayoon is the most clever of 
them all ; he is next in rank to Ookooma, but he ge- 
nerally takes, the lead jo discussion ; he has a quick 
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intelligent look, with more determination in his man- 
ner than ajiy of the others. They were very parti- 
cularon all these state occasions to observe the order 
of precedence, and no one sat down till his superior 
was seated. When any subject was discussed, one 
at a time rose to speak, but not in order of rank, and 
they never attempted to interrupt one another. 

The weather at this moment looked so stormy, 
that I went on board the Lyra to prepare for a gale ; 
by which I lost a very interesting conference with the 
chiefs. I learnt from Captain Maxwell afterwards, 
that he had remonstrated with them on their incon- 
sistency and the pretended difficulty of getting an- 
swers from court ; he gave them to understand, that 
he did not conceive it was treating tlje King of Eng- 
land with due respect to deny his officers permission 
to walk on shore. Again, that they had promised 
to send pilots, but that none had come ; and that 
many other promises had not been performed. He 
desired the interpreter to say, that he was not pleased 
with their telling him so many different stories, all of 
which could not be true ; first they said that the buj- 
locks, hogs, &c. were gifts from themselves; then, 
that they were sent by the Great Man ; then, that 
there was no Great Man here : in fine, he urged them 
strongly to teH him the truth on all points. They 
made the interpreter repeat six times over what Cap- 
tain Maxwell had desired him to say ; they then con- 
sulted amongst v themselves a long time, and at last 
assured Captain Maxwell, that a reply to the com- 
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munications made by them to government would 
reach tfris place next day. 

As the stock and vegetables received by the ships 
had, by this time, amounted to a considerable quan- 
tity, a bag of dollars was offered to them, and they 
were urged to take payment for what had been sent 
on board ; this offer, which had been made more 
than once before, was still declined ; upon which they 
were informed that we considered it improper, as 
servants of government, to receive presents to such 
an extent from individuals. Upon this they gave 
their assurance, that the stock had been sent on board 
by order of the Loo-choo government, on their being 
informed that the King of another country's ships had 
arrived. No payment they said could therefore be 
taken. With this Captain Maxwell was satisfied. 
Their wish seems to be, to prevent our opening any 
communication with their government, and they ap- 
pear so decided upon these matters, that they will 
probably succeed, notwithstanding all our efforts. 

The chiefs have dresses adapted to the state of the 
weather ; yesterday being cold and threatening, they 
all came on board with a sort of cloak or great coat 
made of a thick blue stuff like woollen cloth, button- 
ed in front It is tighter than the ordinary dress, and 
is worn over it It is only in fine weather, and on 
state occasions, that they wear the band turban, called 
by them " hatchee matchee ;" at all other times they 
go uncovered, having their hair dressed like the rest 
of the people. 
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r ^Oth of September.— The mercury in the barome- 
ter fell last night from, 29. 72, to 29. 51, and the sky 
assumed a yellow appearance- We expected a heavy 
gale, more particularly as it was so near the equinox, 
but we were so sheltered by the land, that though it 
appeared to blow hard at sea, we felt nothing of it 

where w* fay. 

r 

Three or four canoes came round the south-west 
point of land this forenoon; die people in them were 
supposed to have come from the other side of the 
island, for they did not appear to have seen the ships 
before. One of these people was much delighted 
with a looking-glass which was shewn to him ; he 
took it in his hands, and calling his companions about 
him, shewed them in turn its effect Haying done 
so several times, he held it opposite to his own face 
for four or five minutes without altering his counte- 
nance m the least; at last he smiled, and immediately 
and involuntarily nodded assent to the image in the 
glass, which had so exactly expressed what he felt 
himself; he seemed, however, aware, that it was a re- 
flectkfn of his own countenance, as he pointed to him- 
self, yet he could not restrain his curiosity from look* 
ing behind, but instantly turned it round again. 
While the glass was in his hands, he made us se- 
veral long speeches, in which he frequently repeated 
die word " Kagung," the Loo-choo name for mirror; 
but, from his behaviour, it is probable he knew it 
only by name. One of this party sold his " Jeewa" 
or head ornaments for a wine glass. Sometime af- 
terwards, the others saw a bottle, which they wished 

L 
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to purchase in the same way; it was, howetar gfaen 
to them as a present, and they went away very well 
satisfied. These canoes were of pine, from twelve 
to twenty feet long, and from two to four Made ; their 
anchor is made of wood loaded with stones. 

As no answer came this morning from the Great 
Man, Captain Maxwell took the ships into a more se- 
cure anchorage at the north-east corner of the bay ; 
our first anchorage being too close to a reef, and 
moreover open to the south-west winds. The place 
we had now shifted to, though apparently exposed, 
is, in fact, sheltered by a chain of reefs under water 
outside of us to the westward. By this change, we 
have been brought close to the bridge spoken of be- 
fore, and are now abreast the east end of the town : 
the Lyra not being more than a quarter of a mile from 
the shore. A strict watch is kept on shore, so that 
no boat leaves the ships without being observed. 
Orders have been given for the whole anchorage to 
be carefully sounded; in doing this, the boats often 
approach the shore, and whenever this happens, a 
crowd of the natives, headed by one or other of the 
chiefs, repair to the spot, and wave them to ^eep 
farther off. 

21st of September. — There appears to be some 
embargo upon the canoes, for there has not been one 
near us this morning, and only one on board the AI- 
ceste. It was found necessary to-day to move the 
frigate still farther in, and four or five hawsers were 
laid out for the purpose of warping her a-head. 
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While this was going on, the beach, and all the 
heights near us, were crowded with people, wonder- 
ing, no doubt, how the ship was made to move with- 
out sails, for the hawsers were low down, and might 
have escaped their observation. In the canoe which 
visited the Alceste, there came two men, who had 
not been seen before ; they remained but a short time, 
which was spent in examining the hawsers and the 
mode of warping the ship. As soon as they had 
made themselves master of this subject, they went 
on shore, as if to make a report During their visit 
they said little, being intent upon what was going on ; 
but the interpreter learht from one of diem, that a 
Great Man had actually come, or was expected in 
the town to-day. A report prevails, that the King 
of the island has lately been on board in disguise. 
We cannot trace the report to any good foundation, 
and it is probably false. At die same time, if his 
Majesty has" any curiosity, it is not unlikely that he 
may have come near enough to see such a strange 
sight as we must be. 

It is possible that our moving up so close to the 
town has alarmed the people, and may have prevent- 
ed their visiting us as heretofore; at all events, it is 
very unfair in our friends, the Chiefs, neither to let 
the people come on board, nor to allow us to go on 
shore to look at them, 

Our occupation in the mean time is to observe die 
natives through the telescope placed on a table on the 



80 

Lyra's poop. The stone bridge appears to be a great 
thoroughfare, several roads from the country leading 
to it; it seems also to be the only entrance to the 
town on this side. Nobody crosses it without stop- 
ping to look at us, and a crowd of idle people have 
taken post on and about it We see a number of 
women coming from the country with baskets on 
their heads. Their outer dress differs from that of 
the men, it is open in front, and they have no girdle; 
they have an under dress, or sack, which is also loose, 
but not open; in some we can see that this comes 
nearly to the feet, in others just to die knee, and we 
imagine that those who work in the fields have the 
short dress : most of diem allow their upper garment 
to flow out with the wind behind them. We observe 
a woman carrying a child across the hip as in India, 
with its hands on its mother's shoulder, while her 
arm is round the child's waist One young lady has 
been seen for some time amusing herself by making 
a dog bark at the ships. We see women beating rice 
in wooden mortars. On the banks, of tj*e stream 
which the bridge crosses, there are a number of peo- 
ple washing clothes, which they perform in the In- 
dian way, by dipping the clothes in water and beating; 
diem on stones. From one end of the beach to the 
other there is a range of people watching us, they 
are formed here and there into groups; one of which, 
on a craggy knoll abreast of the ships, has struck us 
as being particularly interesting. A fine majestic 
looking iftan, whose full beard and flowing garments 
Us: of a figure in the Cartoons of Raphael, is 



• »i 



81 

•tending in the middle of a circle of old men, who 
are lying on die grass, and appear to be listening to 
him. 

522nd of September.— This morning brings us no 
news, no permission to land ! A number of flags 
and stream are displayed on the masts of the ves- 
sels m the inner harbour, and there seems to be some- 
thing going on on shore ; no boats have come to us, 
and we have no occupation but looking through the 
glass, which, however, affords a good deal of enter* 
taimnerit, particularly as the people whom we see 
with it act in the usual way , being unconscious of our 
scrutiny. 

: In the afternoon a numberof boats left the shore and 
proceeded to the Alceste in procession. In the fore- 
most boat there seemed to be a person of conse- 
quence, whom we immediately conjectured to be the 
Great Man alluded to by the people yesterday. He 
got on boa#d the Alceste before us, and the natives 
also had left their canoes, so that we found the ship's 
decks crowded with people. The Chief, whom we 
found seated in die cabin, was clothed in purple silk, 
with a light purple hatchee matchee. An official 
communication of our hfstofy was now repeated at 
the old man's request He listened with great atten- 
tion tiH Captain Maxwell concluded his statement, 
by informing him that die ship Was leaky and requir- 
ed frequent pumping. He then begged permission 
to see tins operation, if it would not give too much 
trouble. As this was exactly what we wished, the 
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chain pumps were ordered to be got ready, and the 
conference went on, consisting principally of compli- 
ments. Observing that we took notice of his being 
a little deaf, he seemed anxious to explain that this 
was the effect of age. He made us feel his pulse, 
and look at the withered state of his hand, then tak- 
ing ours and feeling the pulse, held them up along 
with his own, and laughed with great good humour 
at the contrast which age had produced. He was 
about sixty years old, and his beard of thin hair was 
as white as snow : he had a cheerfulness of expres- 
sion, and a liveliness of manner, which are remarkable 
for a man of his years. His manners were graceful 
and elegant, and from the first moment he seemgd 
quite at his ease. Every thing about him, in short, 
indicated good-breeding, and a familiarity with good 
society ; and we could not help remarking his deci- 
ded superiority in appearance over the other chiefs. 

When the pumps were ready, he was escorted to 
the main deck, where he sat for some time in great 
admiration of the machinery; and seeing the labour 
required to work it, he seemed really affected at our 
situation, which he naturally thought must be very 
bad, from the immense quantity of water thrown out 
by the pumps. The ship being upright, the water 
did not run off freely from the deck, and in a short 
time it flowed round the chair in which the old man 
was seated. Three or four of the sailors seeing him 
somewhat uneasy at this inundation, took him up 
chair and all, and placed him. on a dry spot. The 
old gentleman was surprised, not displeased, and very 
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graciously replied to the low bows which the sailors 
made him. On returning to the cabin, they were all 
entertained as usual with sweet wine, cherry brandy, 
and pipes. The old man filled pipes for us, and as 
soon as this part of the ceremonial had been gone 
through, a formal request was made for permission 
to land the Alceste's casks and stores, in order to 
stop the leak and make other repairs. This produced 
a long discussion amongst the chiefs, in which the 
old man joined but little ; he spoke, however, now 
and then, and whatever he said appeared to be to the 
purpose. Whenever the chiefs spoke, they rose and 
addressed themselves to him in a most respectful 
manner. At length, having agreed about an answer, 
they communicated to Captain Maxwell that there 
was no good place here for the purposes he wanted, 
and that as our present anchorage was unsafe, they 
recommended our going round to the harbour allu- 
ded to on a former occasion. • At this place, which 
they call Winching or Oonching, he said we might 
put on shore whatever we chose. On our asking if 
in Winching the water was deep enough to admit a 
large ship, a long discussion arose, during which they 
appeared to be considering the merits of the harbour. 
They seemed apprehensive of giving it too high a 
character, and that on our reaching it we should be 
disappointed. The old man at length suggested 
sending the " little ship" to see whether it would an- 
swer. To this Captain Maxwell agreed, only re- 
questing that a person might accompany us, in order 
to save time in the search. Simple as this appears, 
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they took a long time to consider it, and ended by 
saying that no reply could be given till the next day. 

While the subject of this harbour was under dis- 
cussion, the old man drew on a sheet of paper, a 
chart of the island, and pointed out the place where 
the harbour lay. It proved afterwards, when we 
had surveyed the island, that this sketch possessed 
considerable accuracy, as the situation of the har- 
bour of which they spoke corresponds exactly with 
that of Port Melville, discovered in the Lyra. It is 
much to be regretted that this curious sketch is lost 

The Chief now walked about die cabin, examined 
the globes, books, and pictures, with great attention. 
The wainscot struck him particularly, as well as the 
machinery and finish of the windows and sliding 
shutters. Captain Maxwell tried to make him com- 
prehend our track on the globe. He had felt it be* 
coming to preserve some state while business was 
going on, but he now became quite chatty and fami- 
liar. He went aU over the ship, accompanied by 
the other chiefs and his own personal suite, consist- 
ing of a pipe bearer, a man who carried his large 
camp chair, another with a cover of red cloth for the 
chair, and a man who carried a round Japan box for 
the hatchee-matchee. Two others took it in turn to 
fan him, and to hold his arm by die elbow and wrist 
whenever he walked about; probably as a piece of 
state, for the ship had very little motion; these fan- 
ners were very expert at their business, far not con- 
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tent with cooling his face and neck, they lifted up his 
large sleeves and fanned his arms. On returning to 
the cabin, he saw Mr. Clifford using gloves, and 
begged leave to try them on ; with the right one he 
succeeded very well, but the nails of his left hand 
being about an inch long, he found it not so easy a 
matter : he seemed to think them the oddest things 
he had met with, and laughing much, held them up 
repeatedly to the other chiefs. 

The old man brought a present for Captain Max- 
well, and sent another to the Lyra, consisting of a 
hog, a kid, two bags of potatoes, a basket of charcoal, 
thirty bundles of eggs (five in each), a bundle of ver- 
micelli, and a jar of an ardent spirit called samchew. 
All the chiefs, who were in their best attire, were se- 
verally accompanied by a man carrying a box for the 
hatchee-matchee ; their dresses were of various co- 
Jours, and their sandals and stockings all alike. On 
rising to go away, the old man bowed to me, and said 
that he meant to visit my ship ; but this being evi- 
dently complimentary, I begged him not to take so 
much trouble : he, in return, expressed himself obli- 
ged to me for being satisfied with the politeness in- 
tended. The Embassador's barge was manned to 
take him on shore, but as soon as he saw what was 
intended, he drew back, ''and declared that he Could 
not land in any boat but his own. As it was sup- 
posed that his modesty prevented his accepting this 
offer, he was urged to overcome his scruples, and 
land in the manner proposed ; he still, however, de- 
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dined the honour, but at last went down the ladder, 
and having stepped into the barge, made a bow to 
Captain Maxwell, as if in acknowledgment of the at- 
tention, but immediately afterwards went into his 
own boat and pushed off r under a salute of three 
guns from each ship. 

Our intention of returning this visit the next day 
was not mentioned during the discussions in the ca- 
bin, from the certainty of its being combated, and 
perhaps overruled ; but when the last of the chiefs 
was getting into the boat, the interpreter was desired 
to tell him, in a careless way, as a matter of course, 
that next morning this visit would be returned on 
shore. As had been foreseen, this did not receive 
their approbation ; the interpreter went foto the boat, 
where every persuasion was used to convince him of 
the impropriety of our intention : they could not suc- 
ceed, however, in making him yield this point, and 
at length went away. This interpreter is called 
" John" by all parties, and though merely an under 
servant of the factory at Canton, he is a very shrewd 
fellow. His English is certainly not the best, and 
probably the Chinese he speaks is the base provin- 
cial language of Canton ; so that misunderstandings 
are no doubt often caused by his erroneous interpre- 
tation. 

John's report after the boat had put off, and from 
which we gather that we shall be expected, was as 
follows : " They ax me, c what for my Ta-yin come 
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sho? I say, < to make chin-chin* they Ta^iii;' 
they teH roe, * You Ta-yin too much great manda- 
darine, no can come sho ? I say, * What for my Ta- 
yin no come sho? He great man; hef Ta-wanjg-tee 
too much great man ; he let you Ta-yin coifie board 
ship, and you no let him come sho, chin-chin you 
Ta-yin ; what for this V Then they speak long time 
together ; by and by ax me, ' how many people bring 
sho you Ta-yin V So I shake my head, I no like give 
answer long time, (they always take long time answer 
sne). When they ax me again, I say, « Ta-yin 
bring fire people itao besides me/ Thdy say, i too 
much. men come;' I say, < No, no t<x> much.' They 
ax, c What time come?' I give no answer*" 

23d Septembei?.~A$ we had not contemplated 
such adventures as these, ytf£ had made no prepara- 
tions for them ; and now that it was necessary to make 
some return tb the chief whom we were going to vi- 
sit, we found great difficulty in preparing a suitable 
present Captain Maxwell took with him several 
dozens of wine, some books, glasses, various trin- 
kets, and a large piece of blue broad cloth. I took 
half the quantity of Captain Maxwell's other pre- 
sents, and a table cloth in place of the broad cloth. 
Smaller presents were also made up for each of the 
chiefs. At one o'clock we set out in the barge, with 

* Chin-chin in the corrupt dialect of Canton, means the 
ceremony of salutation) which consists ift the action of hold- 
ing up the closed hands, pressed together before tire face, 
and bowing at the same time. 

f Ta-wang-tee is Chinese for Emperor, King. 
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a large union jack flying, and as it blew fresh, we 
soon reached the harbour. As we rowed past the 
shore, the people were seen running along all the 
roads leading to the town, so that by the time we 
reached the harbour, the crowd on both sides was 
immense : the trees, walls, and house tops, and in 
short every spot from which we could be seen, was 
literally covered with people, forming a sight as 
striking and animated as can well be conceived. As 
we entered the harbour, several of the chiefs were ob- 
served to come down to a point, and wave for us to 
go round the end of a pier or mole, forming the inner 
harbour, where there was a good landing-place. 

The chiefs helped us out, and then led us along, 
Ookooma taking Captain Maxwell's hand, Shayoon 
mine, and Jeema Mr. Clifford's ; the others, accord- 
ing to their rank, conducted Mr. M'Leod of the Ai- 
ceste, Mr. Maxwell, and another midshipman, Mr. 
Browne. They held our hands nearly as high as 
the shoulder, while a lane was formed for us through 
the crowd of people, who were perfectly silent. The 
children were placed in front, and the next rank sat 
down, so that those behind could see us in passing. 
At about a hundred and fifty yards from the landing- 
place, we came to tha gate of a temple, where we 
were met by the Chief, who stood just on the out- 
side of the threshold, on a small raised pavement : he 
took Ookooma's place, and conducted Captain Max- 
well up a few steps into the temple, which was partly 
open on two sides, with deep verandahs, which made 
the interior shady and cool. A large table, finely 
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japanned, was spread, and two ornamented chairs 
were placed for us. The Chief seated himself at 
one end of the table, and placed Captain Maxwell on 
his left. 

He expressed himself much gratified and honour- 
ed by the visit, asked our ages, and if we were mar- 
ried. He was greatly pleased with Captain . Max- 
well's account of his family, which nearly correspond- 
ed with his own. He guessed Mr. MaxweH's age 
to be twenty-seven, and was with difficulty persuaded 
to believe that a person six feet high could be only 
sixteen. The same mistake was made by all the 
natives, who invariably judged of the age of our young 
men by their height alone. An entertainment was 
now served, beginning with a light kind of wine, 
called sackee, which was handed round in very di- 
minutive cups, filled by Issacha, from a small high 
pot in which the sackee was kept hot. They insist- 
ed on our emptying the cup every time, shewing 
us a fair example themselves. During the whole 
feast the sackee never left the table, being consider- 
ed apropos to all the strange dishes which we par- 
took of. The first of these consisted of hard boiled 
eggs, cut into slices, the outside of the white being 
coloured red. A pair of chopsticks* was now given 

• 

* Chopsticks are two pieces of ivory or wood, about a foot 
in length, of the thickness of a quill , they serve in China in- 
stead of a knife and fork, and are held in the right hand. 
Until the difficult art of holding them is attained, they are 
perfectly useless. The Chief at this feast, seeing that we 
made little progress, ordered sharp pointed sticks to be 
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to each person, and these were not changed during 
the feast Next came fish fried in batter, which we 
found an excellent dish ; then sliced smoked pork, 
next pig's liver sliced. After this, tea was handed 
round in cups of a moderate size j the tea was quite 
new, resembling, as was observed, an infusion of 
hay. Pipes and tobacco served to fill up the short 
intervals between the courses. A man attended be- 
hind each of our chairs, whose sole business it was 
to fill and light the pipes. The next dish was the 
strangest of any, and disgusted most of the party ; it 
consisted of a mass of coarse, soft, black sugar, wrap- 
ped up in unbaked dough, powdered over with rice 
flour, dyed yellow. After this we had dishes of 
round cakes, like gingerbread nuts ; therf cakes made 
in the form of wreaths, and in a variety of other 
shapes. There was something like cheese given us 
after the cakes, but we cannot form a probable con- 
jecture of what it was made. Most of the dishes 
were so good that we soon made a hearty dinner, but 
the attendants still brought in more, till the Chief 
seeing that we did not eat, recommended the sackee . 
to us. The old gentleman's eyes at length began to 
glisten, and observing that we felt it hot, he request- 
ed us to uncover, shewing the example himself. He 
seized the doctor's cocked hat and put it on, while 
the doctor did the same with his hatchee-matchee. 
The oddity of the Chiefs appearance produced by 
this change overcame the gravity of the attendants, 

brought, which he good humoured)? recommended our usiog 
instead of the chopsticks. 



and the mirth became getoeral: nor was the joke re- 
lished by any body more than the chief's two sons, 
who stood by his chair during all the entertainment : 
they were pretty lktle boys, with gaudy dresses, and 
their hair dressed in high shewy top knots. 

During the early part of the feast, our presents 
were brought in on trays, and laid at the feet of the 
Chief: the old man rose and saw them arranged, he 
then made a graceful bow, and acknowledged his 
satisfaction, observing that we had sent him too much, 
and had done him more honour than he was entitled 
to, and that he could not think of accepting die whole. 
This we considered matter of form, and in reply la- 
mented our inability to make suitable presents; upon 
which he sat down and said no more. The other 
chiefs ran about shewing the list of their presents to 
their friends among the crowd. 

The room in which this entertainment was given 
was open at first on two sides wily, but afterwards the 
partitions on the other two sides were taken down, be* 
ing contrived to slide in grooves ; thus the rooms are 
enlarged or diminished at pleasure. When the par- 
tition behind us was removed, several strange look- 
ing figures made their appearance, who we found 
were Bodezes or priests. Their heads and faces were 
shaved, their feet bare, and their dress different from 
that worn by the rest of the people, being somewhat 
shorter, and much less free and flowing, without any 
belt round the waist, the robe being merely tighten- 
ed a little by a drawing string tied at the side ; over 
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the shoulders hangs an embroidered band or belt^ 
like that used by drummers ; the colour of their dress 
is not uniform, some wearing black, others yellow, 
and some deep purple. They have a timorous, pa- 
tient, subdued sort of look, with a languid smile, and 
ghastly expression of countenance. They are low in 
stature, and generally look unhealthy ; they all stoop 
more or less, and their manners are without grace, 
so that a more contemptible class of people cannot ea- 
sily be imagined. Along with the Bodezes were 
several boys, whom we took to be their children from 
the resemblance they bore to them ; but this mistake 
must have arisen from these boys being dressed like 
the priests* for the Bodezes are strictly confined to a 
life of celibacv. From the circumstance of our be- 
ing in a temple, as well as from our general habits 
of respect to persons filling sacred stations, we felt at 
first disposed to treat these Bodezes with attention, 
but this was looked upon as ridiculous by the chiefs, 
who seeing us bowing to them, begged we would 
take no further notice of them. Instead of being the 
class most respected, they are considered the lowest, 
and if not held in contempt, are at least neglected by 
all other ranks. 

During all the time we were at table, the crowd 
pressed round the verandahs, and perched themselves 
upon the walls and house-tops in the vicinity, or 
wherever they could get a peep at us. The satisfac- 
tion here was mutual, as we were anxious to make 
the most of the opportunity, not knowing if we should 
ever be allowed to land again. After sitting two 



93 

hours we rose, and were escorted to the boats in the 
same order as when we landed. An attempt had 
been made during the feast, when the whole party 
were in good humour, to prevail upon the old gentle- 
man to sanction our taking a walk into the town ; but 
the bare mention of such a thing sobered the whole 
party in an instant, and the subject was accordingly 
dropped. The sailors, who had been kept in the 
boats for fear of their doing mischief, had not been 
neglected by the Chief, who had sent them part of 
the feast, nor did it seem that they had any objection 
to the sackee. We looked anxiously on the right 
and left as we passed through the crowd, in hopes of 
seeing some of the women, but* in this expectation 
we were disappointed. At a considerable distance 
indeed, on the opposite side of the harbour, we saw a 
group of women, several of whom came down to the 
causeway to obtain a better view of the boats as they 
passed. Six or eight young girls ran to the pier head, 
round some rocks near the end ; they reached this 
spot just as we rowed past, but looked quite fright- 
ened at finding themselves so near us, and immedi- 
ately drew back out of our sight. We fancied that 
we could discover a good deal of beauty in some of 
their faces, and that their figures were handsome ; but 
as we had not seen a fair lady's face for nearly half a 
year before, our judgment in this case is not perhaps to 
be depended on. Ookooma and his associates put off 
to accompany us in one of their own boats, but as it 
blew hard, they came no farther than the pier head : 
Jeeroo, however, was sent along with us, to see that 
there were no stray sheep. 

N 
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What is to follow is uncertain, but it is clear that 
we have made little progress of late, while fresh ob- 
stacles have been hourly rising against our landing; 
in the mean time, the Loochooans shew no little sa- 
gacity and kindness of disposition in supplying us 
liberally with all kinds of stock. 

24th of September. — Last night and to day it has 
blown a hard gale of wind, beginning at north north- 
east, and shifting to north-west, but the reefs and the 
land break its force,, and enable us to ride in perfect 
security; in all probability it blew severely in the 
open sea. The barometer fell from 29. 62, to 29. 50, 
yesterday ; in the evening it had reached 29. 48, and 
this morning stood at 29. 40. About four in the 
morning it began to rise rapidly, and the severity of 
the gale did not come on till it had risen a good deal. 
The thermometer both in the day and night stands 
at 82° with very little variation, but the sky being 
constantly clouded, no observations could be made. 

25th of September. — Jeeroo came on board this 
morning with a present of vegetables and fruit, and 
afterwards went on board the Alceste to join Ookoo- 
ma and Jeema. They had preceded him with a pre- 
sent from the Chief, by whose desire they made a 
number of kind inquiries, and repeatedly expressed, 
in his name, surprise and satisfaction at our having 
been able to ride out the gale. They also apologised 
for not visiting us yesterday, which the gale had ren- 
dered impossible. It was represented in the confer- 
ence to-day, that our limbs were getting quite stiff 
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for want of exercise, and that it became absoktfdr 
necessary for us to land, on account of oar heahh: 
they debated amongst themselves for some time, and 
then said that a final answer would be given to-mor- 
row. They have quite forgotten their promise to 
send a pilot for the harbour to the northward; they 
wish also that we should forget h, since they change 
the subject whenever it is spoken of, and afiect total 
ignorance of our meaning. The government proba- 
bly think it best to keep us where we are, and there- 
fore discourage our investigating die island any fur- 
ther. 

Jeeroo, who begins to get quite familiar with us aB, 
is a laughing good-humoured man, about thirty: he 
shakes everyone cordially by the hand when he comes 
on board, and engages in all our amusements with great 
cheerfulness. He is very useful to us, because die 
anxiety he has to learn English makes him comma* 
nicate freely the knowledge of his own language: 
thus there is little difficulty in fixing him over a gta&s 
of Constantly upon which occasions he contributes 
largely to our information. Some of our words die 
Loo-chooans cannot pronounce; the letter /preceded 
bye appears the most difficult; they call Clifford 
"Criflar," and even this requires many efforts: not 
one of the natives has yet been able to make any thing 
of child ; they call it shoidah, choiah, and chyad. 

26th of September. — No boats have been near us 
~ to day, and we might readily laad if we chose it ; but 
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Captain Maxwell is resolved not to do so till he gets 
the consent of the natives. 

27th of September. — As we were still prevented 
from going on shore we amused ourselves by ex- 
amining a reef which forms the north side of the an- 
chorage. We found a field of coral about half a mile 
square, dry at low water, with the surf breaking very 
high on the outer edge, which lies exposed to the 
waves from the north. The surface of the rock is 
every where worn into small holes, which being left 
full of water as the tide goes out, are occupied by a 
number of beautiful blue fish. The coral is exceed- 
ingly hard, and though at many places it sticks up in 
sharp points, it requires a hammer of considerable 
weight to break it, and emits sparks like flint when 
struck ; in a short time it entirely defaces the hammer. 
This extent of level space has suggested the idea of 
measuring a base on it in order to survey the anchor- 
age, since there appears so little chance of our being 
allowed to land for this purpose on the beach. 

While we were deliberating on this matter, we 
had a striking proof of the inconvenience to which 
we were likely to be exposed during this survey, by 
the tide rising and fairly washing us off. Notwith- 
standing this, we determined to commence next morn- 
ing, and returned to make preparations, in high spirits 
at the prospect of an occupation, if not on terra firma, 
at least out of the ship, within whose sides w* had 
been confined so long. On returning, we found that 
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Captain Maxwell had arranged a party to visit the 
small island and reef which we were so close to on the 
14th instant; the survey was therefore postponed. 

Jeeroo sent us off some fresh fish to-day ; some 
were red, and one or two blue : he came himself af- 

* 

terwards, and was happy to find us much gratified by 
his present. A formal message was sent to-day to 
the chiefs in attendance, stating that both ships were 
in want of fresh water, and that the boats must go on 
shore with casks to bring some off. In a short time 
after this message had been delivered, a number of 
canoes came alongside with large tubs of water; a 
strong proof of their alertness in getting rid of all our 
excuses for landing, and at the same time, it must be 
owned, of their readiness to supply our wants. An 
elderly gentleman, not a chief, visited us to day, ac- 
companied by his secretary. His appearance and 
manners being greatly in his favour, we paid him all 
the attention in our power. His wish was to be per- 
mitted to go all over the ship at his leisure; and in 
this way he examined every thing on board with far 
more attention than any body had done before him. 
His secretary, who was equally inquisitive, accom- 
panied him in order to take notes. He employed 
himself for about six hours in examining the upper 
deck, and never quitted any thing till he understood 
its use. While he was thus occupied, he was attend- 
ed by the sailors, who were pleased with his reverend 
appearance, and very readily assisted the old man in 
Ais enquiries. 
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It was interesting to observe, indeed, how early the 
gentle and engaging manners of all classes here won 
upon the sailors, no less than upon the officers. The 
natives from the first were treated with entire confi- 
dence ; no watch was ever kept over them, nor were 
they excluded from any part of the ships ; and not 
only was nothing stolen, but when any thing was lost, 
nobody even suspected for an instant, that it had been 
taken by them. 

The old man next came down to the cabin, where 
he remained a long time examining the books and 
furniture, and occasionally engaging in conversation 
with Mr. Clifford, for whose Vocabulary he supplied 
many new words, and corrected others which had 
been written down erroneously. He would not ac- 
cept any thing valuable, but was grateful for . sam- 
ples of rope, canvas, and cloth. This old gentleman 
renewed his examination of the brig next day; nor 
was it till the third day that he completed his survey. 

28th of September.— At sunrise we set out for Reef 
Island, which lies about six miles from the anchor- 
age : we reached it in about an hour, but as it was 
low water, the coral was left almost bare for a consi- 
derable way out, and our large boat could not get 
near the beach. In this dilemma we took possession 
of a canoe which was at anchor, and in several trips 
all the party landed. Near a hut we saw about a 
dozen people who stood looking at us till we landed, 
and then ran away, leaving their tobacco-pipes, 
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pouches, and various other things on the ground 
about the hut, in which we found a pot of boiled 
sweet potatoes and several jars of water. Having, in 
vain, tried to allay the apprehensions of the natives 
by waving to them, to induce them to approach us, 
we sat down to breakfast ; which we had hardly done, 
when two of them, an old man and a boy, came to 
the door of our tent and prostrated themselves before 
us, apparently in great alarm, for they answered in- 
coherently, " ooa" (yes) to every question we asked 
them. At last we raised the old man on his knees, 
but he would not quit this posture till we gave him a 
glass of rum, which re-assured him a little, and short- 
ly afterwards he consented to stand on his legs. 
Having thus gradually gained confidence, he made 
signs that we had taken his canoe : upon which an 
order was given to the coxswain to restore it. He 
guessed immediately what was said, and in the joy 
of his heart was proceeding to prostrate himself again, 
but was stopped by our holding out buttons and 
some pieces of meat and bread to him, which he re- 
ceived in both hands, and touching his head each 
time with the presents, made three low obeisances 
and retired. 

On rising from breakfast we found, near the tent, 
about a dozen natives, who, in most respects, resem- 
bled our friends at Napakiang, but were not so neatly 
dressed; and their hair, instead of being formed into 
a knot, was allowed to fly loose. During the morn- 
ing the party amused themselves in various ways. 
Some took their guns and went in search of curlews 
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and sea-snipes; others set out to explore the reefs; 
and two or three remained near the tent, for the pur- 
pose of making observations on the sun at noon ; but 
as it became cloudy about this time, the latter party 
failed in their object; The rest were more success- 
ful ; the sportsmen having shot some game for din- 
ner; and die other party having found all things fa- 
vourable for inspecting the reef. 

The examination of a coral reef during the differ- 
ent stages of one tide, is particularly interesting. 
When the tide has left it for some time it becomes 
dry, and appears to be a compact rock, exceedingly 
hard and ragged; but as the tide rises, and the waves 
begin to wash over it, the coral worms protrude them- 
selves from holes which were before invisible. These 
animals are of a great variety of shapes and sizes, and 
in such prodigious numbers, that, in a short time, 
the whole surface of the rock appears to be alive and 
bi motion. The most common worm is in the form 
of a star, with arms from four to six inches long, 
which are moved about with a rapid motion in all di- 
rections, pro))ably to catch food Others are so 
sluggish, that they may be mistaken for pieces of 
the rock, and are generally of a dark colour, and 
from four to five inches long, and two or three round. 
When the coral is broken, about high water mark, 
it is a solid hard stone, but if any part of it be de- 
tached at a spot which the tide reaches every day, it 
is found to be full of worms of different lengths and 
colours, some being as fine as a thread and several 
feet long, of a bright yellow, and sometimes of a blue 
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odour : others resemble snails, and some are not un- 
like lobsters in shape, but soft, and not above two in- 
ches long.* 

The growth of coral appears to cease when the 
worm is no longer exposed to the washing of the sea. 
Thus, a reef rises in the form of a cauliflower, till its 
top has gained the level of the highest tides, above 
which the worm has no power to advance, and die 
reef of course no longer extends itself upwards. The 
other parts, in succession, reach the surface, and there 
stop, forming in time a level field with steep sides all 
round. The reef, however, continually increases, 
and being prevented from going higher, extends itself 
laterally in all directions. But this growth being as 
rapid at the upper edge as it is lower down, the 
steepness of the face of the reef is still preserved. 
These are the circumstances which render coral reefs 
so dangerous in navigation ; for, in the first place, 
they are seldom seen above the water ; and, in the 
next, their sides are so steep, that a ship's bows may 
strike against the rock before any change of sound- 
ings has given warning of the danger. 

The island at high water is formed into three parts, 
which at low water are joined by reefs ; the whole 
being about two and a half or three miles from east 
to west, and tolerably clear of rocks en the south 
side ; but on the north it is guarded by a semicircle 

* A large collection, which was at this time made of these 
Zoophites, was unfortunately lost in the Alceste. 

o 
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of coral extending upwards of a mile from the shore* 
On the centre island is only one hut, which, as there 
was reason to beiive it to be the actual abode of the 
inhabitants, it may be allowable to describe. The 
walls were sunk under ground, so that only the roof 
appeared from without, the inside was fifteen feet by 
six : the walls of neatly squared stones, being two 
feet high, and the roof in the middle about six or 
seven feet high, formed of a ridge pole supported in 
the centre by a forked stick ; the rafters of rough 
branches were covered with reeds, and thatched over 
with the leaf of the wild pine, which grows on all the 
coral islands. The fire-place was at one end on a 
raised part of the floor, and the other end appeared 
to be the sleeping place. It was conjectured, that 
this wretched place could only be meant as a tempo- 
rary residence of fishermen, whose nets we saw lying 
about ; but the number of water jars and cooking 
utensils which we found in and about it, gave it the 
appearance erf* a fixed habitation. 

It was almost dark when we quitted the island, 
and the tide carrying us out of our proper course, we 
missed the ships and grounded on the reefs near the 
town ; but as the tide was flowing we easily got off, 
and by coasting along, soon gained the anchorage. 

Sunday, 29th of September. — This day is memo- 
rable, on account of its being the first on which we 
were permitted to land. 

Yesterday, when we were absent at Reef Island, 
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die chiefs had come on board to say that we might 
land, but that our walk must be confined to the beach, 
and that we were neither to enter the town, nor to gp 
into the country. At one o'clock several of the chiefs 
came on board and accompanied us to the beach, 
where we landed amidst an immense crowd, and were 
handed along by Ookootna and the rest, who, in their 
desire to be civil, held us by the arms. The day, 
however, being excessively hot, and the sand deep, 
we found this troublesome, and begged leave to walk 
alone, to which they reluctantly consented, and we 
proceeded along the beach for a quarter of a mile. 

Beginning to get tired of our walk, we stopped and 
expressed some surprise at such a reception, and told 
them how disagreeable it was to us to be in the sun 
at such an hour. But our remonstrances did not pro 
due; much effect, for, on our objecting particularly 
to the heat, they shewed us to a sort of cave in a rock 
on the beach, where thef put down a mat and wish- 
ed us to drink tea m the shade, since we disliked the 
sun. This could not be submitted to, however, and 
we told them that our object in landing was not to 
sit down on the beach to drink tea, but to walk about 
under the trees in order to recover our health, im- 
paired by a long stay on board ship. They tried all 
their eloquence to persuade us that our walk, thus 
limited, was perfectly pleasant ; till at length Captain 
Maxwell gave them to understand, that he wished to 
go to the top of the hills under the trees ; but that, 
as he did not mean to advance a single step beyond 
what was approved of, he would return instantly to 
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die ship if they persisted in confining him to the 
beach. A consultation was held upon this, during 
which, frequent reference was made to several elder- 
ly men, whose opinions appeared to have great weight. 
They did not wear the dress of chiefs, but, from all 
that passed, we suspected them to be persons about 
court, who had been sent to assist the councils of the 
local commission, without superseding its authority. 
They at last agreed to our going to the top of the 
hill, taking the precaution before we set out, of send- 
ing on a couple of runners, probably to give warning 
to the woitien who might be in that direction. About 
half way up the road, which winds along a steep face # 
there is a neatly-built well, supplied by a stream 
which runs along a carved water-course, and near it 
were three or four rudely carved stones about a foot 
long and four inches across, with slow matches and 
a small quantity of rice laid upon each. Mr. Clifford 
distinctly made out that this was meant as a religious 
offering, but its precise object could not be discover- 
ed, though it was conjectured that the guardian deity 
of the well might have some title to the honour. The 
side of the hill is cut into horizontal irregular ter- 
races, which are cultivated with apparent care, and 
irrigated by means of ditches leading from the well. 
On gaining the brow of the hill which overlooks the 
anchorage, the chiefs stopped, but as we were within 
a few yards of the summit, where we saw a shady 
grove, we begged them to proceed, to which, after a 
short deliberation, they consented. By gaining this 
eminence, we commanded a view of an extensive 
valley more beautiful than any thing we had ever 



105, 

seen ; and on the side opposite to us we saw the large 
building spoken of before, generally suspected to be 
the King's palace : our questions, however, on this 
subject were always answered in so evasive a man- 
ner, and with such apparent distress, that we seldom 
made any allusion either to it or to the King. 

Here we remained under the trees for an hour, 
drinking tea and smoking pipes in company with all 
the chiefs, besides four or five of the old men men- 
tioned before. We amused them by lighting their 
pipes with a burning glass ; but one old gentleman, 
who suspected some trick, and did not join in the 
surprise shewn by the rest, held out his hand that it 
might be exposed to the focus ; and he was soon un- 
deceived, to the great amusement of the circle. The 
magnifying power of the glass engaged the attention 
of them all, but they were differently affected by it : 
a start and an exclamation of pleased surprise was 
the most usual effect ; some laughed immoderately at 
every experiment, while others were made very grave 
by it, who had not been particularly serious before. 
Advantage was taken of the moment when their ad- 
miration of the glass was at the highest, to present it 
to Jeeroo, whose good- will it was thought expedient 
to conciliate : he had not expected this, and felt ob- 
liged to us for so public a mark of our esteem. 

A man on horseback happening to ride by, it was 
gravely suggested to the chiefs that nothing would so 
materially contribute to the establishment of our 
health as this species of exercise ; but they insisted 
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upon treating our request as a mere joke. On the 
way back an attempt was made to vary the walk by 
turning to the left on reaching the brow of the hill, 
and so walking along the edge of the cliff to another 
road ; the chiefs observed upon this that we should 
infallibly tumble down and kill ourselves; affecting, 
notwithstanding the absurdity of any such apprehen- 
sions, to be greatly distressed at our danger : so we 
turned back, after having had a short interview with 
an old man seated in a shed on the edge of the pre- 
cipice. His white beard, which covered his breast, 
suited well with his sedate and contemplative air, 
and gave him much the aspect of a hermit Our 
appearance did not in the least discompose him, nor 
did he take any notice of us till desired to do so by 
Ookooma ; he then bowed slightly, but immediately 
resumed his fixed look, as if he had been quite alone; 

As we drew near to the place where we had landed, 
our companions surprised us by an invitation to a 
{east, prepared, they said, on our account in the tem- 
ple close to the shore. Here they gave us painted 
eggs, smoked salt pork, and various preparations of 
eggs and fish, with sweet cakes in numberless forms, 
besides tea, pipes, and sackee, a light kind of wine 
made hot. Nothing could be more cheerful than 
they all were to-day : they placed us on the floor at 
the upper end of the room, and, for some time, they 
would not allow us to move ; but Mr. Clifford, who, 
from the progress he has made in their language, has 
become a great favourite, was invited to join a merry 
party in the verandah, to which they brought flowers, 
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On reaching Ac bods, Jeeroo and two of ns wwiwi 
seemed disposed to go on board; 
Agly mvited to do so, which 11 — —- m» 
that he took a rndehr-carred rrarr ornmeflL is the 
shape of a monkey, from his tobacco-poach, and gave 
it to me. Dinner was on table when ther came on 
board, but there was time before takzig my friends 
below, to intimate to the servants, that these gentle- 
men were going to dine with me, so that when we 
reached die cabin, three plates were hid in addrtinn. 
They had probably not expected to find dinner ready 
for diem on board, for they expressed surprise at 
these preparations having been made, and would not 
sit down for some time. When the covers were re- 
moved, they became silent, and looked on either hand 
for directions how to proceed. On being helped to 
soup, they did not stk tin they saw us take spoons, 
in the management of which they shewed bat Bale 
awkwardness. The knife and fork gave them more 
trouble, but they set seriously about acquiring a know- 
ledge of their use, and in a short time found no diffi- 
culty. 

Their grave propriety on this occasion is the more 
worthy of remark, from its standing in some measure 
opposed to our own behaviour under similar circum- 
stances : for instance, when we first tried to eat with 
their chop-sticks ; on that occasion there was a sort 
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of giggling embarrassment shewn by some of us, a 
contempt as it were of ourselves, for condescending 
to employ an effort to acquire the use of a thing ap- 
parently so unimportant. Their diminutive cups and 
odd dishes, too, sometimes excited mirth amongst 
us. Our Loo-choo friends, however, never com- 
mitted themselves in this way ; a difference of man- 
ners, which may arise from their looking upon us as 
their superiors, and vice vers& ; but even admitting 
this, which we were sufficiently disposed to do, it is 
certainly no excuse for us. 

On this occasion Jeeroo and his friends had evi- 
dently made up their minds to find every thing quite 
new, for all three made a slight involuntary exclama- 
tion w r hen one of the covers was lifted up, and shew- 
ed a dish of their own sweet potatoes. They ate of 
every thing, using a great deal of salt, with the fine- 
ness and whiteness of which they were much pleased. 
A tart, however, being put on the table, they all ob- 
jected at first to touching it : they would not say why : 
they were at length prevailed upon to taste it, which 
they had no sooner done, than they exclaimed that 
it was "masa! masa!" (good! good!) It was made 
of Scotch marmalade, and Jeeroo, in recommending 
it to his friends, told them it was " injassa, amasa," 
(bitter, sweet) a union which they appeared not to 
have met with before. They drank wine with us, 
but said they feared it would make them tipsy ; upon 
which we shewed them our mode of mixing it with 
water, which was evidently new to them, for they 
relished it so much in this form that they were in a fair 
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way of running unconsciously into the very execss 
which they dreaded. As soon as the cloth was re- 
moved, they rose, and went to walk about the ship : 
on our shewing a wish to accompany them they inr 
treated us to keep our seats. 

During dinner, though it was the first they had 
ever seen in the European style, these people not on- 
ly betrayed no awkwardness, but adopted our cus- 
toms, such as drinking wine with each other, so rea- 
dily, that we were frequently at a loss to determine 
whether they had but just learned these customs, or 
whether their own usages in these cases Were similar 
to ours. As they pushed off in their boat they were 
asked to sing, which they did at once, and by their 
manner we suspected that the song had some allusion 
to us, but we could not make out the words. 

30th of September. — During the whole of this 
morning we were engaged in the survey, accom- 
panied by several of the midshipmen of both ships. 
We measured a base, and continued taking angles 
till the tide rose and drove us off. 

1st of October. — As a free intercourse was now- 
established with the natives at this place, and little 
doubt remained of our being able to gain their per- 
mission in a day or two for landirjg the Alceste's 
stores, it became an object to ascertain, without fur- 
ther delay, whether or not this anchorage was better 
than the harbour described by the natives as being a 
few miles only to the northward. While any appre- 

P 
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hensions existed of our not being able to land here, 
it was not thought prudent to send the Lyra to look 
for that harbour, lest the (chiefs should become still 
more suspicious of our intentions. At this moment, 
however, there was reason to believe that the chiefs 
wished the Alceste to remain where she was, and it 
was expected that any show of moving to another 
harbour would stimulate their exertions to render our 
present situation agreeable. 

The Lyra was accordingly ordered to weigh this 
morning at daylight, for die purpose of examining the 
coast for ten or twelve leagues to the northward. We 
went out by a narrow passage through the reefs, and 
in the course of the morning beat up to Sugar Loaf 
Island. We did not land upon it, but passed near 
enough to see that it is richly cultivated on the lower 
parts, and that all the houses are collected into vil- 
lages, shaded as usual by large trees round the bot- 
tom, and for one-third of the way up the sides of the 
peak. As this was our furthest point in the present 
survey, we tacked on reaching the Sugar Loaf, and 
coasted round the shores of a large square bay on the 
west side of the great island. The wind shifted gra- 
dually as we sailed along, blowing directly off the 
shore at every place, by which means we were en- 
abled to complete the circuit of the bay before dark, 
after which we anchored in sixty-five fathoms water. 
Next morning we resumed our examination of the 
coast, but as the weather was fine, we hoisted out a 
boat and pulled close along the shore, while the brig 
kept her course at the distance of several miles. In 
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this manner we traced the whole shore, till we came 
close to Napakiang, without seeing any port. We 
tried to land at several places, but were every where 
Jtept off by coral reefs stretching along the coast, at 
the distance of two or three hundred yards, and for- 
ming, to strangers at least, an impenetrable barrier. 
The canoes of the natives paddled away from us, and 
passed through the surf by passages which we were 
afraid to approach. We returned to the brig about 
two o'clock, and at three anchored in our former 
place at Napakiang. 

The departurje of the Lyra had excited a great 
sensation on shore; the chiefs came off to inquire of 
Captain Maxwell where the " honee gua" (little ship) 
was ; but he did not choose to satisfy them, except 
by saying that they had trifled with him so long, and 
refused to let him land his casks and stores with such 
obstinacy, that he must endeavour to find some more 
favourable place at which to refit his ship. The ef- 
fect was exactly what he wished ; they intreated him 
not to think of moving from Napakiang; offered him 
not only large boats to put his stores in, but said he 
should have store-rooms on shore for whatever he 
desired, while his ship was refitting. They more- 
over granted him permission to land with his officers, 
and to go to the top of thp hill without being guarded 

as formerly. 

» 

On the Lyra's anchoring, the chiefs came on board 
in greal agitation, desiring to know what we had dis^ 
covered. As we had actually nothing to relate, the?a» 



112 

was little difficult}" in keeping our secret. They ac- 
companied me on board the Alceste when I went to 
make my repent, but Captain Maxwell, having found 
the advantage he had already gained by keeping them 
in ignorance of his intentions, was nowise communi- 
cative. They now offered to allow his people to land 
for the purpose of washing their clothes, which they 
had before refused to do, and in short, were in a 
mood to grant any thing, provided we were willing 
to remain at this part of the island. They did not 
pretend that this was out of regard for us, and it was 
easy to see that they apprehended more trouble in 
managing us any where else than at this place. 
Amongst the arguments used by them to dissuade 
us from going to the other end of the island, they 
said it was inhabited by savages. It came out acci- 
dentally too, that in the event of the ship's actually 
proceeding to other parts of the island, the six chiefs 
were to accompany us : so that they were probably 
influenced by considerations of personal convenience 
to make every exertion to prevent our moving. 

3d of October. — The Lyra's crew were allowed 
to go on shore to-day to wash their clothes, and amuse 
themselves by running about on the side of the hill. 
Two of the sailors of this party, who happened to be 
singing near the well, drew a number of natives round 
them, who expressed great pleasure at hearing their 
songs. At first the crowd consisted entirely of the 
peasantry, who listened with great attention, and never 
interrupted the sailors ; but in about half an hour, a 
person of some rank, with a number of attendants, 
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came up, and begged them to sing several of their 
songs over again : we could not find out who this per- 
son was, but it was probably one of the chiefs, some 
of whom are remarkably fond of our music* 

4th of October.— The survey on the reef was com- 
pleted to-d£y: the only inconvenience we had experi- 
enced here, was the limited time which the tide al- 
lowed us each day, otherwise the situation was well 
adapted for a base, from its commanding a view, of 
all parts of the anchorage. During the progress of 
the principal survey, the young gentlemen sent by* 
Captain Maxwell, in conjunction with the midship- 
men of the Lyra, completed a survey of the reef itself. 
A native of a genteel appearance, but not in the dress 
of a chief, visited the Lyra to-day, and gave me a 
present of two pipes and. two bags of sweet potatoes* 

" 5th of October. — Captain Maxwell called for me 
this morning at sunrise, on his way to the shore. 
The chiefs had not expected us so early, and our only 
companion for some time was an old peasant, who 
now and then ran on before to give notice of our ap- 
proach. Two well dressed people shortly afterwards 
came up, and continued with us during our walk> 
which at first lay along the beach, but afterwards led 
into the country ; some exception was taken to this 
by our companions, but as no attention was paid to 
them, they desisted. 

After walking about a mile, we passed through a 
grove of young trees, and found ourselves close to a 
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village, which lies in the bottom of a glen highly cul- . 
tivated, the houses being almost entirely hid by trees, 
of which the bamboo is the most conspicuous. 

This village is surrounded by a close hedge, and 
every separate house also has an inclosure : some of 
the houses have attached to them neat arbours, for- 
med of a light frame of bamboo covered with a vari- 
ety of creepers. The rice fields are divided by small 
banks of earth, made to retain the water, and along 
the top of each bank there is a foot-path ; the whole 
valley having much the air of a scene in India. A 
number of die villagers, accompanied by their chil- 
dren, came out to meet us, but there were no women 
amongst them ; we passed on, as they were evidently 
averse to our entering the village. 

On our way across the valley we were attracted by 
the appearance of a cottage, so buried in foliage as to 
be completely hid from our view till we were within 
a few paces of the door. It was surrounded by a 
slight fence of rods, about an inch apart, with a line 
of creepers along the top, and hanging down on both 
sides : a wicker gate admitted us, and we entered the 
house, which we found divided into two apartments, 
eight feet square, besides a small verandah at one 
end. The floors, which were made -of slips of bam- 
boo, were raised about six inches from the ground, 
and covered with a straw mat. The walls were five 
feet high, being neatly wattled with split bamboo, 
above which rose a pointed thatched roof. It was 
occupied by an old man, whom we appeared to have 
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disturbed at breakfast, for cups and tea-things were 
arranged on die floor; he asked us to sit down, and 
gave us pipes and tea. The little apartment we were 
in was as neat as any thing we had ever seen : on one 
side there was a set of shelves, with cups, bowls, and 
cooking utensils; on the others were hung various 
implements of husbandry, with hats and various 
dresses, all clean and in order. Higher up was a sort 
of loft or garret, formed by bamboo poles, laid hori- 
zontally from the top of the walls ; on this were placed 
various tools, nets, and baskets. The fire place was 
in the middle of one side, and sunk below the level. 
On the outside, in the space between the house and 
the fence, there was a pigeon house and a poultry 
yard, and close to the little verandah spoken off be- 
fore, there stood two spinning-wheels of a light and 
ingenious construction. All round on the outside of 
the fence, the trees were high and thick ; and though 
the sun was above the hills, the house was completely 
shaded except at the end, where a small opening ad- 
mitted the rays into the verandah. We staid some 
time with the old farmer, trying to express our admi- 
ration of the simplicity and beauty of his cottage, and 
then went up the opposite side of the valley. 

Here we found a road like a dressed walk in a gar- 
den : following this, we passed through a series of 
beautiful groves of bamboo and other trees, till at 
length, after winding about a good deal, we came to 
a double row of tall pine trees, interspersed with 
many others whose names we did not know, so as to 
form a walk which must be shadv at all hours of the 
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day. This road we knew would lead to the town, 
and therefore when we had reached the highest point 
we turned to the right, and after a short walk reached 
the grove of trees which had been made the limit to 
our first walk on the 29th ultimo. At this place 
Captain Maxwell surprised the natives a good deal 
by shooting several birds on the wing, but they could 
not be prevailed upon to fire themselves, nor even to 
pull the trigger when no powder was in the pan. 

6th of October. — After divine service to day on 
board the Alceste, a long conference was held be- 
tween Captain Maxwell and the five chiefs, when, 
after a good deal of discussion, it was agreed on their 
part to allow the Alceste's stores to be landed, for the 
purpose of getting at the leak. Our means of inter- 
preting on these occasions are not the best that could 
be wished; but John, our Chinese, is nevertheless a 
keen fellow, and very ready with answers when pres- 
sed. We generally explain as fully as possible to 
John what our wishes are, and then leave him to 
communicate them the best way he can. An in- 
stance of his quickness occurred to-day, which seems 
worth mentioning. John had communicated to 
them by captain Maxwell's desire, that as the leak 
complained of was in the magazine, it would be ne- 
cessary to land the powder : they debated a long time 
upon this, and then asked John " Why the powder 
was not put on board the little ship?" John, who 
was not aware of any good reason, affected to be sur- 
prised at thi* question, which he refused to interpret, 
saying that if Captain Maxwell thought such a raea- 
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sure right, he would surely not have waited till they 
suggested it. The light in which he had thus pqt 
.the question, made them earnestly desire him not to 
mention any thing about it, declaring at the same 
time, that they would willingly give a place for the 
powder, and for any other stores which Captain Max- 
well might wish to land 

To-day for the first time they talked unreservedly 
of the king, whose name even they had hitherto stu- 
diously avoided : they spoke freely of his majesty's 
having sent all the stock and vegetables with which 
we were daily supplied. Captain Maxwell, who of 
course was very desirous of opening a communica- 
tion with the court, intimated his wish to pay his re- 
spects as soon as might be convenient They heanj 
this with apparent satisfaction, and signified that his 
request should be made known to the king. We 
are at a loss to discover what can have caused this 
.change of manner. We can only conjecture, that 
perhaps the king, ou hearing so many reports about 
us, may have become desirous of seeing us himself. 
At all events it is clear that some alteration in the in- 
structions to the chiefs must have been made, other- 
wise they would have shewn their usual reserve when 
the king's name was mentioned, and Would on no 
account have allowed us to talk of visiting him. 

At one o'clock we went on shore to look at the 
place assigned by the chiefs for the reception of the 
Alceste's stores* It is an oblong mclosure, sixty 
yards by forty, surrounded by a wall twelve feet high, 

Q 
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rather well built with squared coral : the entrance is 
by a large gate on the south side, from which there 
extends raised gravel walks, with clipped hedges* the 
intermediate spaces being laid out in beds, like a gar- 
den. The temple in which we were feasted on the 
day of our first visit, occupies one corner of the in- 
closure ; it is completely shaded by a grove of trees, 
which also overhang the wall. In that part of the gar- 
den directly opposite to the gate, at the upper end of 
the walk, there is a smaller temple, nearly hid by the 
branches of several large banyan trees ; and before it, 
at the distance of ten or twelve paces, a square awk- 
ward looking building, with a raised terrace round it 
The temple first spoken of is divided by means of 
shifting partitions into four apartments, and a veran- 
dah running all round, having a row of carved wood- 
en pillars on its outer edge to support the roof, which 
extends considerably beyond it. The floor of the 
verandah is two feet from the ground, the roof is slo- 
ping and covered with handsome tiles, those farming 
the eaves being ornamented with flowers and various 
figures in relief; there are also several out-houses, 
and a kitchen communicating with them by covered 
-passages. In one of the inner apartments, at the 
tipper end, there is a small recess containing a green 
shrub, in a high narrow flower-pot, having a Chinese 
inscription on a tablet hanging above it on the wall. 
On another side of the same room, there hangs the 
^picture of a man rescuing a bird from the paws of a 
cat ; the bird seems to have been just taken from a 
cage, which is tumbling over, with two other birds 
fluttering about in the inside : it is merely a sketch, 
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but is executed in a spirited manner* In one of the 
back apartments we find three gilt images, eighteen 
inches high, with a flower in a vase before them. 
The roof of the temple within is ten feet high, and all 
the cornices, pillars, &c. are neatly carved into flow- 
ers and the figures of various animals. The ground 
immediately round it is divided into a number of 
small beds, planted with different shrubs and flowers ; 
and on a pedestal of artificial rock, in one of the walks 
close to it, is placed a clay vessel of an elegant form, 
full of water, with a wooden ladle swimming on the 
top. On a frame near one of the out-houses, hangs 
a large bell, three feet high, of an inelegant shape,, 
resembling a long bee-hive ; the sides are two inches 
thick, and richly ornamented : its tone is uncommon- 
ly fine. 

It was determined to appropriate part of the large 
temple to the use of the sick and their attendants ; 
the assistant surgeon of the Alceste taking one room, 
^nd the gunner, who was to have the whole inclosure 
in his charge, another. The small temple at the 
upper end, being a retired spot, was fixed upon for 
the Lyra's observatory ; the square building in the 
centre seemed well adapted for a magazine. At the 
gate a notice was hung up, both in English and Loo- 
choo, signifying that no person was to enter without 
a written pass from Captain Maxwell, or from one of 
the chiefs. 

. 7th and 8th of October. — These days have beea 
occupied in carrying the arrangements of Sunday into 
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effect It was very interesting to observe the care 
which the natives took of the sick, whom they assist* 
ed all the way from the beach to the temple; a num- 
ber of people attended to support such of them as had 
barely strength enough to walk. When they were 
safely lodged, eggs, milk, fowls, and vegetables, 
were brought to them ; and whenever any of them 
were tempted by the beauty of the scenery to walk 
out, several of the natives were ready to accompany 
them* 

The powder was landed, and Mr. Holman, the 
gunner of the frigate, began the operation of drying 
it on hides spread in the sun round the magazine. 
The cows and other stock were also landed. One 
of the cows calved that night, to the susprise of every 
body, and the great joy of the natives, who took a 
great fancy to the little bull born amongst them. 
Mr. Mayne, the master of the Alceste, took up his 
quarters in the temple, in order to be near his ob- 
servatory, which was in the centre of the garden. 
The stores of all kinds were sent on shore from the 
Alceste, which produced an apparent confusion, and 
the chiefs, seeing so many valuable things lying about, 
began to fear that they would be taken away ; at least, 
it was supposed that they had such an apprehension, 
for the wall of the temple was immediately fenced in 
by a sort of net-work of long bamboo poles, die ends 
of which were fixed in the ground at the foot of the 
wall on the outside, and the tops made to cross one 
another four or five feet above the wall. This con- 
trivance, instead of rendering the place more secure. 
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made it more accessible ; but as our opinion was not 
asked, and we had no apprehensions of theft, we let 
them proceed in their own way. 

Mrs. Lay, wife of the boatswain of the Alceste, 
was the only female ki our squadron, and as such 
excited no small interest at this place. She was a 
perfectly well behaved person, and sufficiently neat 
in her dress, but without great pretensions to good 
looks. The natives, who from the first paid her 
much attention, shewed at all times their desire of 
granting her every indulgence. , They even went so 
far as to say she might go into the city ; but, upon 
consulting with her husband, who was apprehensive 
of some accident, she declined it. When this cir- 
cumstance became known to us, we easily convinced 
the boatswain that no mischief could possibly arise 
from trusting his wife amongst such kind people ; 
but Mrs. Loy could not be persuaded of this ; and 
thus was lost the only opportunity of seeing the town 
which occurred during all our stay. 

Two of the natives have been studying English 
.with great assiduity, and with considerable success* 
One is called Midera, the other Anya. They carry 
note books in imitation of Mr. Clifford, in which they 
record in their own characters every word they learn. 
They are both keen fellows, and are always amongst 
the strangers. From the respect occasionally paid to 
them, it is suspected that their rank is higher than 
they give out, and that their object in pretending to 
be people of ordinary rank, is to obtain a more fr^e 
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intercourse with all classes on board the ships. Ma- 
dera, by his liveliness and his propriety of manners, 
has made himself a . great favourite ; he adopts our 
customs with a sort of intuitive readiness, sits down 
to table, uses a knife and fork, converses, and walks 
with us, in short, does every thing that we do, quite 
as a matter of course, without any apparent effort or 
study. He is further recommended to us by the 
free way in which he communicates every thing re* 
lating to his country; so that as he advances in Eng- 
lish, and we in Loo-choo, he may be the means of 
giving us much information. As an instance of his 
progress in English, it may be mentioned, that one 
day he came on board the Lyra, and said, " The 
Ta-yin speak me, * you go ship, John come shore ;' " 
by which we understood that Captain Maxwell had 
sent him on board the brig for the interpreter. This 
was about three weeks after our arrival. 

Most of the natives have acquired a little English, 
so that Mr. Clifford has now no difficulty in finding 
people willing to instruct him, and to take pains in 
correcting his pronunciation. One of his teachers, 
called Y&ckabee Oomeeje6ro, will not permit him to 
write down a single word till he has acquired the ex- 
act Loo-choo sound : but he is like the rest in shew- 
ing an invincible objection to giving any information 
about the women. He admits that he is married, 
and gives the names of his sons : but when his wife 
or daughters are alluded to, he becomes uneasy, and 
changes the subject On Mr. Clifford's gravely 
telling him that he believed there were no women on 
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the island, he was thrown off his guard, and answered 
hastily, that he had both a wife and daughter, but in- 
stantly checking himself, turned die conversation 
another way. On the picture of an English lady 
being shewn to him, he commended it highly, say- 
ing, at the same time, " Doochoo innigo who6co 
oorung" (Loo-choo women are not handsome.") 
.This old gentleman is a better teacher than scholar; 
he calls the letter L " airoo;" veal, " bairooj" flail, 
" frayroo;" in which instances of mispronunciation, 
we may recognise a difficulty not uncommon amongst 
English children. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Lyra sent to survey the Island of Loo-choo— Discovery 
of Port Melville— Description of that Harbour, and the 
Villages on its Banks— -Lyra nearly wrecked— Interview 
with Natives at the South Point— Return to Napakiang— 
Behaviour of the Natives at a Seaman's FimcraK-Mfcde- 
ra's Character and Conduct— Sociable Habits of the Na- 
tives—Dinner given to the Chiefs of the Island by Cap- 
tain Maxwell— Madera's Behaviour on this Occasion-r* 
Two Women seen— A Lady of Rank visits the Boat* 
swain's Wife— Captain Maxwell fractures his Finger— 
Loo-choo Surgeon— Concern of the Natives— Visit of the 
Prince— Discussion about the King of Loo-choo's Letter 
—Madera appears in a new Character— Feast gived by the 
Prince— 'List of Supplies given to the Ships— Behaviour 
of the Prince on taking Leave — Preparations for Depar- 
ture— Madera's Distress— Last Interview with the Chiefs 
•—Brief Memorandums upon the Religion, Manners, and 
Customs of Loo-choo— Advice to a Stranger visiting this 
Island. 

As soon as the survey of Napakiang anchorage 
was completed, and a perfectly good understanding 
established with the natives, it was determined to 
make a survey of the whole island, and the Lyra 
was ordered upon this service. She were absent 
about a week, during which period the general chart, 
of the island was constructed It will be obvious to 
every one acquainted with the subject, that, in so 
short a time, a very exact survey of the coast of an 
island nearly sixty miles long could not have been 
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made; yet, as die weather was in general fine, and 
other circumstances favourable, we were enabled to 
form a chart sufficiently correct for most practical 
purposes. But I propose at present to relate only 
such particulars of the cruise as seem likely to in- 
terest the general reader. 

9th of October*— * At daybreak we got under weigh 
and stood to sea through a passage discovered by the 
boats; it was' so extremely narrow, that the least de- 
viation from die course brought us close to the rocks. 
We .were regulated in steering by two marks on the 
land, which lie in the same straight line with the 
centre of the passage; these it is necessary to keep 
always together; but not conceiving that such nicety 
was required while sailing out, the marks were al- 
lowed to separate, by which we found ourselves in a 
minute or two within a few yards of a coral reef, the 
ragged tops of which were distinctly seen two or three 
feet below the surface, whilst, at the same time, the 
leadsman on the opposite side sounded in nine fa- 
thorns. This early proof of the danger of navigating 
amongst coral, by teaching us the necessity of ex- 
treme caution, was of great importance to us in our 
future operations* 

As the coast lying between Napakiang and the 
Sugar Loaf had already been examined, we proceeded 
at once round that island, which, from its Wing the 
same aspect on every bearing, and being quite differ- 
ent in shape from any land in this quarter, is an ex- 
cellent lapd-mark for navigators. The natives call 

R 
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it Eegooshcoond, or castle.* The English name 
was given, I believe, by Captain Broughton. 

Having rounded this peak and stood in for the 
north-west side of the Great Loo-choo, where there 
is a deep bight, a small island was observed close in 
shore, behind which it was thought there might be 
shelter for ships ; the coast, however, being unknown 
to us, it was not thought safe to carry the brig very 
close in, and a boat was therefore despatched with an 
officer to reconnoitre : he returned at eight o'clock to 
say that there was a harbour in the main land, the 
entrance to which lay on the inside of the small island 
mentioned before; but that the passages were narrow 
and winding, and that a more careful examination 
was necessary before the brig could venture in. 

11th of October. — In the .morning we again stood 
in, using the precaution of sending a boat a-head to 
sound the way ; when we had nearly reached the en- 
trance we anchored, and proceeded in three boats to 
examine the harbour discovered last night As jt 
was near noon when we passed the small island, we 
landed and observed the meridian altitude of the sun; 
after which we entered the harbour in the main island, 
by an intricate passage of about a quarter of a mile 
in length, and at one place not two hundred yards 

* Wc first discovered the meaning of this word by hearing 
one of the natives apply it to the cfcstie on the chess board; 
he used the same tevm when drawings of towers and castles 
were shewn to him. 
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wide. Here we found ourselves in a circular basin 
upwards of half a mile across, with deep water, and 
completely sheltered from all winds. On its western 
shore we saw a large and beautiful village almost hid 
amongst trees, with a high wooded range behind it 
stretching to the south. The eastern shore was low 
and laid out in salt fields, with a few huts here and 
there. At first sight this basin did not appear to 
have any outlet exceptby the one wefliftd examined; 
but on rowing to its upper or southern side, we found 
that it joined by a narrow channel with another har- 
bour still larger, and if possible more beautiful thin 
the first, for here the land w r as high on both sides, 
and richly wooded from top to bottom. Proceeding 
onwards through this basin, which had all the appear-' 
ance of an inland lake, we came to another outlet^ 
not above a hundred yards wide, formed by cliffs ris^' 
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ing abruptly out of the water to the height of a hiiri^ 
dred feet. Both sides being covered with tree^, 1 
which almost met overhead, the space below was 1 
rendered cool and pleasant, and the water, thus shel- 
tered from every wind, was as-smooth as glass. We 
rowed along for some time by various windings 
through this fairy scene in total uncertainty of what 
was to come next, and at last, after advancing about 
three miles, it opened into an extensive lake several 
miles in length, studded with numerous small islands; 

The depth of water in the lake varied from four to 
six fathoms ; but in the narrow neck which connects 
it with the sea the depth is froni ten to twenty fa- 
thoms, being deepest at the narrowest parts. Ships 
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might ride in any part of this extraordinary harbour, 
in perfect safety during the most violent tempests: 
and the shores are so varied, that every purpose of 
re-equipment might be served. At some places na- 
tural wharfs are formed by the rocks, and eight and 
ten fathoms water close to them* Ships might lie 
alongside these {daces, or might heave down by them : 
there are also shallow spots on which ships might be 
careene4« Many of the cliffs are hollowed into caves, 
which would answer for storehouses; and in the nu- 
merous lawns on both sides encampments might be 
formed of any number of people. 

We rowed directly across, and landed at the south- 
em side at the foot of a wooded range of hills, which 
forms the southern boundary of the lake. As no road 
was observed, it was resolved to go directly up the 
bill, and, in about an hour, after a. gpod deal of scram- 
bling amongst the, bushes and lor^j grass, we gained 
the top, where we found a neat pathway with a ditch, 
on each side, and a hedge growing on the top of the 
mound, formed of the earth from the ditch ; it resem- 
bled not a little an English lane. Without knowing 
where this might take us to, we followed, it, in the 
hope of meeting some of the people, but in this we 
were disappointed* Yet this place must, at times, be 
frequented, as we observed a number of similar paths 
leading to the right and left. 



The trees on this range of hills are low, and of no 
great beauty; the & is the most common, but we did 
not know the mu&s of the rest After walking abput 



a mile, our path look an abrupt turn down the brow 
of the hill, rod appeared to lead to a large village at 
some distance. The view from this elevation was 
very satisfactory, as it enabled us to check our rough 
eye draught of die harbour and coast. The road 
down the fyill was so steep that Jt wap just possible to 
sftaqd uppq it,hejng inclined, *s was conjectured on 
the spot, atf a^ngle of 45°. t At the foot of the hill 
there was , a . little cottage, consisting of two parts, 
made of yattled- rattans, connected by a light open 
bamboo roof r so covered with a large leaved creeper 
as to ^afford a complete shelter from the tun. The 
cottage, which was thatched, was enveloped in creep- 
ers, encircled by the usual rattan fence at two or three 
yards distance. One of the wings was occupied by 
goats; the other, which was dark, seemed to belong 
to the people, who had deserted it on our apjjrowh, 
There being only a small bole in the wall to admit 
light and air, and to allow the smoke to cacspe, every 
thing inside was black and dirty* Two spear* hung 
on one side, which, upon enquiry afterward*, we wm 
told were for striking fish. 

On coming to our boat*, wcfamd torn mmmmAr 
ed by a party of the natives, mmticr m mtw* #m 
our friends atNapakiaog, md timwm% \m> writfikf; 
probably their surprise at mm wdAm w^mm** lm& 
not subside d s uffi cient ly to ttfow <£ fow k*UA%$t% 
cariosity in detail, A brge party td torn *&i#4 
attentively while a mufcet wm U&k4 f &A vfam 
pointed wer die* l^adm 4* w,J^ 
ihataonKdiiqtwwjp^ Aeir 
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not shrinking or removing out of the way, it seemed 
they knew not what When it was fired, the whole 
party fell as if they had been shot, but rose instantly 
again, and looking to the right and left of each other, 
indulged in a timorous laugh. A cartridge was given 
to one man, with which he was nearly blowing him- 
self up by placing in on his lighted pipe. The officer 
of the boat informed uf that a gentleman had come 
' to him and offered his horse to ride ; he had dismount- 
ed for that purpose, but the horse was frightened, 
and would not suffer the officer to get upon him. 
We saw this person riding along when we were at 
the top of the hill ; he called out to us repeatedly, pro- 
bably to offer his horse, but we thought he wished to 
dissuade us from walking over the hiH, and accord- 
ingly took no notice of him. 

4 

In the mean time Mr. Clifford, who had teen tin- 
well, and felt unequal to the labour of climbing the 
hill, proceeded in one of the boats towards a large 
village on the eastern side of the lake. Hfe wis met 
by a number of the inhabitants, whose dress and ap- 
pearance were inferior to what we had been accus- 
tomed to see at Napakiang ; on his asking them in 
Loo-choo for some water, they gave it cheerfully ; 
but they shewed little curiosity, arid the party which 
followed wherever he went, seemed to have no other 
object than to prevent disturbance. They made no 
4 objection to his going into the village, where he saw 
in orte inclosure a complete farm-yard. The princi- 
pal house was closed, but to the offices there was free 
access. In .the stable were two handsome bay ponies ; 
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there was also a well stocked pig-sty, and a poultry- 
house. In another quarter stood a mill for husking 
corn, consisting of a grooved solid cylinder of wood, 
fitting neatly into a hollow cylinder, the sides of which 
were also grooved ; near this lay a hand flour- milt 
and several baskets of cotton. In another part of the 
court was a granary erected on posts alxmt six feet 
above the ground, having billets of fire-wood piled 
below it. At another plac£, under a tree in the vil- 
lage, he saw a blacksmith's anvil fixed in a block ; 
the forge was of masonry, having an air hole, but the 
bellows was wanting. 

In the centre of the village stood a building like a 
temple, surrounded by a stone wall. It was filled 
with elegant vases of different shapes and sizes, closed 
up and ranged in rows on the floor; the verandah en- 
circling the building was also covered with vases. 
According to the account of the natives, the remains 
of the dead are deposited in these jars. Round the 
building bamboo poles were placed so as to lean 
against the thatched roof, having notches cut in them, 
to which bundles of flowers were hung, some fresh, 
others decayed, apparently funereal offerings ; but their 
exact import Mr. Clifford was not able to learn. The 
elegant shape of the vases, and the tasteful way in 
which they were arranged, with the flowers hanging 
all round, gave tp this cemetery an air of cheerful- 
ness, which we are in the habit of thinking unsuit- 
able to a depository of the dead. 

This village, which is at the head of a bay, is 
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sheltered from the north wind by a row of trees be- 
tween it and die beach ; behind it is sheltered by a 
range of hills. A broad road runs between it and 
the water ; trees are planted among die houses, so as 
nearly to conceal diem. In the middle of the village 
near the cemetery, in an open square, there is a clus- 
ter of granaries like the one described above ; the 
walls are made of wattled rattan, and overhang the 
lower part 

Mr. Clifford tried in vain to see the Chief of the 
village ; but either there was no such person, or he 
was out of the way : the inhabitants pointed out a 
man on horseback as a Chief, who passed on to ano- 
ther village ; this was probably the same man who 
offered his horse to Mr. Hall, the officer of the boat 
Mr. Clifford went to the top of die range behind the 
village, and afterwards into the valley on the other 
side, which he found highly cultivated. 

~ From the heights we saw that the large space which 
was at first considered a lake, communicates with die 
sea to the north-eastward, as well as by the narrow 
passage through which we had come, but there was 
not time to allow of its being fully examined. As 
we returned by the narrow straits, we called at some 
of the small villages on the eastern side. At one of 
these, die people of die village, headed by a man who 
appeared to be superior to the rest, came towards the 
boat, and stopped for some minutes at the distance 
of fifty yards ; after which, appearing to have gained 
confidence, they came on, with Ac old man m front, 
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carrying a green bough, in his hand. He would not 
come close, however, till invited by Mr. Clifford ki 
Loo-choo to look at the boat; he then advanced and 
presented his bough, in return for which we broke a 
branch from a tree, and gave it to him with the same 
formality he had used towards us. Soon after this 
exchange was made, they left us, and went to exa- 
mine the boat, to fishermen always an object of great 
interest 

On our entering the village we were met by a man 
who appeared to be the principal person of the place; 
he was very polite, shewed us through the village^ 
and took us over -his garden, where he had some su^ 
gar-cane growing ; this we admired very much, upon 
which he ordered one of the finest of the canes to be 
taken up by the roots and presented to us; we im- 
mediately gave him a few buttons off our jackets, 
with which he was quite pleased. On its beginning 
to rain while we were in the garden, he invited us 
into his house, which, from the walls being of wattled 
cane, looked like a large basket Rude pictures 
and carved wood-work figures were .hanging on the 
walls, together with some inscriptions in Chinese cha- 
racters. 

On returning to the lower harbour of all, we Went 
to the large village before spoken of, which is by far 
the most finished of any that we have seen on this 
island. The streets are regular and clean swept f 
each house has a neat cane wall, as well as a screen 
before the door; plaintain and other trees are growing 
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to thickly m the inside of the fence, that they com- 
pletely shade the house. Near the beach were se- 
veral large houses, in which a number of people were 
seated writing : on going up to them they gave us 
tea and cakes, and afterwards allowed us to go over 
the village without restraint ; they were curious to 
know whether the brig was coming into the har- 
bour or not, and if so, how many days we meant 
to stay ; they expressed neither pleasure nor regret 
when we said that we were not coming in. In front 
of the village, and parallel with the beach, there is a 
splendid avenue thirty feet wide, formed by two rows 
of large trees, whose . branches join overhead, and 
effectually screen the walk from the sun; here and 
there are placed wooden benches, and at some places 
stone seats are fixed near the trees : this space, which 
is about a quarter of a mile long, is probably used aa 
a public walk. 

A range of hills of a semicircular form embraces 
the village, and limits its extent : at most places it is 
steep, but at the point where the north end joins the 
harbour, there is an overhanging cliff about eighty 
feet high, the upper part of which extends considera- 
bly beyond the base ; at eight or ten yards from the 
ground on this inclined face, a long horizontal gallery 
has been hewn out of the solid rock; it communicates 
with a number of small square excavations still deep- 
er in .the rock, for the reception of the vases contain- 
ing the bones, of the dead. 

The trees and creepers on the edge of the preci- 
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pice hung down so as to meet the tops of those 
grew below, and thus a screen was formed which 
threw die gallery into deep shade : every thing here 
being perfectly still, the scene was very [solemn and 
imposing. It took us somewhat by surprise, for 
nothing in its external appearance indicated die pur- 
pose to which the place was appropriated; happening 
to discover an opening amongst the trees and brush* 
wood, and resolving to see what it led to, we entered 
by a narrow path winding through the grove. The 
liveliness of the scenery without, and the various 
amusements of die day, had put us all into high 
spirits, but the unexpected and sacred gloom of the 
scene in which we suddenly found ourselves had an 
instantaneous effect in repressing the mirth of die 
whole party. 

This village is called Oonting, and is certainly 
the same that is alluded to by die chiefs, and which 
we formerly wrote down Winching and Oonching. 

This excellent harbour, which we discovered, has 
been named Port Melville, in honour of Lord Vis- 
count Melville, First Lord of the Admiralty. 

It was quite dark when we reached the brig. As 
a heavy swell was rolling in, no time was lost in get- 
ting under weigh, but before we could succeed in 
running well off the reefs, the wind suddenly changed, 
and the weather, which before had been fine, became 
so dark and squally, that we almost lost sight of the 
shore. Our situation was now very critical, for we 
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bad just sufficient knowledge of the coast, to be sensi- 
ble how extremely dangerous it was; and the wind, 
which blew directly on the shore, came in such vio- 
lent gusts, that there was every reason to apprehend 
the loss of our topmasts; to reef the sails was im- 
possible, as the delay which this operation must .have 
caused would have been fatal. While things were 
m this state, it became necessary to tack, but owing 
to the heavy and irregular swell, the brig came round 
again against our will, and before the sails could be 
properly trimmed, she had gone stern foremost al- 
most to the verge of the ree£ on which the sea was 
breaking to a great height. Had this occurred a se- 
cond time, nothing could have prevented our being 
wrecked. After beating about in this awkward pre- 
dicament for two hours, the wind shifted a little and 
enabled us to stretch off clear of all danger. 

I2th of October. — It blew so hard that we kept 
out at sea clear of the shore. 

13th of October.— As the weather had become 
moderate, we stood in, and determined the position 
of five islands which lie to the northward of Port 
Melville. 

14th of October,— During this day the whole of 
the east side of the, great island was explored. The 
north and north-east sides are high, and destitute of 
cultivation ; nearly in the middle, on this side, there 
is a deep indenture on the coast, and the wind being 
such as to admit of sailing out again, we ran in under 
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few sail with the usual precautions ; notwithstanding 
which we Were very nearly on the reefs, for the wa* 
ter shoaled suddenly from twenty-four to eight fa- 
thoms; and although die brig was instantly tacked, 
the soundings as she came round were only five fa* 
thorns, and to leeward of us the ragged tops of a rock 
just level with the surface were discovered at the dis- 
tance of only fifty yards. In exploring such places 
there ought to be a boat on each bow, as well as one 
a-head. The coast from this bay to the south pofcft 
of the island has a belt of coral reefs at the distance 
often and fifteen miles from the shore, and therefore 
cannot be approached by a 3hip without great danger. 
The extreme ' south point is comparatively clear of 
coral; we therefore anchored off ft at sunset, propo- 
sing to land next day to determine its positron. We 
found the iron cables of great use when anchoring 
amongst coral reefs. 

15th of October.— It blew hard last night, but in 
the forenoon it moderated sufficiently to allow of our 
landing. We ascertained the latitude of the extreme 
south point with precision, and made several oilier 
observations, all circumstances being favourable. 

We had scarcely landed when the natives began 
to assemble in groups on the top of die cliffs, and in 
a short time they came down to us, most of them 
carrying long poles in their hands; we were suffi- 
ciently aware of their inoffensive character to have no 
apprehension of their intentions, otherwise their ap- 
pearance would have been somewhat formidable* 
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There was no person of rank among them ; they weir 
communicative and full of curiosity, which difference^ 
in manner from the inhabitants on the shores of Port 
Melville may have arisen from these people knowing 
something of us by reports from Napakiang, which 
is not above ten miles distant. It was to be expec- 
ted that we should have become a topic of discourse 
at so short a distance, and probably what was said of 
us would be favourable, or at all events such as would 
excite curiosity rather than fear. Most of these peo- 
ple had fish spears tatooed on their arms in the form 
of a trident, with rude barbs. When drawn on the 
right arm it is called u 06deemaw ;" when on die 
left, " Todga." This is the only instance we have 
met with of this practice. Our curiosity was farther 
excited by the appearance of these spears, from the 
circumstance of our never having seen any warlike 
weapon on this island; but the people invariably . cal- 
led them " Eeo stitchee" (fish spear). Several of 
the tallest of these people were measured, but none 
were above five feet six inches ; they are, however, 
strong limbed and well proportioned. One of them 
wore a ring on his finger, which is the only instance 
we have met with of any ornament being worn at 
Loo-Choo. The ring finger is called in the Loo-choo 
language, " Eebee gannee," finger of the ring; and 
it seems a fair inference from this, that amongst some 
part of the community rings are habitually worn ; pro- * 
bably by the women. The coast here is formed of 
cliffs, about seventy or eighty feet high, with numer- 
ous caverns hollowed out by the waves. The pools 
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of water left by the tide were full of beautiful fish of 
a great variety of colours. 

16th of October. — In the morning we weighed and 
stood to the westward, among the group of islands 
called Amakirrima by the natives. At one of these 
there seemed at first sight to be a harbour for ships ; 
but on sending the boats to explore, it proved only 
safe for small vessels, being filled in every part with 
coral. On our way across from the south point of 
the great island to the Amakf rrimas, we passed near 
a coral reef exactly circular, and half a mile in diame- 
ter; it is just level with the water's edge at half ebb t 
so that in fine weather the sea does not break upon 
any part of it. As it is upwards of seven miles from 
any land, and lies directly in the passage towards 
Napakiang, it is exceedingly dangerous, and ought not 
to be approached in the night by a stranger. 

At four o'clock we anchored in our old place in-shore 
of the Alceste. As we stood towards the anchorage 
we could see the coral from the mast-head so distinct- 
ly as to be able to trace the forms of all the reefs as 
we passed among them. This can rarely be done, 
although the water is always clear, because an un- 
usual degree of smoothness in the surface is requisite to 
make the rocks visible; and the sun must also shine 
upon the water at a particular angle. A stranger 
cannot therefore calculate upon having the danger 
pointed out in this way ; but when such circumstan- 
ces do occur they may be taken advantage of to check 
the surveys of reefs made in boats. 
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We find things at Napakiang nearly as we left 
them ; the best understanding seems to exist between 
Captain Maxwell and the chiefs. Every body is al- 
lowed to walk about and do as he likes. The frigate 
has been bountifully supplied with stock and vegeta- 
bles; and the sick on shore are rapidly recovering 
under the kind care of the natives, who take a pecu- 
liar interest in their comfort. 

A young man belonging to the Alceste had died 
during our absence. When the natives were inform- 
ed of this circumstance, they requested permission 
to make the grave, and begged Captain Maxwell 
to point out a place for this purpose. Captain Max- 
well said that no situation could be more appropri- 
ate than under the grove of trees near the temple, 
a spot already rendered sacred by many Loo-choo 
tombs. 

Next day the body was carried to the grave with 
aS die formalities usual on such occasions. Captain: 
Maxwell, according to eustom, walked last, with the 
officers and crew before him. The ready politeness 
©f die natives was never more strikingly displayed 
than now ; for perceiving that those who were of the 
highest rank walked in die rear, they considered that 
fteir station must of course be in front; and they ac- 
cordingly placed themselves at the head of the pro- 
cession, and preserved throughout the ceremony the 
most profound silence. They were- all dressed in 
white robes, which we have reason to believe is their 
mourning. • . ■>" 
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On the next day the natives requested leave to 
raise a tomb over the grave; this was of course 
agreed to, and when it was completed, they performed 
their own funeral service over it, by sacrificing a large 
hog, and burning a quantity of spirits. Jeeroo offi- 
ciated on this occasion, and when he had done, be 
carried the hog to the sick in the hospital. 

The chiefs also gave directions for a small square 
stone to be smoothed and prepared for an epitaph ; 
which being traced upon the stone by Mr. Taylor, 
the clergyman of the Alceste, was carved very neatly 
by the natives. The epitaph, after mentioning the 
name and age of the deceased, stated briefly, that he 
and his companions in his Britannic Majesty's ships 
Alceste and Lyra, had been kindly treated by the in* 
habitants of this island. When the purport of the 
writing was interpreted to the chiefs, they appeared 
very much gratified at our acknowledging their at- 
tention* 

18th of October. — Our friends expressed much 
pleasure on meeting us again, particularly Jeeroo, who 
seems to take great interest in our concerns : he car* 
ried us up to the sailor's tomb, where we were joined 
by Ookooma, Jeema, and some of the others, who 
unaffectedly expressed their sorrow for this man's 
untimely fate. I found my people who had been 
landed previous to our sailing on the survey, much 
recovered, and very grateful for the kindness of the 
natives. Milk, eggs, meat, and vegetables, had been 
brought to them every day, and whenever they felt 
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disposed to walk they were accompanied by one or 
two of the natives, who took their arms on coming to 
rough ground, and often helped them up the steep 
side of the hill behind the hospital, to a pleasant 
grassy spot on the summit, where the natives lighted 
pipes for them : in short, I suppose sailors were never 
so caressed before. 

The chiefs were anxious to know what we had 
been doing during the week in which we had been 
absent From an apprehension that they might be 
displeased at our having instituted a regular examina- 
tion of the whole island, we said we had been look- 
ing at the harbour they had spoken of; they immedi- 
ately mentioned the village of Oonting, and asked 
how we liked h. But they guessed that we had been 
round the island, from seeing that we returned by the 
south, though we had sailed to the north j they said 
repeatedly, that the island was very small, appearing 
to be anxious to depreciate it; our reply of course 
was, that it was very large and beautiful. 

M&dera has made great improvement in English, 
and his character is altogether more developed. He 
is quite at his ease in our company, and seems to 
take the most extraordinary interest in every thing 
belonging to us ; but his ardent desire to inform him- 
self on all subjects sometimes distresses him a good 
deal ; he observes the facility with which we do some 
things, and his enterprising mind suggests to him the 
possibility of his imitating us; but when he is made 
sensible of the number of steps by which alone the 
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knowledge he admires is to be attained, his despair is 
strongly marked. He sometimes asks us to read 
English aloud to hiui, to which he always listens with 
the deepest attention. One day, on shore, he saw 
me with a book in my hand : he begged me to sit 
down under a tree, and read : Jeeroo was the only 
chief present, but there were several of the peasants 
in attendance upon him : they all lay down on the 
grass, and listened with an attention and interest which 
are natural enough: every one expressed himself 
pleased and satisfied except Madera, whose anxiety 
was to read in the same manner himself. From the 
earnest way in which he inquired into every subject, 
we were sometimes inclined to think that he must 
have been directed by the government to inform him- 
self on these topics ; and certainly a fitter person' could 
not have been selected; for he adapted himself so 
readily to all ranks, that he became at once a favour- 
ite, and every person took pleasure in obliging him. 

Jeeroo is esteemed in another way ; he is uniform- 
ly good humoured and obliging, and not without cu- 
riosity : but he is not clever, and has none of the fire 
and enthusiasm of Madera. We all think kindly of 
Jeeroo, and shake him cordially by the hand when 
we meet him ; but Madera is admired and respected, 
as well as esteemed, and his society is courted for 
his own sake. 

Madera is about twenty-eight years of age, of a 
slender figure and very active; his upper teeth pro- 
ject in front over the lower ones, giving his face a 
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remarkable, but not a disagreeable expression. He 
is always cheerful, and often lively and playful, but 
his good sense prevents his ever going beyond the 
line of strict propriety. When required by etiquette 
to be grave, no one is so immoveably serious as Ma- 
dera, and when mirth rules the hour, he is the gayest 
of the gay : such indeed is his taste on these occasions, 
that he not only catches the outward tone of his com- 
pany, but really appears to think and feel as they do. 
His enterprising spirit and versatility of talent have 
led him to engage in a number of pursuits ; his suc- 
cess, however, is the most remarkable in his acquisi- 
tion of English. About a month after our arrival, 
he was asked what had become of his companion 
Any a; he replied, " Anya, him mother sick, he go 
him mother house ;" and when asked if he would re- 
turn, he said, " Two, three day time, him mother no 
sick, he come ship." With all these endowments 
and attainments he is unaffectedly modest, and never 
seems aware of his being superior to the rest of his 
countrymen. We were a long time in doubt what 
was his real rank ; for at first he kept himself back, 
so that he was well known to the midshipmen, before 
the officers were at all acquainted with him : he gra- 
dually came forward, and though he always wore the 
dress of the ordinary respectable natives, his manners 
evidently belonged to a higher rank, but he never as- 
sociated with the chiefs, and disclaimed having any 
pretensions to an equality with them. Notwithstand- 
ing all this, there were occasional circumstances, 
which by shewing his authority, almost betrayed his 
secret. One morning a difficulty arose about some 
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supplies which the chiefs had engaged to procure, 
but which they had neglected to send ; as soon as 
M&dera was told of the circumstance, he went to 
Captain Maxwell and undertook to arrange it to his 
satisfaction, at the same time begging that if any diffi- 
culty occurred in future, he might be applied to. 
Whatever may be Madera's rank in his own society, 
it is highly curious to discover in a country so cir- 
cumstanced, the same politeness, self-denial, and 
gracefulness of behaviour which the experience of 
civilised nations has pointed out as constituting the 
most pleasing and advantageous form of intercourse. 

The great interest which Madera took in the Eng- 
lish, and the curiosity he always expressed aboiit 
our customs at home, suggested the idea of taking 
him with us to England, where he would have been 
an interesting specimen of a people so little known; 
and he also might have carried back knowledge of 
the greatest use to his country. When it was pro- 
posed to him, he paused for some minutes, and then, 
shaking his head, said, " I go Injeree, — father, mo- 
ther, childs, wife, house, all cry ! not go ; no, no, all 
cry !" 

In our absence a number of watch-houses had been 
erected on the heights round the ancorage ; they are 
mere sheds of cane thatched over, in which threte or 
four of the natives Remain, day and night, in order to 
be ready to accompany any person who may happen 
to land, wherever it be. They have also erected a 
long shed, with a floor of split bamboo; in this place, 
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which is on the top of the hill above the usual land- 
ing place^ the chiefs generally assemble in the morn- 
ing; they invite every one who passes to drink tea 
and smoke pipes, which is very convenient when the 
boats happen not to be ready to take us on board* 
Each of the chiefs is attended by a boy, generally 
his son, whose business it is to carry a little square 
box, in which there are several small drawers, divi- 
ded into compartments, filled with rice, sliced eggs, 
small squares of smoked pork, cakes, and fish ; and 
in one corner a small metal pot of sackee, besides 
cups and chopsticks. , 3y having this always with 
them, they can dine when and whfere they choose* 
They frequently invite us to dine with them, and if 
we agree to the proposal, they generally ask any 
other of the chiefs whom they meet to be of the party 
and join dinners. The place selected for these pic 
nics is commonly under the trees, in a cool spot, 
where a mat is spread on the grass; and every thing 
being laid out in great order, the party lies down. in 
a circle, and seldom breaks up till the sackee pot is 

An artist of the island brought a drawing of the 
Alceste on board to-day for Captain Maxwell : it is 
about two feet by one and a half, and is altogether a 
most extraordinary production, in which perspective 
and proportion are curiously disregarded. The cap- 
tain and officers are introduced in full uniform, and a 
number of the sailors on the rigging and masts. 
With all its extravagance, however, it has conside- 
rable merit; there is nothing slovenly about it, and 
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there is enough of truth in it to shew that it was 
sketched on the spot. 

A dispute has arisen between John the interpreter 
and the chiefs, who it seems had positively promised 
to get a horse for Captain Maxwell to ride ; as they 
have not kept their word, John declares that he will 
have nothing to say to people who do not speak truth. 
They have again promised, however, that a horse 
will be got ready, and in the mean time, a fresh stock 
of beef and vegetables has been sent to both ships, 
which has pacified John a little. We have had much 
occasion to lament not having been accompanied by 
one of the gentlemen of the factory acquainted with 
the Chinese language, for although to have John is 
much better than to be without any interpreter, it is 
probable that he is not very delicate in his requests, 
and makes use of expressions and arguments unsuit- 
ed to our character, and contrary to our wishes and 
instructions. 

19th of October. — In the morning, before break- 
fast, Captain Maxwell was informed by one of the 
chiefs, that a horse was ready for him on the beach ; 
he landed accordingly, and found a little pony sad* 
died, and two of the chiefs mounted. They object- 
ed to his riding in the country, where the roads were 
uneven, so that for the present his ride was confined 
to the beach. The saddle is made of wood, and so 
uneven as to be very unpleasant : it is proposed to 
have one made of a blanket arid mats in future. To 
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the stirrup there is tied a box, large enough to receive 
the whole foot. 

A dinner was given to-day by Captain Maxwell to 
the chiefs Ookooma, Shayoon, Issacha, Sandoo, Jee- 
ma, and Issacha Hackeeboocoo ; Jeeroo was also in- 
vited to it> but did not attend; being the junior, he 
had probably been left in charge of the beach and 
store-rooms. Madera also made one of the party, 
though not originally included in the invitation. As 
he had never laid any claim to an equality in rank 
with the chiefs, it had not been thought right to in- 
vite him along with them : but Madera, who proba- 
bly knew that he would be very welcome, put him- 
self in Captain Maxwell's way just before dinner, 
and was prevailed upon, after a little persuasion, to 
remain. 

Dinner was served at five o'clock in as sumptuous 
a style as possible. Ookooma was placed on Captain 
Maxwell's right, and Shayoon on his left; I sat be- 
side the former, and Mr. Clifford next Hie other ; 
then the two chiefs next in rank, and beside them 
two of the officers of the ship : the first lieutenant* 
Mr. Hickman, sat at the foot of die table, with Hac- 
keeboocoo on his right, and Madera on his left* 
They were all in great spirits, and ate and drank 
freejy, and though they complained of the size of the 
glasses, and of the strength of the wine, tasted every 
thing from punch to champagne : the briskness of the 
last indeed surprised them not a little, and effectually 
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muddled two of them for some time. Cheese was 
the only thing they all objected to, probably on ac- 
count of its being made of milk, which they never 
taste. The interpreter not being present, the conver- 
sation was carried on through Mr. Clifford and Ma- 
dera, and partly by signs. Whether intelligibly or 
not, every body was talking. Madera has dined 
often on board the ship, and is quite perfect in our 
customs. On this occasion he took great charge of 
the chiefs at his end of the table, speaking sometimes 
in one language and sometimes in the other. Ob- 
serving Jeema eating ham without mustard, he called 
to Captain Maxwell's servant, and pointing to Jeema, 
said, " Tom, take mustard to him." When the de- 
sert was put on table, and the wine decanters ranged 
in a line, they exclaimed in astonishment, " Moo eey- 
roo noo sackee," six kinds or colours of wine ; but 
the sweetmeats and prepared confectionary pleased 
them most. 

After sitting about an hour and a half after dinner, 
and drinking with tolerable spirit, they rose to de- 
part; but this they were not allowed to do, and they 
were informed that it was the English custom to sit 
a much longer time. They represented that the sun 
had set, and they would never be able to find their 
way on shore, but would all be drowned in attempt- 
ing it. This alarming difficulty was easily overruled 
by a promise of the barge, and they sat down again. 
While the discussion was going on between Captain 
Maxwell and his guests, Madera kept his seat, and 
looked about him in his keen observant way, to dis- 
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cover, if he could, what was likely to be the issue of 
this adventure. Having observed that in general we 
were anxious to keep our company at table as long 
as we could, he naturally enough thought that we 
would not let this opportunity pass of entertaining the 
chiefs according to our fashion. He appeared to 
have settled this question with himself just as the 
chiefs resumed their seats, for rising half off his chair, 
and with a mixture of archness and simplicity, as if 
he had made an amusing discovery, cried out in Eng- 
lish, " When all drunk then go ashore \" Though 
Madera, as will be seen, was not quite right in his 
guess, there was enough of truth in his remark to 
raise a hearty laugh among those who understood 
him ; and as he joined in this laugh at his own joke, 
it was some time Jbefore he could explain what he 
had said to the chiefs, who, being in a merry hu- 
mour themselves, took it in perfect good part, though 
their mirth was evidently dashed by a little appre- 
hension of the fate which Madera had anticipated for 
them. 

The health of his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent was then given, all the company standing in the 
most respectful manner. This was followed by the 
health of the King of Loo-choo, which was drank 
with similar observances. On sitting down after the 
latter toast, the chiefs conferred a few minutes across 
the table, and then all rose to propose Captain Max** 
well's health ; their wishes being explained by Ma- 
dera. When they sat down, Captain Maxwell pro- 
posed the health of Ookooma and the other chiefs, 
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but as we in return stood up to drink to them, their 
modesty disclaimed this part of the compliment, and 
they rose likewise ; nor was it till a good deal of per- 
suasion had been used, that they consented to be seat- 
ed while we were standing. 

These four bumpers made the party very merry, 
and it now was intimated to them, that as all the 
usual formalities had been observed, they might drink 
just as much as they liked, or pass the bottle alto- 
gether; a permission of which few of them took ad- 
vantage. They lighted their pipes, laughed, joked, 
and seemed so happy, that it was agreed on all hands, 
that conviviality is no where better understood than 
at Loo-choo. After a time, at our request, they 
played some games, of which we had heard them 
speak. The object of these games was drinking ; 
a cup of wine being the invariable forfeit. That 
fcveiy thing migKt be in character during the games, 
some of their own little cups were put on fable. One 
person holds the stalk of Ris tobacco-pipe between 
the palms of his hands, so that the pipe rolls round 
as he moves his hands, which he is to hold over his 
head, so as not to see them. After turning it round 
for a short time, he suddenly stops, and the person 
to whom the bowl is directed has to drink a cup of 
wine. Another is a Chinese game : one person holds 
his hand closed over his head, he then brings it quick- 
ly down before him with one or more fingers extend- 
ed; the person he is playing with calls out the num- 
ber of them, and if he guesses right, he has to drink 
the cup of wine. These and other games caused 
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a good deal of noisy mirth, and at length it was pro- 
posed by them to go o\it, in order to look at the sail- 
ors who were dancing on deck. Before leaving the 
cabin, they shewed us a Loo-choo dance round the 
table : Madera placed himself at the head before Oo~ 
kooma, while the others ranged themselves in a line 
behind him ; he began by a song, the air of which 
was very pretty, and nearly at the same time com- 
menced the dance, which consisted principally in 
throwing the body into a variety of postures, and 
twisting the hands about. Sometimes the hands were 
placed flat together, at others separate, but generally 
the former; the movements both of the body and 
hands were regular and of a waving description. The 
head was made to incline slowly from side to side, 
so as almost to touch the shoulders ; the feet were 
moved with a slight shuffling motion, with an, occa- 
sional long sweeping step to one side and then back 
again ; but the perfection of the dance appeared to be 
in the proper use of the hands and body. The words 
of the dance song were **Sasa sangcoomah, sangcoo- 
mee ah! sangcoomee ah! kadee yooshee daw;" when 
they came to the last word they all joined in the cho- 
rus and clapped their hands. Although Madera was 
the leader both in the dance and song, he was occa- 
sionally joined in the latter by several of the others, 
the whole party repeating the last word several times 
over. In this way they went several times round 
the table. Madera had a graceful carriage, and his 
dancing, though fantastic, was really elegant; his 
singing too was in good taste. The others danced 
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clumsily, though in perfect good time, and joined 
with some -spirit in the chorus. 

The ship was illuminated, and the sailors were 
dancing on the upper deck. The chiefs were much 
pleased with this scene, which was lively enough. 
After watching the dance of the sailors for a few -mi- 
nutes, Madera, who, to use a common phrase, " was 
up to every thing/' ran among the sailors, and seiz- 
ing one of them by the shoulders, put him out of the 
dance, took his place, and kept up the reel with the 
same spirit, and exactly in the same style and step as 
the sailors. The other dances were left off, and the 
whole ship's company assembling round Madera, 
cheered and clapped him till the dance was done. 
The chiefs joined in the applause, seeming no less 
surprised than ourselves at Madera's skill, for his imi- 
tation of. the sailors' odd steps and gestures was as 
exact as if he had lived amongst seamen all his life* 
The officers then danced a country dance, after which 
the chiefs, unasked, and with a sort of intuitive po- 
liteness, which rendered every thing they did appro- 
priate, instantly stepped forward and danced several 
times round the quarter-deck, to the infinite gratifica- 
tion of the sailors. 

On returning to the cabin to tea, they were all in 
high spirits, and while amusing themselves with a sort 
of wrestling game, Ookooma, who had seen us pla- 
cing ourselves in sparring attitudes, threw himself 
suddenly into the boxer's position of defence, assum- 
ing at the same time a fierceness of look which we 
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had never before seen in any of them. The gentleman 
to whom he addressed himself, thinking that Ookooma 
wished to spar, prepared to indulge him ; but Made- 
ra's quick eye saw what was going on, and by a word 
or two made him instantly resume his wonted se- 
dateness. We tried in vain to make Madera explain 
what were the magical words which he had used to 
Ookooma* He appeared anxious to turn our thoughts 
from the subject, by saying, " Loo-choo man no 
fight ; Loo-choo man write — no fight, no good, no, no. 
Ingerish very good, yes, yes, yes; Loo-choo man no 
fight/' Possibly he considered that Ookooma was 
taking too great a liberty ; or, perhaps, he thought 
even the semblance of fighting unsuitable with the 
strict amity subsisting between us. 

Before they went away, Captain Maxwell, who 
had remarked the satisfaction with which the chiefs 
received any attention shewn to their children, or- 
dered a large cake to be brought him, which he di- 
vided into portions for the family of each. The chiefs 
Were in a a proper mood to feel this kindness, and 
they expressed themselves, as may be supposed, very 
warmly upon the occasion. When they put off for 
the shore they began singing, and liever left off tiH 
they landed. 

20th of October. — The forenoon was passed at 
the Observatory, and afterwards we walked in the 
country without being observed*, for the chiefs had 
not yet recovered from the effects of last night's gaie- 
ty: but we had not gone a mile before Jeeroo 
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overtook us. We were very anxious to gain the brow 
of a neighbouring hill, from which we imagined there 
would be a good view of the palace ; but although 
Jeroo was the most obliging creature in the world on 
every other occasion, he was resolute now in not letting 
us go far beyond our usual limits ; we tried to over- 
rule his objections by telling him that we should do 
no mischief, and would not go farther than the ad- 
joining height He would listen, however, to nothing; 
and as we still walked slowly on, he at last sent off a 
messenger for assistance, but before this reinforce- 
ment arrived we had turned back, to Jeeroo's great 
relief. Although the object proposed had not been 
accomplished, we got a better sight of the palace than 
we had yet obtained. It is so much enclosed by 
trees that parts only can be seen, but it is undoubted- 
ly a very large building. On returning we met Hac- 
keeboocoo, die fat chief, coming puffing and blowing 
up the hill ; he had set out to overtake us on being 
told by Jeeroo's messenger what we were proposing 
to do. He had drank a good deal of wine yesterday 
on board, and said he had been " weetee" (drunk,) 
and that his head ached very much. After he join- 
ed us we passed near a village, where we met two 
women at the turning of a road : they did not see us 
till within a few yards, and their alarm was great ; 
they threw down the baskets, which they were car- 
rying on their heads, and fled into the wood. Our 
two companions were very uneasy at this rencontre, 
andwcraldnot listen to our reasoning upon the ab- 
surdity of their apprehensions, looking quite misera- 
ble till the subject, which seems to be an interdicted 



156 

one, was changed. We went afterwards to the high 
ground behind the hospital, in order to fill up by eye 
the edges of the reefs in our charts, for which regu- 
lar triangles could not be taken in the survey. While 
I was thus engaged, Mr. Clifford endeavoured to 
learn from Jeeroo whether or not the King lived in 
the large house spoken of before ; Jeeroo as usual de- 
nied any knowledge of the King, and could not be 
prevailed upon to say what the house was, or who 
resided there ; a peasant, however, who happened to 
be along with us, was more communicative, and was 
giving all the information desired, when Jeeroo ob- 
serving what he was about, reprimanded him sharply. 
On coming down from the height we found all the 
chiefs seated in a long room erected on the outside 
of the garden gate : they were very merry on the 
subject of last night's adventure. 

* 

21st of October. — While Mrs. Loy was employed 
at the well to-day washing clothes, at a moment when 
every body else was out of the way, she was visited 
by a Loo-choo lady, accompanied by a numerous 
guard of men. She describes her as being about 
eighteen years of age, well dressed, fair in complex- 
ion, with small dark eyes, and not without beauty ; 
her hair was of a glossy jet black, made up into a 
knot on one side of the head. She wore a girdle tied 
at the side, and had on sandals like the men. Mrs. 
Loy wished to touch her, but she shrunk back in 
alarm. Whether these details be quite correct or 
not, the circumstance of a lady of rank having visit- 
ed Mrs. Loy is so far interesting as it denotes a con- 
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siderable degree of curiosity on the lady's part, toge- 
ther with the power of gratifying it, which, in a coun- 
try where the women are strictly secluded, perhaps 
would not be allowed. 

22d of October. — Ookooma and Jeeroo came to 
the Observatory to-day, together with a number of 
the most respectable of the natives ; they were desi- 
rous of seeing the reflected images of the sun in the ar- 
tificial horizon through the telescope of the sextant. 
As this was placed on a stand there was no difficulty 
in satisfying their curiosity, for they had only to place 
their eye to the tube, the angle having been previ- 
ously arranged. Many of them were amused by the 
changes of colour in die reflected images by means 
of the different shades ; others were more struck with 
the apparent motion of the two suns, which is very 
perceptible when a high magnifying power is used ; 
a few endeavoured to understand the meaning of 
what they saw, but with the exception of Jeeroo, X 
think they had no conception of its cause. Jeeroo 
appeared to have some notion of astronomy; his 
idea of eclipses was more accurate than could have 
been expected. From him we got the names of the 
days and months, and various points of information 
respecting Time. Whenever we were actually taking 
observations, the natives invariably remained at a con- 
siderable distance. They had been told that the least 
motion disturbed the surface of the quicksilver, and 
prevented our taking observations. They had much 
patience, and sometimes sat quite still and silent fqv 
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several hours, till invited to come forward to look at 
the instruments. When Ookooma and Jeeroo came 
to us, we observed that they were in great distress, 
and upon our asking the cause, the former explained 
that Captain Maxwell during his ride this morning 
had fallen down, or rather that his horse, which was 
- too weak for his weight, had fallen with him, and 
that his finger was broken : " Tayin ma tawrittee, 
Tayin no eebee ootee" (the Tayin's horse fell, Tay- 
in's finger broke). A Loo-choo doctor, he said, had 
gone on board, who would soon cure it. 

On going to the Alceste we found that the Loo- 
choo surgeon had placed Captain Maxwell's broken 
finger in a thick paste made of eggs, flour, and some 
other substance which he brought along with him. 
He then wrapped the whole in the skin of a newly- 
killed fowl. This skin dried in a short time and held 
the paste firm, by which the broken finger was kept 
steady. The doctor went through a number of cere- 
monies, such as feeling the pulse, looking at the tongue, 
and so on. He had a box along with him, containing 
upwards of a hundred medicines. 

Captain Maxwell mentioned, that while he was 
sitting in a shed after the accident, he was surprised 
to see a person enter the door crawling on alLfours, 
and half dead with terror. This it appeared was the 
surgeon, who had been sent for by the chiefs. He 
was horror-struck at the accident, but soon recovered 
himself on observing Captain Maxwell's perfect tran- 
quillity. 
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# . Captain Maxwell's gentleness and forbearance, and 
his uniform attention to the wishes of the natives, and 
the great personal kindness which he had shewn to 
so many of them, had very early won their confidence 
and esteem. As our intercourse became more inti- 
mate, these feelings naturally became stronger, and 
the concern which the natives felt upon this occasion 
was very general, and was expressed, not only by 
Madera and the chiefs, but by the lower orders, in a 
manner highly flattering to Captain Maxwell. 

23d of Oqtober. — A deputation of the chiefs went 
on board the Alceste early this morning to say, diat 
the Prince of the island, who was the next person in 
rank to the King, and heir to the throne, meant to 
come on board the frigate this afternoon, as well for 
the purpose of paying a visit of ceremony, as of en* 
quiring into the state of Captain Maxwell's health 
after the accident. 

At noon the four senior chiefs, dressed in their 
state robes and hatchee-matchees, came to announce 
the Prince's approach, and in about half an hour af- 
terwards, he was brought in a closed sedan-chair to 
the boat, through a concourse of people, to whom he 
seemed as much a show as to us. The state Boat 
was a large flat-bottomed barge, covered with an . 
awning of dark blue, with white stars on it, the w T hole 
having much the appesfcance of a hearse. It was pre- 
, ceded by two boats bearing flags with an inscription 
upon them, having in the bow an officer of justice 
carrying a lackered bamboo, and in the stern a man 
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beating a gong. A vast number of boats were in at- 
tendance, some bearing presents, and others following 
out of mere curiosity. One of the chiefs came on 
board with the Prince's card, which was of red paper 
forty-eight inches long and eleven wide,* and shortly 
afterwards die Prince's barge put off from the shore ; 
upon which the rigging of both ships was manned* 
and a salute of seven guns fired; when he came on 
board he was received with a guard, and under a like 
salute. Captain Maxwell, who had been confined to 
the cabin ever since his accident, desired me to re- 
ceive the Prince. No arrangement having been 
made with us respecting the ceremony of reception, 
I merely took off my hat and bowed : but all the 
chiefs fell on their knees the instant he came on the 
quarter-deck. I took his hand from one of the chiefs 
who had assisted him up the accommodation ladder, 
•and led him to the cabin. 

When seated beside Captain Maxwell, the Prince 
made several anxious enquiries about his finger, ex- 
pressing much regret that so disagreeable an accident 
should have occurred at Loo-choo. He then called 
to his pipe-bearer, and having prepared a pipe, pre- 



* The literal translation of the card is " Loo-choo nation, 
extender of laws, Great Person (called Ko), Heang, bows his 
head and worships," (the common visiting expression among 
the Chinese). It ought to be remarked, that the Prince's 
name is placed on one corner of the card, which is the most 
respectful mode that can be used} according to Chinese 
Usage* 
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Rented it to Gaptain Maxwell, who returned him tW 
compliment by giving him one of his own. Thtf 
usual questions as to our ages and families, and va- 
rious complimentary speeches, having passed, he 
said he had heard much of the wonders of the ship, 
and should like to see them himself: he rose upon 
this and went to the globes, which he examined with 
great care. He begged to be shewn Ingeree, Loo- 
choo, Quantoong (China) ; Niphon (Japan) ; Manilla, 
and Pekin. The chiefs would not sit down in his 
presence, and never spoke to him without kneeling. 
On his expressing a wish to look at the different parts 
of the ship, he was conducted all round the decks. 
He observed every thing with attention, but without 
betraying any great degree of curiosity : he had heard 
of the boatswain's wife, and asked to see her; the 
lady, in her best dress, was presented to him ; he 
stood for about half a minute looking at her with a 
sort of pleased surprise, and then, as if suddenly re- 
collecting that this was somewhat rude, he drew his 
fan from his breast, and with an air of the utmost po- 
liteness, held it towards her, and upon Mrs. Loy 
curtseying in acknowledgment, he sent it to her by 
Madera. He asked to see the fire-engine worked, 
and appeared much gratified by seeing the water 
thrown to so great a height. He had heard of the 
African negro, and begged that he might \>c sent for . 
When the black man was brought before liim he 
looked exceedingly surprised, and probably w;n in 
doubt whether the colour was natural, an <w. tX \\\ . 
pedjfle was sent to rub his face, 'as if to flhcovr v.-Im« 
flier it was painted or not. The native*;, who Ini'l 
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flocked on board in crowds, fell cm their, knees when- 
ever the Prince passQl 

On returning to the cabin, the Prince was invited 
to a collation prepared for him in the foremost cabin : 
for a long time he refused to sit down, nor could we 
conjecture what his objection was ; .at length, how- 
ever, he complied, while the chiefs, who are neither 
allowed to sit down nor eat in his presence, retired 
to the after-cabin. He tasted every thing which was 
offered him, but seemed afraid of the wines, having 
probably heard of the proceedings on the evening of 
the 19th. In about half an hour he rose and went 
to the after-cabin ; the chiefs and the people of his 
suite, to the number of fifteen, then sat down at the 
table he had left, and made ample amends for the 
temperance and moderation of his royal highness. 

As soon as they rejoined the party in the after- 
cabin, business was entered , upon by Captain Max- 
well's returning thanks, in the name of the English 
government, for the liberal way in which we had been 
supplied with every kind of refreshment, and for the 
other assistance which had been given to us. The 
Prince replied, that the king of Loo-choo was anxious 
to do every thing in his power for the King of Eng- 
land's ships. Upon this Captain Maxwell observed, 
that he was very desirous of seeing his majesty, for 
the purpose of expressing in person his gratitude for 
the kindness we had received in this country. The 
Prince answered, that it was contrary to the laws and 
customs of Loo-choo, for an^-foreigiier to see the 
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king, unless sent by his own sovereign, and charged 
with complimentary presents. Coming from such 
high authority, this assurance was conclusive, and as 
nothing further could now be said on the subject, the 
hope of opening a communication with this court, 
which had been so anxiously desired, seemed now 
destroyed. The Prince, however, unexpectedly re- 
sumed the subject, by saying that a letter would be 
written to the King of England, if Captain Maxwell 
would undertake to deliver it ; his answer was, that 
1 nothing could give him more satisfaction than being 
made the bearer of such a communication : that he 
had earnestly desired the honour of paying his res- 
pects to his majesty, but from the moment that he 
had heard that it was contrary to the customs of the 
country, he had ceased to think of it. As soon as it 
was interpreted that Captain Maxwell was willing to 
carry the letter alluded to, and that he no longer 
urged his desire to see the King, the Prince rose and 
pressed Captain Maxwell's hand and mine between 
his, while all the chiefs fell on their knees in a circle 
round us, shewing by the expression of their counte- 
nances, how great the anxiety had been from which 
they were relieved by Captain Maxwell's ready ac- 
quiescence with their wishes : die Prince in particular, 
who had hitherto looked full of anxiety, became all 
cheerfulness, and his manner assumed a totally differ- 
ent character. 

The inference from this curious scene is, that the 
real object of the Prince's visit was to dissuade Cap- 
tain Maxwell from urging his request to be allowed 



164 

an int&view with the King ; and we conj ectured that 
the circumstance of his accident was taken advantage 
of to pay a visit to the Alceste, where they naturally 
thought that the remonstrances of a man of such 
high rank as the Heir Apparent to the throne, would 
carry more weight than any which had yet been 
tried 

m 

When the Prince again alluded to the letter, it ap- 
peared that it was to be written by the minister, and 
not by the King. This altered the case materially, 
and Captain Maxwell most respectfully informed the 
Prince, that such a letter as he described could nof 
be received, as it would be an indignity to our sove- 
reign to offer his majesty a letter written by another 
king's minister. The Prince at once seemed sensible 
of the propriety of what Captain Maxwell had said, 
and calling the chiefs round him, entered into a 
long discussion with them : at the close of which, he 
declared himself incompetent to decide upon so im- 
portant an occasion, but said that he would consult 
with the King, whose pleasure would be communir 
cated in a few days. Captain Maxwell expressed 
his willingness to abide by his majesty's decision as 
far as was consistent with the respect due to his own 
sovereign. The Prince seemed entirely satisfied with 
this answer, and said something to the chiefs, upon 
which they again fell on their knees before Captaiu 
Maxwell, notwithstanding all his efforts to prevent 
tfiem. Nothing more of any consequence passed. 

In the early part of the interview the present was 
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brought in, or at least such parts of it as were capa- 
ble of being thus displayed.* The whole consisted 
of two bullocks, three hogs, three goats, and a quan- 
tity of vegetables and fruit; besides fifteen webs of 
the cloth of the island, thirty fans, and twelve pipes. 
The Prince said he had sent a present to me, which 
I found to consist of half the above mentioned things. 
He shortly afterwards rose to take leave. The rig- 
ging was manned on his going away, and similar ho- 
nours were paid him as were shewn when he came 
on board. 

The Prince of Loo-choo, whose name is Shang 
Pung Fwee, and title Pochin Tay Foo, belongs to 
the highest of the nine orders of chiefs on the islands, 
the distinction of which rank is a hatchee-matchee of 
a pink ground, with perpendicular rows of black, yel- 
low, blue, white, and green spots. He was clothed 
in a robe of light blue silk, lined with silk a shade 
lighter, over which he wore a girdle richly embossed 
with flowers of gold and different coloured silks : in 
other respects his dress was like that of the chiefs. 
He is about fifty years old, his beard is full and white, 
and his figure well proportioned. In manners he is 
genteel and sedate, but occasionally a little awkward, 
which his retired habits sufficiently account for. To- 
wards the close of his visit, when his reserve had in 
some degree worn off, we observed him smile for an 
instant," now and then, with a shrewd expression in 
his eyes, as if he was observing what was passing 
more narrowly than we at first suspected. It was 
thought, too, that in making enquiries about different 
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things on board, he shewed more discrimination than 
most of those who had preceded him ; but on the 
whole, there was nothing very interesting in him be- 
sides his rank. While he was looking over the 
books and other things in the cabin, a picture of his 
majesty King George the Third was shewn to him. 
As the interpreter was not present, we could not im- 
mediately explain who it was intended to represent, 
till it occurred to us to join our hands and bow to it 
in the Loo-choo manner: the Prince instantly saw 
what was meant, and turning towards the picture, 
made a low and respectful obeisance. 

His suite consisted of several chiefs whom we had 
not seen before, and six or seven personal attendants, 
two of whom stood behind to fan him and light his 
pipe. It is curious that these men, who from their 
dress and manner were certainly servants, derived 
a sort of rank from being about the Prince's per- 
son ; for when the chiefs sat down to table after he 
had left it, they all stood by as if expecting to be in- 
vited to sit down also ; but Mr. Clifford, to whom 
Captain Maxwell had given the party in charge, hav- 
ing observed how particular they were with respect 
to the distinctions of rank, did not think of asking 
them to be seated, till Jeema requested him to do 
so ; still suspecting some mistake, he applied to Ma- 
dera, who said it was perfectly correct, and they were 
accordingly asked to sit down with the rest 

We had never been able to obtain from the natives 
any clear account of former visitors, and as the Prince 
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was thought a likely person to be in possession of the 
desired information, questions were asked him upon 
this subject. He said that a vessel had been here 
about twenty years ago, and that she went away Im- 
mediately without holding any communication with 
the court. This must have been the schooner in 
which Captain Broughton visited Napakiang in July, 
1797, after he had been wrecked in his majesty's 
ship Providence, on the island of Typinsan.* He 
said that he knew of no other stranger who had visit- 
ed Loo-choo. On being interrogated as to the know- 
ledge of other countries, he declared that they knew 
nothing of the English or French, or any nation indeed 
but the Chinese, Corean, and Japanese. Something 
was said about Manilla, and from its not being very 
remote, it is possible that some communication may 
have existed between that place and Loo-choo; 
Their accounts, however, were vague and unsatis- 
factory, and it is not impossible that we ourselves may 
have first suggested the name, and afterwards ascri- 
bed the use of it to them.f 

• See Broughton's Voyage, Book II. Chap. 3. for a very 
interesting account of the natives of Typinsan, who appear 
to resemble the people of the Great Loo-choo Island. In Book 
II. Chap. 3. Captain Broughton gives an account of his visit 
to Napachan. He was received by the inhabitants with great 
kindness ; they supplied his wants, but objected to his land- 
ing, and sent back to the schooner some of the officers who 
had been sent on shore to examine the town. We found 
Captain Broughton's account of the people quite accurate. 

f At Manilla we found that the Great Loo-choo Island 
was known only by name. There appeared to be n# inter- 
course between the two places. 
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Nothing, however, that occurred to-day, attracted 
more notice than Madera's assumption of his long 
concealed rank. He came for the first time dressed 
in the robes and hatchee-matchee of a chief, and not 
only took precedence of all our old friends, but dur- 
ing the discussion in the cabin with the Prince, main- 
tained a decided superiority over them all. While 
all the rest were embarrassed in the Prince's presence, 
and crouching on their knees every time they spoke, 
Madera, though always respectful, was quite at his 
ease ; and we could not help fancying that he address* 
ed the Prince as if accustomed to his society. It 
was no less remarkable, that the Prince referred much 
oftener to him than to any of the rest, and listened 
to what he said with greater attention. Whether 
Madera owed such distinction to his actual rank, 
which may have placed him about the court, or to 
the ascendency of his talents, or to the accidental cir- 
cumstance of his having had better opportunities of 
knowing us than any other of the natives, we could 
never discover. He admitted, when interrogated, 
that he had often seen the Prince before, while the 
other chiefs confessed their ignorance even of his per- 
son, before to-day. 

As soon as the Prince was placed in his chair ancj 
carried away, Madera came on board, and entered 
with great good humour into all the jokes which were 
made upon his new character. He declined telling 
why he had kept his rank so long out of sight* $ut it 
was sufficiently obvious that his main objee£"$as to 
establish an intimacy with all the different classes on 
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board the ships, and in this he completely succeeded 3 
for he had gradually advanced in his acquaintance, 
first with the sailors, then the midshipmen, next with 
the officers, and last of all with the captains. By this 
means he gained the confidence and good- will of each 
class as he went along; and by rising in consequence, 
every day, instead of putting forward all his claims at 
once, acquired not only substantial importance witk 
us, buf gained a much more intimate knowledge of 
our character and customs than he could have hoped 
to do in any other way. 

24th of October.— Mr. Clifford went along with 
me to-day for the purpose of sketching the bridge, 
which, though not above three hundred yards from 
the landing place, the chiefs have always objected to, 
our examining. We took Jeeroo with us without 
telling him our object, which he no sooner discovered 
than he became quite alarmed, and sent off for Ma*, 
dera, who came to us immediately, and upon learn- 
ing that nothing further was proposed than a mere 
examination of the bridge, he said that he might go 
on ; having first made us promise solemnly not to go 
any further. While Madera was binding us down 
in this way, I expressed some little impatience at his 
doubting our simple declaration of nothing more be- 
ing intended than what we avowed ; but his duty I 
suppose was imperative, and he would not leave us 
till the matter was arranged in his own way. As 
soon as he was satisfied on this point he said some- 
thing to Jeeroo and left us ; but turning back again, 
he came up to Mi. Clifford, and whispered, " captain 
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no sulky V 9 meaning, we supposed, to express his ap- 
prehension that I had been angry at the stipulations 
so positively required by him. Mr. Clifford, having 
assured him that I was not sulky with him, detained 
him to ask him what it was he feared ? what he had 
seen in us to excite such dread of our going near the 
town ? He replied, " Loo-choo woman see Ingeree 
man, Loo-choo woman cry \" He then returned ; and 
Jeeroo, who remained in a boat close to the bridge 
while I was employed measuring it and drawing it 
stone by stone, was greatly interested by Mr. Clif- 
ford's account of the great age of our venerable So- 
vereign, and the number of his family, which excited 
his astonishment and admiration. He conversed free- 
ly while the subject was the King of England, but 
the moment the slightest turn in the discourse was 
made towards the King of Loo-choo he drew up, and 
became impenetrable. " He did not know," he said, 
" how old he was, nor how many children he had;" 
in short he seemed scarcely to admit that he had ever 
heard any thing about him. 

From Madera, however, who had no concealments, 
we learnt afterwards that the King has only one wife, 
but has twelve concubines ; he is an old man, and has 
seven children. It is curious that none of the chiefs 
will inform Captain Maxwell whether or not the Prince 
who visited the ships yesterday has any children ; it 
is hardly possible that they can be ignorant of the 
fact ; but either they are kept strangely in the dark as 
to what passes in the palace, or they carry their re- 
serve on royal topics to a singular length. 
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From the bridge we went to die top of the hill 
above die well, where Jeeroo sung several songs. 
On die way up we stopped at one of die large horse- 
shoe tombs mentioned before, which resembles in all 
respects die tombs of China. On this similarity be- 
ing pointed out to Jeeroo, he became anxious to ex- 
plain that it was a Loo-choo tomb, and not exclu- 
sively Chinese; meaning probably that Loo-choo per- 
sons were contained in it He informed us that these 
tombs did not contain a single person only, or a single 
generation, but were used as cemeteries from age to 
age. The bodies, according to his account, are put 
into coffins, and allowed to lie untouched for seven 
years, by which time the flesh is entirely decayed} 
the bones are then collected, and being put into cases 
are preserved by the families of the deceased with 
great care. 

25th of October. — This being the anniversary of 
His Majesty's accession to the throne, the ships were 
dressed in colours, and a royal salute fired. Upon 
die natives this produced a great effect; they had 
never seen any other flags than the single ensigns 
hoisted on Sundays, and this display of several hun- 
dred flags was well calculated to surprise and delight 
them. They were informed some days before that 
there would be some ceremonies in honour of our 
King, and great numbers of people had assembled 
on the shore in consequence. This morning had 
also been fixed upon for returning the Prince's visit j 
accordingly we left the Alceste at one o'clock, for- 
ming a procession of four boats, with flags in each. 
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Captain Maxwell took twelve of his officers tod young 
gentlemen, and six accompanied me from the Lyra, 
all being dressed in full uniform. Wt entered the 
harbour, and landed at the same part of the causeway 
as before, where the chiefs were in attendance, ast on 
the occasion of our visit on the 23d ult. 

The Prince advanced a few yards on the outside 
of the gate, and having taken Captain Maxwell's 
hand, conducted him to the temple, where an inge- 
nious device was adopted to preserve the etiquette, 
requiring that none of inferior rank shall sit down in 
the Prince's company. The temple was divided in- 
to three rooms by ranges of columns, which were 
deemed a sufficient separation ; and, at the same time, 
no person in the other rooms could feel himself slight- 
ed by the exclusion, since the division by the pillars 
was merely nominal. The feast was sumptuous, 
consisting of twelve regular courses, besides tea and 
sackee. There were many new dishes, principally 
of meat, dressed in various ways in large bowls. We 
saw what seemed to be wheaten bread for the first time 
to-day. It being necessary to make some return for 
the presents brought on board by the Prince two days 
ago, Captain Maxwell now gave him several pieces 
of scarlet and blue superfine cloth, and samples of 
every species of cloths, from the finest damask to the 
coarsest sail canvas ; also a set of cut crystal decanters 
and glasses, and three dozen of wine of ten different 
sorts, with several books, and a number of smaller 
articles. It was also stated to the Prince, that a cow 
and calf had been left on shore in order to be offered 
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to the King as a small mark of out $6ns6 of the kind- 
ness which We had experienced. m The Prince ex- 
pressed much satisfaction at this gift, as the calf had 
become a great favourite with the natives. My pre- 
sent consisted of half the quantity of wine given by 
Captain Maxwell, a mirror taken from a dressing- 
stand, samples of English stationary, Cary's map of 
England, an atlas, and a small brass sextant; which 
latter present had been suggested by the wonder 
which it had invariably excited at the observatory, 
Mr. John Maxwell, to whom the Prince had sent a 
present of cloth and pipes after he landed yesterday, 
gave him a spy- glass and a map of London ; the map 
was coloured, and round the edges were the palaces, 
Greenwich Hospital, and other public buildings, all 
of which he examined with great attention. Aftef 
he had looked over most of the things, and was satis- 
fied with the explanations, he f ose and said that a great 
deal too much had been given, to which it was replied, 
that a great deal too little had been given, and that they 
were not offered as being, in any respect, an equivar 
lent for the supplies sent on board, but merely to shew 
our sense of the kindness and attention with which 
we had been received.* During the time that we 

* List of Supplies recehred at Loo-choo by H. M. Ships. 

Alceate. Lyra. 
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sat at table to-day, the interpreter was hardly ever 
called in, as M&dera and Mr. Clifford contrived be- 
tween them to explain every thing, if not as clearly 
as could have been wished, yet in a more satisfactory 
manner than could have been done through the me- 
dium of John the Chinaman, of whose fidelity we 
were nowise certain, and whose taste and delicacy in 
conveying our sentiments we had great reason to 
doubt. 

The prince, after a time, rose and proposed the 
King of England's health, which was accordingly 
drank in a cup of sackee. In return we gave the 
King of Loo-choo. As the surgeon had desired 

Alceste. Lyra. 
Eggs . .... 920 455 

Bags of sweet potatoes ... *59 27 

Squashes - - - - 34 14 
Jars of Sarachoo, each containing abobt fifteen 

gallons .... 6 3 

Baskets of oranges ... 9 4 

Bundles of gingerbread 8 3 

■ Onions - - - 16 8 

■ Radishes - - - 30 12 

Celery 12 5 

— — - Garlick ... 8 4 

■ Candles 7 3 

1 Wood 16 8 

Pumpkins - - - - 60 30 

Baskets of vermicelli 7 3 
Boxes of sugar --..21 

Rolls of printed linen - - • 14 7 

Bundles of paper - - - 6 3 

* Not including extra supplies to the officers. 
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Captain Maxwell to drink no wine, there was very 
little drank at the Prince's table ; but at the others 
every art was used to circulate the sackee pot. In- 
deed little persuasion was required, for the sackee, 
though not strong, was very good. Ookooma pre- 
sided at the table occupied by the officers, and Jeeroo 
at that where the midshipmen sat. 

Ookooma having remarked on board, that when- 
ever the King's health was drank, whether his majes- 
ty of England, or of Loo-choo, the cups were always 
freely emptied, took advantage of this loyalty of sen- 
timent, and gave " The King of Injeree's health" 
three or four times over, to which, of course, the offi- 
• cers were obliged to reply, by giving " The King of 
Loo-choo" as often. He carried this rather farther 
than is customary with us on similar occasions, for 
observing that the company were rather backward in 
eating a bowl of sweet rice-meal porridge, he stood 
up with his bowl in his hand, and calling out " King 
of Injer^e health!" swallowed the whole of it, and in- 
vited the rest to follow his example. 

* 

The Prince seemed to enjoy the mirth of the other 
tables very much ; he was himself more cheerful and 
disengaged than when we first saw him, though he 
appears to be naturally a silent man. Ookooma, 
by overacting his part, got, we thought, a little tipsy, 
and came several times into the state chamber, talk- 
ing louder than was proper, but of this the Prince 
took no notice. When Ookooma came near my 
chair, I whispered to him, "Ya>weetee," (you are 
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<Jrunk ;) he turned round, and affecting to be angry, 
called out, u Weete nan-;," (I am not drunk) in a 
voice and manner which \\ ere in direct contradiction 
to his assertion : his subsequent behaviour, however, 
was so correct and sedate when the feast broke up f 
and all were again upon duty, that he was probably 
merely pretending to be tipsy, in order to suit what 
was considered to be the humour of the company. 

On rising to depart, the Prince led Captain Max* 
well by the hand, not only through the gate, but 
about twenty yards along the causeway; here he stop- 
ped and took leave. Captain Maxwell availed him* 
self of this opportunity to repeat, for the last time, his. 
thanks in the name of his government, for the nume- 
rous attentions and marks of kindness which we had 
received. He requested that what he had said might 
be communicated to the King, and assured the Prince, 
in the most earnest and respectful manner, that all 
the circumstances of our reception and entertainment 
should be stated to our own government. The Prince 
bowed to this in a manner which seemed to express 
his satisfaction at what was promised. Captain Max-' 
well next observed, that besides the high public 
benefits of which he had just been speaking, he felt 
individually greatly honoured and obliged by the par- 
ticular attention which had been shewn to himself, 
and to the captain of the little ship, and hoped that 
the Prince would accept from himself a small mark 
of his respect and gratitude. As soon as this was in- 
terpreted to the Prince, Captain Maxwell took from 
his neck a small thermometer, set in silver, and pre- 
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sented it to the Prince, who leaned his head forward, 
and requested that it might be hung round his neck. 

This may be supposed a curious place to hang a 
thermometer, but we had learned during our inter- 
course with the chiefs, that some management of this 
kind was necessary whenever it was intended to offer 
them presents ; for their extreme delicacy made them 
unwilling to accept any thing of value, lest it might 
appear in the light of remuneration for their hospitality. 
Whenever any thing merely ornamental, or of little 
value, was offered, and particularly if worn about the 
person, no objection was made to receiving it. It 
thus became the practice, as being the most conve- 
nient method, to tie the proposed gift by a riband 
round the neck ; and after a time, every one had rings, 
seals, watch-keys, or bank tokens with holes drilled 
in them, prepared for these occasions. The ther- 
mometer which was given to the Prince had particu- 
larly attracted his notice when he was on board. 

After Captain Maxwell had given his present, the 
Prince turned to me, and I put over his neck a cor* 
nelian ornament, suspended by a riband, in the same 
manner as the thermometer. 

He was greatly delighted with these compliments, 
and immediately resuming Captain Maxwell's hand, 
led him along the whole length of the causeway to 
the boat, and then stepped upon the top of the pa- 
rapet to see us row away. 
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As soon as we had put off, every one in the boats 
stood up and gave three cheers ; to which the Prince 
bowed several times, with his hands closed and rais- 
ed to his breast He remained on the parapet, and 
continued waving his fan to us as we rowed down 
the harbour, as long as we coujd see him. As the boats 
rowed in procession out of the harbour, all the chiefs 
ran along to the end of the causeway, where they con- 
tinued, along with a vast crowd of natives, waving 
their handkerchiefs and fans till we were a great way 
from the shore. On each side of this group of chiefs 
a gong was beat incessantly. On every side, the rocks, 
the trees, houses, and boats, in short, every spot was 
crowded with people, waving their hands, and cheer- 
ing us as we went along. This brilliant scene had less 
of novelty in it, to be sure, than what we had witness- 
ed at the same place on the twenty-third of last 
month, but it was still more pleasing, for we had now 
become acquainted with many of the individuals 
forming this assemblage, and could feel assured that 
their expressions of kindness and respect were sincere. 
On the first occasion, too, the natives being ignorant 
of our intentions, were very generally alarmed at our 
appearance ; and accordingly, though there was much 
curiosity shewn, a profound silence and stillness pre- 
vailed over the whole crowd, very different from the 
friendly shouts and signs with which they greeted us 
as we passed among them to-day. 

Precautions had been taken to prevent the ladies 
from indulging their curiosity as they had done on 
the first visit, not a female being seen any where. 
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26th of October. — Last n*ght bosh the Alceste and 
Lyra were fllaminated. At nine o'clock a/hi drjaic 
was fired, and a number of fire- works let off from the 
yard-arms. A great concourse of the names, who 
had been apprised of our intentions, assembled on the 
shore, and were very highly delighted with this bril- 
liant exhibition. 

The sick, as well as the remaining stores belonging 
to the Alceste, were removed on board this morning, 
and every preparation made for sea. While employed 
in completing the series of observations at the observa- 
tory, Madera joined us, having in his hand the sextant 
which I had given to the Prince yesterday. It seem- 
ed that he had been ordered to make himself ac- 
quainted with the use of it; and a more hopeless en- 
terprise could not have been proposed to any man. 
: But Madera was not a man to be thrown into despair 
by difficulty ; on the contrary, he persevered in ob- 
serving with this sextant, and the more the difficulty 
was made apparent, the more keenly he laboured to 
overcome it. ThQ progress which he made in a few 
hours in the mere practical operation of taking angles 
and altitudes was not surprising, because there is in 
fact not much difficulty in it; but he was nowise sa- 
tisfied with this proficiency, and seemed anxious to 
apply his knowledge to some useful purpose. 

With a sextant on a stand, I made him take the 
distance between the sun and moon, four or five 
times; on every occasion he was wonderfully near 
the truth. We endeavoured to confine him to one 
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object, merely to ascertain the time of apparent noon ; 
and I think we succeeded in explaining to him how 
this was to be done. He expressed repeatedly his 
regret at our approaching departure, in which senti- 
ment he was joined by Jeeroo and the rest of the 
chiefs, who were quite out of spirits. Jeeroo, poor 
fellow, had prepared a handsome dinner for us under 
a tree near the observatory. He made us drink what 
he called " wackarf ttee," or the parting cup, several 
times over. We had a number of visitors at the ob- 
servatory, who saw the instruments packed up and 
sent off with looks of real regret. They all said they 
were sorry we were going away. One man gave 
Mr. Clifford, as a farewel gift, a curious drawing of 
the Alceste dressed in flags, and executed, he said^ 
by his son. The children, too, were all much affect- 
ed by our preparations, and the wonted hilarity of the 
lower orders Was quite gone. 

Having taken our final leave of the shore, we went 
tb the Alceste, where we found the chiefs in confer- 
ence with Captain Maxwell, who made each of the 
chiefs a present of a cut wine glass, which he knew 
they had long desired to possess. To Ookooma he 
gave a finely cut tumbler, in a red morocco case. 
This was much beyond his expectations, and perhaps 
his wishes, for he appeared to observe the wine glasses 
of the others with somewhat of a disappointed look. 
Captain Maxwell perceiving in a moment that Oo- 
kooma had set his heart upon a wine glass, opened 
the case, and placed one inside the tumbler, to Oi>- 
kooma's great satisfaction ; and soon afterwards: the 
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whole party went on shore, saying before they left 
the ship, that in the morning the bodzes would come 
on board in order to perform some sacrifice. As 
they never came, it is probable that the interpreter 
misunderstood them, particularly as Isaacha Sandoo 
said to Mr. Clifford, " Acha hoonee nittee Doochoo 
mang hoonee oocooyoong." " To-morrow the ships 
will go, and all the Loo-choo people will pray for them, 
or wish them well ;" which was probably what was 
meant when the interpreter reported that the bodzes 
were to come on board. 

While we were at dinner, Midera came into the 
Alceste's cabin for the purpose of asking some ques- 
tions about the sextant. He had not been aware of 
our being at dinner, and looked shocked at having in- 
truded ; and when invited to sit down, politely, but 
firmly declined. From the cabin he went to the gun 
room to see his friend Mr. Hoppner, the junior lieu- 
tenant of the Alceste, with whom he had formed a 
great friendship. Mr. Hoppner gave him a picture 
of the Alceste and some other presents ; upon which 
M&dera, who was much affected, said, " To-morrow 
ship go sea; I go my father house, two day distance : 
when I see my father, I show him your present, and 
I tell him, me, Henry Hoppner all same (as) brother/ 5 
$nd burst into tears ! 

Sunday, 27th of October. — At day -break we un- 
moored, and the natives, on seeing us take up one of 
our anchors, thought we were going to get under 
weigh immediately, and give them the slip, which 
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was not at all intended. This alarm, however, 
brought die chiefs off in a great hurry}* not in a body 
in their usual formal way, but one by one, in separate 
canoes. Old Jeema called on board die Lyra on his 
way to the frigate; be was a good deal agitated, and 
the tears came into his eyes when I put a ring on his 
finger. He gave me in return his knife. 

The other chiefs called alongside on their way to 
the frigate, but went on when I told them that I was 
just going to the Alceste myself. In the mean time 
Madera came on board with the sextant in his hand ; 
he was in such distress that he scarcely knew what 
he was about. In this distracted state he sat down 
to breakfast with us, during which he continued light- 
ing his pipe and smoking as fast as he could; drink- 
ing and eating whatever was placed before him. Af- 
ter he had a little recovered himself, he asked what 
books it would be necessary to read to enable him to 
make use of the sextant ; I gave him a nautical alma- 
nack, and told him that he must understand that in 
the first instance : he opened it, and looking at the 
figures, held up his hands in despair, and was at last 
forced to confess that it was a hopeless busihess. 
He therefore put the sextant up and bade us farewel. 
Before he left the Lyra he gave Mr. Clifford his pipe, 
tobacco pouch, and a crystal ornament ; saying, as he 
held out the last, " You go Ingeree, you give this to 
your childs." 

Mr. Clifford gave him a few presents in return, and 
expressed his anxiety to be considered his friend. 
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Madera, with the tears streaming down his cheeks, 
placed his hanfl several times upon his heart, and 
cried, "Eedooshee, edooshee!" My friend, my 
friend ! 

To me he gave a fan and a picture of an old man 
looking up at the sun, drawn, he said, by himself: 
he probably meant in his picture some allusion to my 
usual occupation at the observatory. After he had 
put off in his boat, he called out " Ingeree noo choo 
sibittee yootoosha," I shall ever remember the En- 
glish people. When he went to the Alceste, one of 
the chiefs remarked that he had neither his hatchee- 
matchee on nor his robes, and told him that it was 
not respectful to wait upon Captain Maxwell for the 
last time, in his ordinary dress ; particularly as all the 
others were in full array. Madera, who, poor fellow, 
had been too much concerned about other matters to 
think of dress, was shocked at this apparent want of 
politeness, and went immediately to apologise to 
Captain Maxwell, who took him by the hand, and 
gave him a present, telling him, at the same time, 
that he was always too happy to see him, to notice 
what dress he had on. 

On going into the cabin, I found the chiefs seated 
in a row, all very disconsolate, and apparently trying 
to conceal emotions different, in all probability, from 
any which they had ever before experienced. Cap- 
tain Maxwell had made them his parting present, and 
I therefore gave to each chief some trifle, receiving 
from them in return, their knives, pipes, pouches, and 
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fans. In the mean time the anchor was hove up, 
and every thing being ready for making sail, the 
chiefs rose to take leave. Ookooma wished to say 
something, but was too much affected to speak, and 
before they reached their boats they were all in tears. 

M&dera cried bitterly as he shook hands with his 
numerous friends, who were loading him with pre- 
sents. 

The chiefs, as well as the people in the numerous 
caneos which had assembled round the ships, stood 
up, and continued waving their fans and handker- 
chiefs till we were beyond the reefs, and could see 
them no longer. 



Almost every thing respecting the manners and 
customs of Loo-choo, with which we have had an 
opportunity of becoming acquainted, has been laid 
before the reader in the foregoing narrative. It is 
proposed to insert here a few particulars which in the' 
hurry of the moment were noted down without date. 
They might easily have been embodied with the nar- 
rative, but it has been considered of less consequence 
to sacrifice arrangement, than to interfere in any way 
with the integrity of the Journal, in which nothing 
has been inserted out of the exact order in which it 
is known to have happened 
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The religion of Loo-choo appears to be that of 
Fo, said to be introduced by the bodzes one thou- 
sand years ago.* We found great difficulty in dis- 
covering any thing precise on this subject from the 
natives ; but from all that we could gather, religion 
does not appear to be made a matter of general in- 
struction as in Europe, being left, as in China, to the 
priests. This we infer from the careless way in which 
the subject was at all times treated by the natives, 
and the ignorance which they professed of the forms 
and ceremonies used in the temples. The bodzes 
are not respected or esteemed in society ; they are 
prevented from marrying, and are not allowed to eat 
meat : few people associate with them, and even the 
children turn them into ridicule. On the occasion 
of the Loo-choo funeral service over the grave of the 
seaman, the bodzes stood behind, and were not call- 
ed upon to officiate, the service being entirely per- 
formed by Jeeroo. 

In the large temple we saw three gilt idols and va- 
rious pictures; but with the exception of the funeral 
service just alluded to, we never met with any thing 
in the least degree resembling a religious ceremony. 
The bodzes kept the temple clean swept, and took 
care of the walks and hedges, and this appeared to 
be their only employment It is fair to suppose, how- 
ever, that the occupation of the temple by us may 
have caused a temporary cessation of their religious 
observances. 

* See Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses, vol. 2& 
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They have large tombs or cemeteries for their 
dead, being mostly of the Chinese form, viz. that of 
a horse-shoe* They are formed of stones and mor- 
tar, and are covered with a coat of cheenam, (shell 
lime), which is always kept nicely white-washed and 
clean swept: some are more highly finished than 
others ; their size varies from twenty to thirty feet in 
length, by twelve to fourteen broad. The coffin, 
when closed, is placed in the vault under the tomb, 
and is not touched for six or seven years, by which 
time the flesh is found to have separated and wasted 
away; the bones are then collected, and put into jars 
ranged in rows on the inside of the vault Burning 
is never used at any stage of the proceedings, nor 
under any circumstances. In the course of time, 
when these vaults become crowded, the vases are re- 
moved to houses appropriated to their reception above 
ground. The lower orders, who cannot afford these 
expensive tombs, take advantage of hollow places in 
the rocks, which by a little assistance are made se- 
cure vaults. In the cliffs behind the village of Oon- 
ting, the galleries cut for die reception of the vases 
must have been the work of men possessed of power 
and authority. Not being fully aware what the Chh 
nese customs are with respect to the dead, in ordina- 
ry cases, it is impossible for us to say how nearly 
they resemble those of Loo-choo, but there are cer- 
tainly some points of resemblance. 

From Mr. Clifford's notes on the Loo-choo inscrip- 
tions, I have extracted the following particulars. 
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" A cumber of cafved stones, called by tbe natives 
'Kawroo, were found at many places, particularly in 
the groves on tbe hiU. The Kawroo is two feet long;? 
by one wide, and one high; it is excavated a little on 
the upper part, on which an offering of rice is placed* 
On the sides of this stone are carved a variety of cha- 
racters, denoting the rank of the person who makes 
the offering, as well as the object of his petition, to- 
gether with tbe date. 

" Two of these inscriptions, copied at the time, 
have since been translated by a gentleman acquaint 
ted with the Chinese characters. The first gives an 
account of a man about to sail for China, in the reiga 
of Kien Lung, the late monarch of that country ; this 
person implores the divine aid in protecting him dur- 
ing his voyage. The other is dated in the twenty- 
first year of the reign of Kia-King, the present em- 
peror of China, answering to the year 1816, in which 
we visited Loo-choc This is an invocation to the 
deity for success in a literary pursuit. 

" Two narrow strips of paper, with characters in- 
scribed on them, which by consent of the natives 
were taken from a pillar m the temple, and which 
have since been translated, prove to be invocations, 
one to the supreme deity, and tbe other to the evfl 
spirit. The first is on a slip of paper, two feet long, 
by two inches wide, and contains a supplication for 
pardon. The latter invocation begins by seven rows 
of the character symbolical of the Devil. In the up- 
per line there are seven, and in the last one, so that 
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a triangular page is formed of twenty-eight characters, 
each signifying the Devil; and the prayer itself is 
written in a narrow perpendicular line underneath; 
the whole inscription resembling in form a kite with 
a long tail attached to it." 

* Polygamy is not allowed in Loo-cho as in China* 
and the king, it appears, is the only person permitted 
bylaw to have concubines; they invariably spoke with 
horror of the Chinese practice, which allows a plural- 
ity of wives, and were much gratified on learning that 
the English customs in this respect were similar to 
those of Loo-choo. The women are not treated so 
well as we were led to expect from the mildness of 
character in the men, and their liberality of thinking 
in general. The upper classes of women are confined 
a good deal to their houses, and die lower orders per- 
form much of the hard work of husbandry. We saw 
them at a. distance, in great numbers, carrying loads 
on their heads. M&dera says that the women are 
not treated with much indulgence, being even restrict- 
ed from using fans ; and that when they are met out 
of doors by the men, they take no notice of one ano- 
ther, whatever may be the degree of relationship or 
intimacy subsisting between them. The persever- 
ance with which they kept the women from our sight 
is curious, and leads us to conjecture that the general 
practice of the island is to seclude die women at all 
times. In this respect they differ from the Japanese, 
who are said to allow wives to every stranger. This 
degree of seclusion does not prevail in China, as we 
had opportunities of observing at several places never 
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before visited by Europeans. The Chinese account 
quoted in the Lettres Edifiantes et Curie uses, vol* 
23, states that the young men and women marry on 
this island by choice, and not, as in China, by a con? 
tract made without any personal knowledge of eack 
other. We took every opportunity of interrogating 
them, on this subject, but as the question was always 
evaded, we fear that their practice in this respect is 
not so praiseworthy as. that account would make it 
appear. 

Of their literature we could get. but few satisfacto- 
ry accounts ; they say that they have few books in 
their own language, the greater number on the island 
being Chinese. The yonng men of rank are some* 
times sent to China to be educated. Jeeroo had 
beep there when a boy. None but the upper classes 
understand the spoken Chinese, and the peasantry art 
in general ignorant both of the spoken and written 
Chinese language. 

They appear to have no money, and from all we 
could see or hear, they are even ignorant of its use. 
Those, however, who have visited China, cannot be 
so ill informed, and yet none of them set any value 
upon Spanish dollars, or upon any gold coins that we 
had. Though we were incessantly trying to make 
out from Madera and the others, what their medium 
of exchange was, we could never learn any thing di3r 
tinct upon the subject, nor could they be made to 
comprehend our questions about money ; a difficulty, 
it may be observed, which we should expect to meet 
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with among people whose only mode of purchase was 
by barter. The only circumstance which came to. 
our knowledge bearing at all upon this question, was 
during the time when the garden was under prepara- 
tion for the reception of the Alceste's stores ; it was 
then remarked that each of the labourers employed 
had a little piece of paper stuck in his hair, with a 
single character written on it; this naturally excited 
our curiosity, but the inquiries we were enabled to 
make at that early stage of our knowledge of the lan- 
guage, led to nothing conclusive. Afterwards, when 
our means in this respect were more ample, we could 
not recal the circumstance to the recollection of the 
chiefs. As these papers were called by the people 
wearing them, " hoonatee," and as " ho6nee" means 
ship, Mr. Clifford has conjectured that they may have 
been written passes to enable them to enter the gate 
on the ship's business. 

We saw no arms of any kind, and the natives al- 
ways declared that they had none. Their behaviour 
on seeing a musket fired certainly implied an igno- 
rance of fire-arms. In a cottage at the north end of 
the island, we saw a spear which had the appearance 
of a warlike weapon, but we had every reason to be- 
lieve that this was used for the sole purpose of catch- 
ing fish, having seen others not very dissimilar actu- 
ally employed in this way. They looked at our 
swords and cutlasses, and at the Malay creeses and 
spears, with equal surprise, being -apparently as little 
acquainted with the one as with the other. The 
chiefs carried little case knives in the folds of their 
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robes, or in the girdle, and the lower orders had a 
larger knife, but these were always of some immediate 
practical utility, and were not worn for defence nor as 
ornaments. They denied having any knowledge of 
war either by experience or by tradition. 

We never saw any punishment inflicted at Loo- 
choo : a tap with the fan, or an angry look, was the 
severest chastisement ever resorted to, as far as we 
could discover. In giving orders, the chiefs were 
mild though firm, and the people always obeyed with 
cheerfulness There seemed to be great respect and 
confidence on the one hand, and much consideration 
and kind feeling on the other. In this particular, 
more than in any other that fell under our notice, 
Loo-choo differs from China, for in the latter country 
we saw none of this generous and friendly under- 
standing between the upper and lower classes. 

One day when we were drinking tea and smoking 
pipes with the chiefs, on the top of the hill, a boy 
began to exhibit feats of tumbling before us ; in a 
short time all eyes were turned towards him, and his 
modesty caused him to desist. We offered him but-; 
tons and various things, but he would not resume his 
tumbling: we then asked Jeema to interfere; he did 
so, and told the youngster to go on ; but he kept his 
seat, and Jeema became angry, or rather pretended to 
be so, yet the tumbler sat obstinately still. " Well,? 
said Jeema to us, " what is to be done? It was for 
his own. amusement that he began, and probably for 
his own amusement he will do sq again.? The boy, 
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when left alone, in & short time resumed his tumbling. 
I mention this to shew Jeema's good sense in not 
forcing the boy to do that as a task, which he had 
begun as an amusement, and which he had discern- 
ment enough to know would be unpleasant for us to 
witness in any other way. By this treatment of their 
children, mutual cordiality and freedom of intercourse 
are encouraged. It was probably owing to this mode 
of education that the children became at once fami- 
liar with us. One day while I was employed sketch- 
ing the village and trees near the bridge, a boy stop- 
ped near me, and without saying any thing, endea- 
voured to attract my notice by performing various 
gambols before me. I took no notice of him for 
some time, but at last looked up and smiled ; upon 
which the boy cried out in perfectly good English, 
"How do you do? Very well I thank you ;" and ran 
off, quite delighted at having displayed his proficiency 
in English. 

The chiefs were generally accompanied by one or 
two of their sons, who took their places near them, 
and were always put forward when there was any 
thing curious to be seen. In this way they were en- 
couraged to make themselves acquainted with every 
thing, and yet nothing could be more respectful or 
affectionate than they always were. Great pains were 
taken to form the manners of the children, and we 
never observed an instance of rudeness in any one of 
them, though they were as full of life and spirits as 
the wildest English school-boys. John the China- 
man afforded them much amusement: he was a great 
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coxcomb, and therefore fair game for the boys ; they 
used to surround him and pretend to pull his long 
tail ; but they never actually pulled it, but merely 
teazed him a little, and then ran away. These little 
traits seem worthy of notice > as they belong to a style 
of education quite different from what we had seen 
in China and some other eastern countries, where 
the children are made to look like men in miniature* 

During our intercourse with these people, there 
did not occur one instance of theft. They were all 
permitted to come on board indiscriminately ; to go 
into the cabins, store-rooms, and wherever they liked, 
unattended. At the temple the Alceste^s stores of 
every kind were lying about, as well as the carpen- 
ter's and armourer's tools ; and in the observatory, 
the instruments, books, and pencils were merely 
placed under cover; yet there was not a single article 
taken away, though many hundreds of people were 
daily admitted, and allowed to examine whatever they 
pleased. This degree of honesty is a feature which 
distinguishes the people of Loo-choo from the Chi- 
nese, as well as from the inhabitants of the islands in 
the South Sea and of the Malay Archipelago ; among 
whom even fear, as was ascertained by Captain Cook 
and other voyagers, is altogether insufficient to pit- 
vent theft. At Loo-choo the people are considerably 
civilised ; but they have few wants, and they appear 
to be perfectly contented. Honesty is perhaps the 
natural consequence of such a state of society. 

We saw no musical instruments of any kind ; they 
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were, however, aware of their use. The natives al- 
most all sing, and we heard several very sweet airs, 
principally plaintive : they had many jovial drinking 
songs, one of which we wrote down from their sing- 
ing; it was inscribed on a drinking cup, and is as fol- 
lows: 

( * Ty wack koo, tawshoo, shee kackoofing, 
" Chaw uog, itchec thaw, ahooha ncebooroo; 
" Ting shee, you byee, chee taroo shoo ninnee 
" Nooboo cadsee meesee carra shaw jeeroo 
" Shing coodee sackee oochee noo shing." 

The Chinese characters on the drinking-cup were 
thus translated in China, " Tywack hoo,* inspired 
by a jar of wine, writes an hundred pages of odes or 
verses without end. At the market town of Chaw- 
ungf he entered a wine shop to sleep. The emperor 
summoned him to appear ; in his haste to obey the 
summons, he forgot to put on his neckcloth, and 
rushing into the royal presence, exclaimed, ' I am the 
wine-loving immortal.' w 

The Loo-choo dress has been so frequently men* 
tioned, that a brief notice, in recapitulation, will suf- 
fice in this place. Their loose robe was generally 
made of cotton, and of a great variety of colours. 
The robe of a grown up person was never flowered 
or printed over with figures, being generally of a uni- 

• A man celebrated in the Tung dynasty for his convivial 
disposition : he is known in China by the name of Jai-pe. 

t The town of Chang-ngan in China, near the Great Wall* 

4 
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£orm colour, though instances occurred of striped 
cloths being worn by the chiefs. This robe opened 
in front, but the edges overlapped, and were conceal* 
ed by the folds, so as to render it difficult to say whe- 
ther or not the robe was continued all round : the 
sleeves were about three feet wide : round the middle 
was bound a belt or girdle about four or five inches 
wide, always of a different colour from the dress, and 
in general richly ornamented with wrought silk and 
gold flowers. The folds of the robe overhang the 
belt, but not so much as to hide it : the whole of the 
dress folds easily, and has a graceful and picturesque 
appearance. The garments worn by the children 
were often gaudily printed with flowers. In rainy or 
cold weather, a sort of great coat was worn by the 
chiefs only, of thick blue cloth, buttoning in front 
over the robe, and tighter both in body and sleeves 
than the other. This cloth resembled the coarse 
cloth used in China; and it looked like woollen man- 
ufacture, and may possibly have been originally 
brought from England. The sandals worn by all * 
ranks were exactly the same ; they were formed of 
straw wrought into a firm mat to fit the sole of the 
foot, smooth towards the foot, and ragged underneath* 
a stiff smooth band of straw, about as thick as one's 
little finger, passes from that part of the sandal im- 
mediately under the ancle and over the lower part of 
the instep, so as to join the sandal at the opposite side; 
this is connected with the foremost part of the sandal 
by a short small straw cord which comes between the 
great toe and the next one. The upper classes wore 
stockings of white cotton, not unlike our half stock- 
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frigs, except that they button at the outside, and havg 
a place like the finger of a glove for the great toe. 

Their hair is of a jet black, and is kept glossy by 
juice expressed from a leaf. There is no variety in 
the fashion of dressing it; it is pulled tight up all 
round, and is formed at top into a compact knot, so 
as to conceal the crown of the head, which is shaved ; 
through the knot are thrust two metal pins, one of 
which has a square point and flowered head consist- 
ing of six leaves or divisions : the other pin has one 
end sharp, and the other shaped like a scoop : the 
length of these pins is from four to six inches. We 
did not see the Prince's, as he remained covered dur- 
ing all the time of his visit ; but the Chief of high 
rank, who visited the Alceste on the 23d of Septem- 
ber, had the flowered end of one pin studded with 
precious stones. The higher orders wear on state 
occasions, what they call a "hatchee-matchee," which 
is a kind of turban, apparently made by winding a 
broad band round a cylinder, in such a way, that a 
small segment of each fold is shewn at every turn, in 
front above, and behind below ; this is effected by 
giving a slight diagonal direction to each fold. The 
low6r orders occasionally tie a coloured cloth or hand- 
kerchief round the head ; this they call " sadjee :" 
next the body they wear a thin cotton dress. The 
men wear no ornaments through their flesh, nor are 
they tattooed : we saw, indeed, some fishermen who 
had fish spears marked on their arms, but this does 
not prevail generally. 
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The cattle on this island, which are of a small 
Black breed, are used exclusively for agricultural 
purposes. Hogs, goats, and poultry, with rice and 
a great variety of vegetables, form the food of the in- 
habitants : milk is never used. We saw no geese, 
so that those left by Captain Broughton most proba- 
bly did not thrive. They have no sheep nor asses. 
Their horses are of a small slight make, and the na- 
tives are very fond of riding. We saw no carts or 
wheeled carriages of any kind, horses being used 
to carry loads ; for this purpose the roads are numer^ 
ous, and kept in excellent order, being from six to 
ten feet wide. 

Their mode of dressing the ground is neat, and re-, 
sembles the Chinese,, particularly in manuring and 
irrigating it. This is most attended to where the 
sugar-cane is cultivated : -they have, besides, tobacco^ 
wheat, rice, Indian corn, millet, sweet potatoes, brin- 
jals, and many other vegetables. The fields, which 
are nicely squared, have convenient walks on the 
raised banks running round each. Along the sides 
of the hills, and round the villages, the bamboo and 
rattan grow to a considerable size. The pine is the 
most conspicuous tree on the island, growing to a 
great height and size, which we infer from seeing 
canoes built with planks several feet wide ; the trees, 
however, near the temple at Napakiang were not 
above ninety feet high, and from three to four in girt. 
The banyan- tree of India was seen at several places ; 
the finest one overhung the small temple at Napa- 
kiang, which circumstance led to the enquiry whe- 
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ther, as in India, this tree is held sacred, but we 
could gain no information on this subject. 

In a little plot of ground in the temple garden, 
Mr. Phillips, purser of the Alceste, sowed mustard- 
seed, peas, and a variety of other seeds, the natives 
taking his directions for their culture. Our total ig- 
norance of botany prevented our making any obser- 
vations on this subject while at Loo-choo; but to 
supply this deficiency, we collected specimens of 
every plant at the place. These were preserved be- 
tween sheets of brown paper, and given afterwards 
to Mr. Abel, the naturalist of the embassy, in order 
to be arranged; but they were subsequently lost, 
along with the whole of that gentleman's collection* 

Of their manufactures it is difficult to speak with 
certainty. By their own account the silks which they 
wear are Chinese, but the cotton cloths are made on 
this and the neighbouring islands; the printed pat- 
terns of these are not without elegance. We saw no 
weaving looms, but as we were only in a few houses, 
this is not surprising: the webs are thirty-six feet 
long, and fourteen inches broad. Tobacco-pipes and 
fans are made at Loo-choo; as well as the sepulchral 
vases, of which there is a manufactory at Napakiang, 
from whence they are exported to Oonting, and other 
parts of the island. Some of the pouches of the chiefs 
were made of cloth, which they say comes from China ; 
it is exactly like our broad cloth. We tried in vain 
to learn what goods they send to China in exchange 
for silks : perhaps sulphur forms a part, which these 
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islands are said to produce, as well as tin. From the 
number of vessels constantly sailing out and in, it ap- 
pears that they must have some trade, but our enqui- 
ries on this and many other topics, though sedulously 
pursued, led to nothing satisfactory, owing probably 
rather to our ignorance of the language, than to any 
wish on their part to withhold information ; because, 
on topics which had no reference to the royal family 
or the women, they in general spoke freely. 

We had frequent opportunities of seeing their 
method of making salt, and an account of it may, 
perhaps, be interesting. Near the sea, large level 
fields are rolled or beat so as to have a hard surface. 
Over this is strewn a sort of sandy black earth, form- 
ing a coat about a quarter of an inch thick. Rakes 
and other implements are used to make it of a uni- 
form thickness, but it is not pressed down. During 
the heat of the day, men are employed to bring wa- 
ter in tubs from the sea, which is sprinkled over these 
fields by means of a short scoop. The heat of the 
sun, in a short time, evaporates the water, and the 
salt is left in the sand, which is scraped up and put 
into raised receivers of masonry about six feet by four, 
and five deep. When the receiver is full of the sand, 
sea water is poured on the top, and this, in its way 
down, carries with it the salt left by evaporation. 
When it runs out below at a small hole, it is a very 
strong brine ; this is reduced to salt by being boiled 
in vessels about three feet wide and one deep. The 
cakes resulting from this operation are an inch and 
a half in thickness. 
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Of the jx)pulation of this island we know nothing 
satisfactory : the natives invariably pleaded ignorance 
themselves ; and as we had no precise data, our esti- 
mates were made at random, and as they never 
agreed with each other, they are not worthy of notice. 
From the south point of this island, to five or six 
miles north of Napakiang, an extent of sixteen or 
eighteen miles, the country is highly cultivated, and 
is almost entirely covered with villages. All round 
Port Melville too there are populous villages, but the 
north, north-east and eastern places are thinly peo- 
pled, and not cultivated to any extent. We saw 
nothing like poverty or distress of any kind : every 
person that we met seemed contented and happy. 
We saw no deformed people, nor any who bore 
indications of disease, except a few who were mark- 
ed with the small-pox. 

The style of living of those with whom we asso- 
ciated is generous and free ; their custom of carrying 
about their dinner in boxes, and making little pic-nic 
parties, is peculiarly striking, and they appeared futty 
sensible of the advantage of bringing people together 
in this way, and expressed much satisfaction at the 
ready w r ay in which we fell into a custom from which 
all formality was dismissed. They shewed, more- 
over, a good deal of discernment, and could adapt 
themselves to the character of the particular persons 
they happened to be in company with, in a manner 
very remarkable : but this was evidently the result not 
of cunning, but of correct feelings, and of a polite ha- 
bit of thinking. 
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Of their manners, little need be added here to what 
every page of the narrative will show. It ought to 
be particularly noticed, however, that they are an ex- 
ceedingly timorous people, and naturally suspicious 
of foreigners. A stranger visiting Loo-choo ought 
therefore to keep these features of their character con- 
stantly in mind. By imitating Captain Maxwell's 
wise plan of treating the natives with gentleness and 
kindness, and shewing every consideration for their 
peculiarities, he will stand the best chance of gaining 
their good- will and confidence. But if he should be- 
tray any impatience, or be at all harsh in treating with 
them, he may rest assured that, he will lose much 
time, and in all probability fail at last in his attempts 
to establish an unreserved and friendly intercourse. 

As Loo-choo, however, lies quite out of the* track 
of trading ships, and does not appear to produce any 
thing of value itself, and as the inhabitants seem in- 
different about foreign commodities, and if they wish- 
ed to possess them are without money to make pur- 
chases, it is not probable that this island will be soon 
revisited. 



THE END 



PROPOSALS 

By Abraham Small, JVo. 112, Chesnut Street, Philadelphia, 

FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 

A New and Improved Edition of 

WILLICH'S DOMESTIC ENCYCLOPAEDIA, 

IN THREE VOLUMES OCTAVO : 

^Corrected, Amended, and rendered more Valuable by many Additions* 

particularly in the Articles relating to 

DOMESTIC MEDICINE, 

THE 

VETERINARY AND CULINARY ARTS. 



BY THOMAS COOPER, ESQ. 

PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY. 



SOME years ago, Dr. Willich of London published a 
work under the title of Domestic Encyclopaedia; a work, 
not intended to present a full account and present state 
of all Arts and Sciences, Geography, Biography, and 
History, but a brief view of those articles of knowledge 
which a Master and Mistress of a Family would wish to 
be informed about — a Parlour Dictionary, not of words, 
but of things — a book of Family Reference, in a mode- 
rate compass. 

The Public felt the want of such a book; and it sold 
with great rapidity. In this country Dr. Mease was 
engaged to edit a revised and improved American edition 
of it. He did so; and added greatly to the value of the 
work. A very large edition was sold, and the public now 
call for another. 

The Ameriran edition by Dr. Mease was in 5 volumes 
octavo : objections have been made to the size and to the 



price of the work. A iieur edition is now offered, in 
which these objections have been attended to. It will be 
comprised in three volumes octavo. 

It is requisite to give some account of the improve- 
ments proposed in the present edition ; for it ought to 
keep pace with the knowledge of the day. The Publish- 
er lias applied to Professor Cooper to superintend it, who 
has undertaken to do so. 

Many of the articles of Dr. Willich's work were use- 
less; many were unnecessarily long; many contained 
erroneous views and opinions, which the present state of 
science requires to be corrected ; many articles of great 
use, and appropriate to such a work, oequire to be added. 
The articles of Domestic Medicine, in particular, re- 
quire alterations and additions; the Culinary, the Ve- 
terinary part of the work is too brief in the former 
plan. Much that a family would desire to know is omit- 
ted, and much is contained in the work that tends to 
increase its bulk and its price, without adding to its uti- 
lity. To all these points the present Editor, Mr. Cooper, 
will carefully attend; and he promises, without new-mo- 
delling the work, or encroaching unnecessarily on Dr. 
WHIich's part of it, to make such additions and correc- 
tions, as will render it a truly useful family book, and con- 
formable to its original title and intention, a Domestic 
Encyclopedia. 

CONDITIONS. 

I. — It shall be printed in three large handsome $vo. vols. 

m a superfine paper. 

II.— Jtt shall be illustrated with many Plates and Cuts, 
applicable to, and explaining the subjects treated of. 

III. — 7* shall be delivered to the Subscribers at g3 50 in 
boards, per volume, or in complete sets at $10 50 per copy. 
The price will be advanced to non-Subscribers. 
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